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PREFACE. 


Tur following incidents which fell under the 
immediate obſervation of the writer, in the 
campaign of 1794, are not by any means offered 
as a regular hiſtory of that campaign, but merely 


as tending to give ſome idea of the various 


ſcenes which occur in a military life, and of 


which, thoſe who ſpend their days at home in 


eaſe and peace, can have but a very faint con- 


ception; neither would any thing of this kind 


been undertaken, but for a confinement of ſe- 
veral months, in conſequence of a wound which 
incapacitated the writer from any other occupa- 
tion, and induced him to attempt a more regular 
arrangement of ſuch occurrences as came under 
his obſervation than he could poſſibly have lei- 
ſure for in his original, kept in the buſtle and 
hurry of a camp. 
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Wroxzspay 18th Junz. Embarked at 
Southampton, on an expedition to the Conti- 
nent, under the Command of the Earl of Moi- 
ra: our Forces conſiſted of the ten following 
Britiſh Regiments of Foot, viz. the 19th 27th 


28th 40th 42d 54th 57th 5gth 87th and 89th, 
A beſides 
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beſides the neceſſary Artillery, and part of the 
8th and 16th Regiments of Light Dragoons ; 
the whole amounting to about 8,500 effec- 


tive Men, 


We failed immediately to Spithead, our 
Fleet conſiſting of between 40 and 50 Tran- 
ſports; theſe Veſſels were all fitted up pur- 
poſely for the accommodation and health of the 


Troops; upon a new plan the contrivance 


of Sir Jeremy Fitzpatrick ; each Veſlel was 
provided with a ventilating Machine, which 
by means of tubes, was ſo contrived, as to 
expel the foul air at the moment it admitted 


the freſh, to every part of the Veſſel. At 


Spithead, we joined our Convoy ; which 
conſiſted of ſeveral Ships of the Line, Fri- 


gates; Gun-Boats and floating Batteries ; 


which laſt were Old Ships of War cut down, 
and carrying 36 and 42 pounders; which 


were at this time ſuppoſed to be intended 


for the reduction of Dunkirk, which had 


already been unſucceſsfully attacked by the 


Duxz of York; and with whoſe Army 
we were to co-operate. We lay at Spit- 


head, untill Sunday, 22d June. On which 


day we failed, paſſing through Lord Howe's 
Fleet ; which had juſt returned from his ever 
memorable and Glorious Victory of the 1ſt of 


June, 
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June, with ſix French Line of Battle Ships 
Prizes, all of which our Fleet failed through; 
and as we paſſed by each of the Veſſels, we 
were ſaluted by them ſucceſhvely, with three 


+ hearty cheers; which was returned by the 


Soldiers to each, and which had a very fine 
effect, and greatly exhilarated the ſpirits of 
our Troops. 


We had a very pleaſent paffage to Oſtend, 
where we arrived ſafe on Thurſday, 26th 
June; aud immediately began to diſembark 
the Troops with all expedition, which was 
compleated without any material accident : 
the landing of the Troops took up the whole 
of the day, and it was very late in the evening 
before the whole were diſembarked. We took 
up our ground on the Sands to the Southward 
of the Town, and lay in the open air, having 
no other covering than Great Coats or Blan- 
kets. It may be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
every individual on quitting the Tranſports 


had, ſerved out a Blanket, a Canteen, (or ſmall 


wooden caſk, holding about three Engliſh 
pints,) for the purpoſe of carrying Water, 
or Spirits, on their march ; and a haverfack, 
or Linen bag flung over the ſhoulder, for 
Bread or Proviſions, theſe, with knapſack, 
Arms, and Accoutrements, were the whole of 

the 
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the Travelling equipage ; as there was not al- 
lowed to either Officers or Privates any kind 
of baggage whatſoever, except what each car- 
ried for himſelf. Some of our Young Oſh- 
cers and Recruits, thought it extremely hard 
to be obliged to Sleep in the open air, and 
without tents ; eſpecially being ſo near a large 
Town; though in a very ſhort time they 
could all Sleep as well upon the Ground, as 


upon the beſt Bed, eſpecially with the aſſiſt- 


ance of a little Brandy, or Geneva, which at 
this place was to be purchaſed at the rate of 
7 pence per Quart, for the very beſt Spirits. 
In this ſituation we lay, daily expeCting a vi- 
fit from the French, until Saturday, 28th 
June. On which day, we croſſed in Boats to 
the North Side the Harbour, and lay on our 
Arms that night on a plain covered with Ju- 
niper Buſhes. In Garriſon at Oſtend, were 
Three Britiſh Regiments of Foot, the 8th 
33rd and 44th, the former conſiſting of about 
700 Men, the two latter, 1000 Men each; 
under the Command of Col Vyſe. 


Sunday, 29th June. We moved an hour 
before Day-break with the greateſt filence, 
taking. the Road towards Bruges, of which 
place we were informed, the French had ta- 


ken poſſeſſion. This day proved extremely 
| hot, 
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hot, inſomuch that the Men (unaccuſtomed 
to marching ſo heavily loaden,) could with 
difficulty be kept up, as from the weight of 
their Arms, and Sixty rounds of Amunition, 
together with their knapſacks, which they had 
brought tolerably well loaden from England, 
they found it very difficult to get forward; 
they however ſoon found means to rid them- 
ſelves of part of their burthen, by throwing 
away great part of the contents of their knap- 
ſacks; and near Bruges, the Road was ab- 
ſolutely ſtrewed with Shirts, Shoes, Stock- 
ings, &c. &c. which would no doubt, prove 
a valuable prize to the Neighbouring Inha- 
bitants. 


It afforded great entertainment to the Ar- 
my, to ſee with what ſurprize the Country 
People ſurveyed our Highlanders (the 42d 
Regiment,) on account of their Kelts, or ſhort 
Petticoats, and they could hardly be perſuaded 
but that they were Women ; eſpecially as they 
only of all our Army, wore bonnets full of 
Feathers ; the Inhabitants abſolutely gave them 
the name of the Engliſh Frows, CS) 
which name they kept ever after. 


About noon we entered the City of Bruges, 
Frolkng the famous Canal which communi- 
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cates with Oſtend, with Drums beating, Co- 
lours flying, a la Militaire; and were receiv- 


ed by the Inhabitants, with the greateſt ap- 


parent joy; the Bells for which Bruges is 
famed, were ringing moſt melodiouſly to wel- 
come our arrival ; and (being Sunday,) every 
individual was dreſſed out to the utmoſt ad- 
vantage; the Ladies eſpecially, who crouded 
the Windows applauding and ſhaking their 


handkerchiefs; the Prieſts, and Fryars too, 


pronounced their Benedicites with great ear- 
neſtneſs as the Troops paſſed them. At eve- 
ry door was a Female with a bottle and glaſs, 
who ſeemed happy when a Soldier would ſtop 
to drink with her, at the ſame time endeavour- 


ing by every means in her power, to convince 


him that he was welcome to it. The Army 
did not make any halt in the City, but march- 
ed through to a Plain ncar the Village of 


Odelem, about 5 Miles beyond Bruges, on 


the high road to Ghent, taking up the ſame 


Ground which had been occupied the pre- 


ceding day, by a detachment of the French 
Army, which had leit it only this morning, 
after having levied a very heavy Fraternal 
fine upon the Inhabitants of Bruges, which 
they moved off with, upon hearing of the 
approach of our Army. On this Plain, which 


was ſurrounded by Woods, after having re- 
freſhed 


LS) 


freſhed with Bread and Meat, which was 
brought in their haverſacks from the Tran- 
ſports; our Men lay down wrapped up in 
their Blankets, very much fatigued with this 
firſt days March, owing to the extreme heat 
of the weather. The diſtance from Oſtend, 
was about eighteen Engliſh Miles. 


Monday, 3oth June. This morning at one 
o' Clock, our Camp was alarmed by a ſudden 
diſcharge of Muſquetry, at a little diſtance 
from the Left, the Men were on their Feet, 
and formed in an inſtant, and as alert and rea- 
dy for Action, as though they had been repoſ- 
ing on the beſt of Beds. The alarm was uni- 
verſal ; all the out-poſts prepared for an im- 
mediate attack, and the Horſe patroles gallop- 
ing up and down the Line challenged by the 
numerous Sentries at every Poſt formed a 
ſcene altogether new and alarming to the 
greater part of the Army. As I have made 
uſe of the term challenged, it may not be 
improper here to mention the manner of 
challenging a patrole in the Night. The Sen- 
try when he hears, or ſees any Perſon, or 
Perſons coming toward him, cries out, or 
challenges by the Words. Who comes 
there !”” He is anſwered immediately. Pa- 
trole.” The Sentry replies. Advance Pa- 
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trole and give the Counter-fign.” And charg- 
ing his Bayonet, the other comes up to the 
point of it, and in a low voice, repeats the 
Word which is the Counter-ſign of the day, 
upon which the Sentry permits him to paſs. 
The Counter-fign is changed every day, or 
oftener, as circumſtances may require ; and 
as the ſafety of the Army depends upon it, 
it is communicated with the utmoſt ſecrecy 
and precaution. The alarm was kept up for 
a conſiderable time before the real occaſion 
of it was diſcovered, when at length it prov- 
ed to be from an advanced Piquet of one of 
the new raiſed Regiments, which of courſe 
could not be ſo well diſciplined as the Old 
Corps; and ſome of their Sentries, owing 
to the extreme darkneſs, miſtaking a party of 
their own for the Enemy, Fired upon them, 
and wounded ſeveral before the miſtake was 
diſcovered. As ſoon as our Commander had 
fully informed himſelf of the circumſtance, he 
rode down the Line, and deſired the Men to be- 
take themſelves to reſt again, as it was only a 
falſe alarm ; he however could not help being 
pleaſed at the readineſs which was ſhewn by 
every one, and their great ſpirit on this oc- 
caſion. At 11 o'Clock this morning, we moy- 


ed off the Ground, taking the road towards 


Ghent, and ſoon after we had begun our 
march, 
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march, a Perſon was brought in who was 
ſuſpected to belong to the French Army; from 
him we learnt that they were at no very great 
diſtance from us, we therefore fully expect- 
ed to come to action in the courſe of the 
day, in which we were diſappointed, and 
which was imputed to a ſcheme of our Com- 
mander, who had induſtriouſly cauſed a re- 
port to be circulated in the Country, that 
our Army was Thirty Thouſand ſtrong ; and 
gave the neceſſary orders for Forrage, Bread, 
&c. for an Army of that number : this ſcheme 
for ſome time had the intended effect, and 
cauſed our march to be unmoleſted. The 
firſt part of this day's march we were favour- 
ed with fine weather, qgnd we marched 
through leveral conſiderable Villages; near 
one of which, we were joined by a Regiment 
of Hanoverian Cavalry ; from them we learnt 
that the Auſtrians under Clairfait, and 
Hanoverians unde» Walmoden, were within 
two miles of Ghent, and we were if poſſible, 
to form a junction with them this night, as 
the French Army in that Neighbourhood was 
well known to exceed ours, by more than 
treble the number. The neccflity of joining 
the Auſtrians, and Hanoverians this night, 
being ſo very evident; and the diſtance by 
the cireuitous courſe we were ghliged to take 
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being ſo very great, our Commander halted 
the Army on the road toward evening; and 
having procured Bread, Cheeſe, and Beer, 
from the Neighbouring Villages; he very ge- 


nerouſſy ordered every Man, an excellent al- 


lowance of the aforeſaid articles, and for the 


greater eaſe of the Troops; he at the ſame 


time procured Waggons from the Country- 
People, to carry all the knapſacks, and thoſe 
Men who might be ſo fatigued as to be una- 
ble to proceed on the march, as well as the 
Women and Boys. This proved of very great 
convenience to all, the more eſpecially as juſt 
at the cloſe of day there came on the moſt 
tremendous ſtorm of Thunder, Lightning, and 
Rain, that the oldeſt Man there remembered; 
the darkneſs was truly aſtoniſhing, and ren- 
dered more ſo in appearance by the very hea- 
vy flaſhes of Lightning, which at intervals 
ſhone terrible upon the poliſhed Arms of the 
Soldiers. Our Commander, fearful of the 
Bayonets attracting the Lightning, gave orders 
for them to be unfixed, and the Men to march 
with their Arms ſecured ; which is carrying 
them under the arm, with the muzzle point- 
ing to the ground, and thereby protecting 


from the wet, both priming and charge. In 


this very dreadful weather, and drenched 
condition, we continued our march the whole 
night, 
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night, but frequently obliged to halt by the 
ſtopping of the Cannon, which the Horſes 
were unable to drag along, by reafon of the 
heavy roads in ſome places, and in others, by 
the great ſwells of Water on the Road, oc- 
caſioned by the heavy rain; the Lightning 


too, flaſhing in the eyes of the Horſes, occa- 
ſioned them to rear and become ungoverna- 


ble: theſe circumſtances cauſed our March 
to be extremely ſlow and diſagreable. It 
may be neceſſary to obſerve, that to every 


Regiment of Foot, are attached two light 


Braſs Six-pounders, to each of which belong 
twelve Artillery-Men, and three Horſes with 
their drivers; beſides an Ammunition Wag- 
gon and Tumbril, ro each Regiment, which 
were very heavily laden; the Horſes were 
brought over from England, and were of the 
moſt ſpirited kind, and in the higheſt Keep, 


otherwiſe they would not have been able to 


have gone through the hardſhips and fatigues 
which they continually underwent. There 
happened 1n this night's March, a circumſtance 
which had nearly proved of very ſerious con- 
fequence to our Army. The Brigade under 


the Command of Lord Cathcart, conſiſting of 


the 19th 42d and 54th Regiments, truſting to 
a guide who was an Inhabitant of the Country, 
were conducted (whether by accident, or de- 
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ſign, is not certainly known,) towards the 


Enemy's Camp; and owing to the extreme 


darkneſs of the night, they wey were proceed- 
ing directly into their Lines, when one of their 
Sentries challenged, but by the great preſence 
of Mind of Lord C. and the calmneſs with 
which he conducted himſelf, the Brigade was 


fortunately ſaved from being cut to pieces; 


which would inevitable have been their fate, 
had not the error been fortunately diſcovered 
in time, and the Brigade thus reſcued by their 
Noble and Gallant Commander. By this ac- 
cident, that Brigade could not join the Army 
until late the next morning. 


It was not until one o' Clock in the morn- 
ing of Tueſday iſt July, that our Army came 
upon the Ground intended; and in as wet 
and weary a condition as ever Men were, af- 
ter an inceſſant march of at leaſt thirty En- 
gliſh Miles, great part of which was perform- 
ed in a continued heavy rain, and through 


heavy ſandy roads, equally diſtreſſing to Hor- 


ſes ana Men: and it was not without the 
greateſt exertions of the Artillery-Men, and 


drivers, that the Horſes were enabled to bring 


up the Cannon, and Ammunition Waggons. 
This Ground was ſituated in the Corn-Fields 
near the Village of Oſtiker, and near the ce- 
lebrated City of Ghent; which place being 
pt being 
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being ſituated on the junction of the Rivers 
Scheldt, and Lys, and alſo having a com- 
munication with Bruges, and Oſtend, by means 
of a Faucous Canal, has more the appearance 
of a Sea-Port, than a place ſo far inland. Here 
we joined General Clairfait's Army, and the 
Hanoverian, and Heſſian Troops, under the 
Command of the Hanoverian General, Count 
Walmoden. 


As ſoon as the Lines was formed, and the 
Arms piled; our Men attempted to light 


fires, but for a long time this was found im- 


practicable, owing to the water upon the 
ground, and the wet wood which was pro- 
cured ; it was near day-light in the morning, 
before the wood could be brought to burn: 
ſome of the Officers and Men, were ſo exhauſt» 
ed by fatigue, that they could not reſiſt the 
inclination of lying down to reſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the exceeding wetneſs of the ground, 
by which they were in danger of taking bad 
colds. 


Thoſe Men who were able, and moſt of the 
Officers ; were employed in the painful occu- 
pation of collecting fiire-wood, and endeavour- 
ing to light fires ; but by far the greater part 
were fo overpowered by fatigue, that they flept 
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ſoundly, though completely drenched through 


with the rain. At day-break it ceaſed raining, 


and the Weather proved very fine; and our 
Commander this day, in conſequence of the 
great ſatigue the Troops had undergone ; ve- 


ry generouſly ordered each Man a pint of 
Spirits, and a double allowance of Beef, with 
which being well refreſhed ; the remainder 
of the day was devoted to the building of 
Huts, or Wigwams, made of the boughs of 
Trees, after the Indian manner ; which prov- 


ed of preat ſervice in keeping off the ſcorch- 


ing heat of the Sun by day, and the heavy 
dews which fell by night; and in the build- 
ing of which, our Men got to be very ex- 


pert: this employment together with foraging 
for vegetables, cooking victuals, &c. took up 


the whole of the day, in the courſe of which 


the Waggons, with the knapſacks, Women, 


&c. arrived ſafe, and the fatigues of the pre- 


ceding night were ſoon forgot. 


Wedneſday, 2d July. This morning our 


Army was formed, in order to be reviewed by 
the Auſtrian General Clairfait. He arrived at 


11 o'clock accompanied by his Royal High- 


nels, Prince Adolphus of England, General 
Walmoden, and ſeveral other Officers of rank, 


who with their numerous train of attendants, 


making 


8 


L 15.4 


making a remarkable fine Military appear- 
ance, rode down the Line; and were pleaſed 
to expreſs a very great degree of pleaſure, and 
ſatisfaction, at the appearance of our Troops; 
eſpecially after their ſevere march, the effects 
of which by this time were totally removed. 


After the review, the remainder of this day 
was devoted to eaſe and repoſe; and the fol- 
lowing day Thurſday, 3rd July, was ſpent 
nearly in the ſame maner, and collecting 
vegetables, and proviſions, for which the Wea- 
ther proved very favourable ; but this eaſe, 
and indolence was not to be of long duration, 
for as the Troops were indulging themſelves 
with the idea of another comfortable night's. 
lodging in their Wigwams, ſudden orders 
were received to decamp, and the march was. 
accordingly began about 7 o'clock this morn- 
ing; the weather was very fine, and as we 
concluded we had only a few miles to 
march ; nothing was thought of but only a 
pleaſant walk *till bed time, as great part of 
the Army, were yet too inexperienced Sol- 
diers, to know that it is as cuſtomary. to. 
march in the night, as in the day, in a Coun- 
try which is the ſcene of action; eſpecially 
when the weather is hot, which was the. caſe 
at preſent. 
We 
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We continued our march the whole of this 
night, paſſing through ſeveral conſiderable 
Villages without a halt of any length of time; 
as when through any accident there was a halt 
of a few minutes, the Men would immediate- 
ly lie down in the road, and fall aſleep in an 
inſtant; and it was not without ſome difficul- 
ty that they could be rouſed to purſue their 
march. 


At day-break in the morning of Friday, 4th 
July, we were in fight of the Town of Den- 
dermonde, fituated upon the River Scheldt, 
and Dender ; the former of which we march- 
ed over into the Town, by a fine ſtone bridge ; 
we made no halt in the Town, but went on 
and were met by a detachment of Caval- 
ry, from his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Vork; who informed us that we might very 
ſoon expect an engagement; and which, our 
Men full of Spirits very eagerly wiſhed. 


We took up our ground this morning about 
three miles from Dendermonde in the Corn- 
Fields; clearing away the Fences and ſtand- 
ing Corn (which was now ready for the fickle) 
where ever they appeared to be in the way. The 
Neighbouring Orchards, and Gardens, which 
were at this time abounding with all kinds of 
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fine Fruit, were in a very ſhort time de- 
ſpoiled of their produce. The moſt beautiful 
and elegant Gardens, and Plantations, in 
which the Inhabitants take great delight, and 
bring to very great perfection; are in a few 
hours converted into a ſcene of ruin, and de- 
vaſtation; and it generally happens, that there 
is as much produce trod under foot, and waſt- 
ed, as is uſed by the Soldiers. The fineſt 
Fruit Trees are frequently cut down, to come 
more eaſily at the Fruit; notwithſtanding the 
prayers, and intreaties of the wretched Inha- 
bitants, and the Officers exert themſelves in 
vain to prevent the plunder of the houſes. 
Such and infinitely worſe is the fate of thoſe 
Countries, which are unhappily deſtined to be 
the ſeat of war. How thankful ſhould the 
Britiſh Subjects be, that they are fully protect- 
ed by a gracious King, and an admirable 
Government from every depredation; that 
every man's houſe is his caſtle, fortified by 
the laws of his country. Then in what abhor- 
rence ſhould theſe wretches be held who, by 
falſe and deluſive principles, endeavour to ſub- 
vert the happy conſtitution of their country ; 
ſubje& it to the invaſion of an unprincipled 
Enemy, and cauſe it to be the ſcene of a civil 
and deſtructive war! That all ſuch may meet 
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wich their deſert; is the prayer of every loyal 


and true hearted Briton. 


In our march through this part of the coun- 
try, we obſerved a great number of Crucifixes 


and images of Saints, which are placed by the 


road ſide; and ſome of them having neat little 
houſes built for them; theſe afforded an infinite 
fund of entertainment to the Soldiers, who- 
gave them many curious appellations: the in- 
habitants in paſſing them, would croſs them- 
ſelves and ſay a kind of ſhort prayer, bus our 
Soldiers were not quite ſo religious. 


I muſt not forget to mention the exhilara- 
ting effect of martial muſic upon the Soldiers, 
aſter long and tedious march ; which was ful- 
ly evinced not only on marching through Den- 
dermonde, after a fatiguing night's march, 
but alſo on every ſimilar occaſion. It is cuſto- 
mary for an army to halt a little before they 
enter any Town, until the ſtragglers are come 
up ; and to form, and march through with as 
much regularity as poſſible ; on which occaſion 
the colours of the different regiments are 
expanded, and their bands of muſic, or 
drums and fifes play up ſome enlivening 
march through the Town; at the ſound of 
which, thoſe men who an inſtant beſore were 
apparently 
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apparently exhauſted by fatigue, at once re- 
cover their ſpirits, and march with as much 
lightneſs and regularity, as if they were going 
to a review; and there even appears a ſort of 
emulation who ſhall appear the leaſt fatigued. 


Saturday, 5th July. This morning we 
moved off our ground at 10 o'clock, taking the 
route of Aloſt, but made no great progreſs 
in our march this day; our Commander having 
received intelligence that the enemy were ad- 
vancing towards that place, the Army was 
halted in the road until their ſituation might be 
reconnoitred. We remained in the road all day, 
and at night lay on our Arms in the corn fields 
adjoining, and early in the morning of Sun- 
day, 6th July,—we again moved on towards 
Aloſt, which we paſſed, and took up our 


ground to the left of the Town, upon an open 


marſhy ground having the river Dender in 
front. This ground the Hanoyerians had juſt 
quitted, as their wigwams were ſtill remaining, 
and which ſaved our people the trouble of 
building new ones. On this ground it was 
generally ſuppoſed that we ſhould be attack. 
ed; and ſtrict orders were iſſued that no per- 
{on whatever, ſhould quit the encampment on 
any account; but be ready to turn out at a 
moments warning. At one time, certain in- 

telligence 
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telligence arrived that the enemy were ad- 


vancing in great force to attack us; and the 
army was accordingly drawn up in order of 
battle. Our Commander then rode down the 
line, addreſſing each regiment as he paſſed 
in a very animated ſtyle, and informed them, 
that they muſt expect to face their Enemy in a 
very few minutes, and that he had not the ſmall- 
eſt doubt, but they would diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves as true Britiſh Soldiers; that the Ene- 


my, were a ſet of unprincipled villains, who 
had murdered their King, and wiſhed to cor- 
rupt by every mean artifice the honor of the 
Britiſh Soldiers. He truſted that his little 
army which had already convinced him that 
they were ſuperior to every fatigue, would al- 
ſo convince him, that they were ſuperior to 
every artiſice which a treacherous and perfi- 
dious enemy could put in practice to miſlead 
them. Theſe expreſſions were received with 
the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction; and there ex- 
iſted not a ſingle Man in the whole Army, 
who would not have thought it the higheſt 
honour to have ſacrificed his life, in detence 
of his King and Country. Indeed at all times, 
and in the greateſt diſtreſs or fatigue, our 
troops were even loyal to a degree of en- 
thuſiaſm; and the favourite and popular good 
old ſong of © God Save great George onr 
We! . 
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King,” was frequently ſung by whole compa- 
nies of ſoldiers in chorus; and as our com- 
panies at this time conſiſted of from ſeventy 
to one hundred; the effect was beautiful, 


eſpecially in a ſtill evening. 


Soon after our Commander had addreſſed 
the army, as before mentioned, a large de- 
tachmant of French Huſſars, attacked one of 
our advanced poſts on the left of the encamp- 
ment, and after ſome ſkirmiſhing they were 
driven back with ſome loſs; we had two or 
three Men of the wounded, The Army re- 
mained under Arms, great part of the day; 
during which time our commander and his 
ſuit, went to the town of Aloſt, to procure 
ſome refreſhment ; when as they entered the 
Town, a detachment of French Huſſars were 
entering at the oppoſite ſtreet; and the two 
parties met in the centre of the town. The 
Officer who commanded the French detach- 
ment, very politely ſaluted our party as he 
rode up to them, taking off his helmet with 
his left hand, and at the ſame time having his 
ſabre drawn in his right. Our Commander 


was returning his ſalute, (miſtaking him, and 


his detacment, for Heſſians,) when the trea- 


cherous Carmagnol, made a ſudden cut at him, 
which was dextrouſly avoided by a quick turn 
of 
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of the Horſe. This was no ſooner obſerved by 
the Commander's Orderly, (a youth about 18 
Years of Age, belonging to the 8th Light 
Dragoons,) than he rode at the French Officer, 
and immediately cut him down. The ſkirmiſh 
then became general in the very heart of the 
Town of Aloſt, to the no ſmall conſternation 
of the Inhabitants. Our party conſiſted only 
of a few Officers with their attendants, and 
the were completely ſurrounded by the French, 


not without ſome loſs, as our party had in the 
whole affair twelve killed and wounded ; of 
the latter deſcription- were two Officers, Col. 
Vandeleur, of the 8th Light Dragoons; and 
Col. Doyle, of the 87th Foot, this laſt Gentle- 
man was dangerouſly wounded by a ſabre in 
in two places. A detachment of Light Dra- 
goons coming up, ſoon put an end to the con- 
teſt, in which the French ſuffered conſidera- 
bly, leaving behind them in the Town, a num- 
ber of Men and Horſes, killed and wounded, 
A picquet of the 87th Regiment was in the 
place during the ſkirmiſh, but they could not 
be of any ſervice, as the parties were ſo 
intermixed that it was not poſſible to fire, 
without the danger of killing ſome of their own 
Country-Men, | 
On 
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On examination of the dreſſes of thoſe 
French who were killed, there were found in 
the ſleeves of their jackets, ſmall Iron chains 
which were intended to prevent the cut of a 
ſabre upon the arm ; they alſo, wore a kind of 
armour or large breaſt-plate, piſtol proof, 


The ſpirited and gallant behaviour of the 
young Man of the 8th Light Dragoons, be- 
fore mentioned ought not to be forgot ; who 


had never before been in an action. As ſoon 


as he had cut down the French Officer, he 
was in his turn attacked by one of the Huſſars, 
whom he inſtantly ſerved the ſame as he had 
done his Officer, and completed the bufineſs 
ſo effectually, that he actually diſabled not leſs 
than ſeven of the French, including the Offi- 
cer; when unfortunately an eighth coming be- 
hind him, gave him a dangerous cut in the 
ſword arm upon the elbow, which completely 
diſabled him; he however rode off and el- 
caped without any further injury. It is much 
to be regretted, that the name of this gallant 
Hibernian youth ſhould not be handed down 
to poſterity ; as an action like this in which he 
ſo conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, (al- 
though the firſt he was ever engaged in,) would 
have done honour to the veteran hero, and de- 


ſerves the ſame honourable record, It muſt 


here 
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here be obſerved that the Britiſh Light Caval- 
ry, are reckoned much ſuperior to any other, 
whether Auſtrian, Dutch, or French; the 
French Huflars in particular, who are mount- 
ed upon (what in England would be called) 
ponies; the general ſize of them, not being 
more than twelve hands high ; which gives 
our Light Horſe-Men that advantage over them, 
which was fully evinced in every engagement, 
or ſkirmiſh, which happened on the continent; 
as they variably terminated in favour of the 
Britiſh, and procured them the name in the 
French Army of. the Engliſh Butchers, which 
name they might juſtly be ſaid to deſerve; not 
in the cutting vp, but cutting down the Enemy 
ſo repeatedly, though frequently three or four 
to one, againſt them. The Men having thus 
conceived that idea, of their ſuperiority over 
the French, they did not conſider it as an 
equal match, except they were in the propor- 
tion of two to one againit the Britiſh. This 
ſhould not however by any means, be conſtru- 
ed into a depreciaation of natural courage of 
the French regular troops, who in general 
were Men of very great bravery. The ſame 
cannot be ſaid of their National volunteers, or 
Sans culoites, who were the dirtieſt, undiſcipli- 
ned ſet of wretches, that ever diſgraced the 
name of a ſoldier. The principle of equality 

prevailed 
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prevailed ſo much among them, that, had it 
not been for their regular troops of the Line, 
who in ſome meaſure kept them in awe, there 
would not have been the leaſt degree of ſubor- 
dination amongſt them, which is ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary in the military character; even their 
commander in chief they addreſſed by the fra- 
ternal appellation of Citoyen. 


I ſhall here alſo, ſpeak of the Britiſh Horſes, 
whoſe natural ſagacity, ſpirit and courage, are 
not equalled by thoſe of any other nation, par- 
ticularly thoſe trained for war. If a Dragoon 
is killed, or diſmounted, his Horſe will im- 
mediately make the beſt of his way to the 
place where he was laſt fed with the Horſes 
of his own troop, however great the diſtance 
may be; and if there are twenty regiments 
of cavalry on the ground, he will not only ſin- 
gle out his own regiment, but the troop he 
belongs to; and will fall in whether in front 
or rear, with as much facility as if his rider 
was on his back, | 


In an engagement, the horſes ſhew as great 
courage as it is poſſible for man to ſhew ; and 


when reſtrained from partaking of the glories 
and honours of the combat, they ſhew the ut- 
molt impatience and ardour, on hearing the 

D found 
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ſound of cannon, drums, and trumpets, in a 
manner truly expreſſive; by pawing the ground, 
erecting their ears, ſnorting and foaming, in 
a manner which proves them to be poſſeſt of 
the higheſt courage. When the trumpet ſounds 
the charge, it would be impoſſible for the moſt 
experienced rider to hold them in ; but they 
ruſh inſtinctively into the thickeſt of the ene- 
my, preſerving at the ſame time the moſt re- 
gular order; and each animal ſeems to vie 
with the other in procuring for his rider ho- 
nour and fame by every means in his power, 
of which this noble beaſt ſeems to partake in 
an equal degree with his maſter ; and though 
apparently impelled by a fierceneſs ungoverna- 
ble, yet in the hands of a ſkilful equeſtrian, 
he is gentle as a lamb, and obeys every touch 
of the reins or ſound of his maſter's voice, 
with the moſt cheerful alacrity, and there 
certainly is a kind of mutual friendſhip ſubſiſt. 
ing between man and horſe. A ſoldier would 
as ſoon ſee his comrade killed as his horſe; 
and that the horſe has an equal regard for, 
and knowledge of his maſter, will be ſeen in the 
following fa&, which though in ſome meaſure 
a contradiction of what has before been obſerv. 
ed of a horſe returning to his troop, when his 
rider is diſmounted, yet it nevertheleſs ſhews 
equal ſagacity in that animal. A dragoon 

being 
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being ſhot in a ſkirmiſh on the borders of a 
wood, was left behind by his own party ; they 
not having it in their power to carry him off, 
on account of the numbers of the enemy who 
were coming up, and- as he fell from his horſe 
when he received the ball, his comrades con- 
cluded he was dead, which was actually the 
caſe. A patrole coming by the place about 
two days afterwards, diſcovered the body, with 
the horſe feeding by it, and which the poor 
creature had never quitted, as was plainly ſeen 
by the graſs being eaten cloſe within a few 
yards round the body. When they had buri- 
ed the corpſe on the ſpot, the faithful animal 
ſeemed to ſhew great reluQance to come away 
without his maſter; frequently turning his 
head and neighing, as if wiſhing his dead maſ- 
ter to come and mount him: this was an old 
horſe that had lived with one rider many years. 
The dragoons frequently ſay that they would 
ſooner loſe their wife than their horſe, eſpe- 
cially in an enemy's country; becauſe it is an 
eaſy matter to get a new wife, but an impoſſi- 
bility to get a well trained horſe to their lik- 
ing, though they ſometimes are accomodated 
with both on the death of a comrade. 


From the information of priſoners, and ſome 
deſerters which came in this day, there was 


every 
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every reaſon to believe that the enemy meant 
to make a grand attack upon us in the morn- 
ing early. This evening all the pioneers of 
the army were at work cutting down the fen- 
ces and levelling the ditches, in order to cut 
off ſome miles of the uſual road towards Me- 
chlin, or Malines, where we expected to join 
the army under the command of His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York. The pioneers 
continued at work all night, and had nearly 
compleated at day break on Monday, 7th Ju- 
ly,—when we expected the attack of the 
French, which however did not take place. 
At duſk in the evening we moved off our 
ground with the utmoſt ſilence, quitting Flan- 
ders, and entering the province of Brabant : 
we continued our march the whole of this 
night, and at day break on Tueſday, 8th July, 
we halted and lay on our arms in the road for 
a few hours reſt ; having done that, we con- 
tinued our march for ſeveral miles, when we 
reached the Bruflells canal, by the ſide of 
which we marched about four miles *till we 
came to the Village of Maillos, where we croſſ- 
ed the canal by a wooden briage. Here we 
again lay on our arms in the road, and in the 
evening our Commander went to the head 
quarters of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
York, who was moving with his army from 
Renaix 
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Renaix towards Malines, and where we were 
to join him; the main body of the French 
army, was alſo at this time in motion from the 
neighbourhood of Soignies, where their head 
quarters had been for ſome days paft ; it was at 
this time computed that their army extending 
from Soignies, to Oſtend, a diſtance of 60 
miles, amounted to about three hundred 
thouſand men. 


Wedneſday gth July. This morning at 
day break, our army purſued their route to Ma- 
lines, which city we reached about 8 o'clock, 
where we halted, and here had the pleaſing 
ſatisfaction of finding a detachment of light 
dragoons belonging to the army of his Royal 
Highneſs the duke of York. In the afternoon 
the body of the army came up; both armies 
were very much rejoiced at the meeting, and 
proceeding through Malines, took up our 
ground near the village of Contich, about half 
way between Malines and Antwerp; the 
Duke's army being encamped about two miles 
nearer Antwerp, than that under Lord Moi- 
ra. | 


Previous to forming the line of encamp- 
ment, His Royal Highneſs on foot, took a 
ſurvey of Lord Moira's army in the road juſt 
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as they appeared after the march, and exprefl- 
ed very great ſatisfaction, and paid Lord Moi- 
ra many compliments on the appearance of 
his men, after the repeated heavy marches they 
had undergone: the army was equally rejoic- 
ed at the preſence of their Royal commander 


in Chief, who was univerſally beloved and eſ- 
teemed by them. 


On forming the line, ſtrict orders were iſſu- 
ed that no perſon whatever ſhould quit the 
encampment z. as it was expected the enemy 
would make ſome ſerious attacks upon us. On 
Saturday 12th July, they made a general at- 
tack upon all our out-poſts, occupied by our 
advanced corps, in front of the canal leading 
from Bruſſells to Antwerp, and being greatly 
ſuperior in numbers, our out-poſts were driven 
into the town of Malines; on this occaſion 
the army under the command of Lord Moira, 
was ordered immediately to advance to Ma- 
lines, to ſtop the farther progreſs of the ene- 
my; the light dragoons of the whole army 
were ordered in front. Here I ought not to 
omit mentioning the courageous and intrepid 
conduct of a female, who was wife to one of 
our dragoons; ſhe fingly mounted, ana on 
going to meet the enemy, rode along fide of 
her huſband with her drawn ſabre, and with 
the 
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the greateſt glee ſinging. © Ah non, non, non, 
pauvre Madelon, will never quit her rover.“ 


This intrepid girl was very handſome, and 
was in ſeveral engagements with her huſband 
during the courſe of the campaign ; in all of 
which ſhe acquitted herſelf with great gallan- 
try; ſhe was drefſed in a kind of blue uni- 
form habit, nearly reſembling the dreſs of the 
light dragoons, and wore alſo a black beaver 
hat full of feathers, which at a diſtance had 
the appearance of a helmet. 


Our army had nearly reached Malines, when 
the dragoons returned, after having driven 
the enemy back with ſome loſs; we then re- 
turned to our ground, and to our dinners, the 
greateſt part of which happened to be cook- 
ing at the time we were ordered out, 
and which were obliged to be left in that ſi- 
tuation to the great mortification of the troops, 
but for which they made ample amends on their 
return. | 


Sunday, 13th July. This evening the French 
attempted to paſs the river Nethe (a ſmall 
nyer which runs into the Scheldt,) by a bridge 
which was defended by a part of the Hanove- 


rians, under the command of general Walmo- 
den. 
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den. The number which attempted to paſs 
the bridge, were about 5000; and were a 
part of their army which had taken poſſeſſion 
of Ghent. This attempt brought on a very 
heavy cannonade between the enemy and the 
Hanoverians, when Lord Moira was detached 
with two brigades, to the ſupport of the Ha- 
noverians; but before his Lordſhip could come 
up, the French had retired with conſiderable 
loſs; the Hanoverians had two officers and 
twelve privates killed and wounded, in this 
buſineſs. Lord Moira left one regiment with 
two field pieces to defend the paſſage of the 
bridge. 


Tueſday, 1 5th July. This day the enemy were 
more fortunate in their attacks ; they advanc- 
ed in very great force againſt the left wing of 
our army, which conſiſted of Hanoverians, and 
Heſſians, and took poſſeſſion of the town of 
Malines before two brigades which were de- 
tached from our army to oppoſe them, could 
come up. 


They took only a few Heſſians in the town, 
and in the evening they retreated to Wal- 
heim, a ſmall town ſituated on the Rupell 
river. / 


Weſneſtay 


E 


Wedneſday, 16th July. This day the French 
again made an attempt to paſs the river Nethe, 
at the bridge of Walheim; but a britiſh bri- 
gade ſtationed there, (the 12th 38th and 
44th regiments,) with ſix field pieces and ſome 
howitzers, very bravely and ſucceſsfully op- 
poſed their paſſage. A very heavy cannonade, 
took place acroſs the river, by which we loſt 
ſome artillery-men, and made great havoc 
amongſt the French, by the well directed fire 
that was kept on them from our field-pieces. 


This evening the greateſt part of the army 
under the command of Lord Moira, were de- 
tached to take poſſeſſion of the village of Dut- 
fell; General Dalwig with a body of Hano- 
verians, was at Walheim on his right, and 
General Walmoden, with the remainder of the 
Hanoverians was at Lierre. At this time the 
combined armies of Britiſh, Auſtrians, and 
Dutch, formed a complete chain from Namur 
to Antwerp; which in caſe of being attempt- 
ed to be broken in any one point, might have 
been ſupported by the others. General Clair- 
fait was at Namur, the Prince of Orange at 

Louvain, the Prince of Cobourg at Tirlemont, 
General Walmoden at Lierre, and the Duke. 
of York covering Antwerp. We learnet here 
from ſome perſons of credit, who had eſcaped 
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from Ghent, ſince the French took poſſeſſion 
of that place, that every thing had been put 


into a ſtate of requifition; as plate both pub- 


lic, belonging to the Churches, and private 


property, as well as braſs, iron, and all ſorts of 


wearing apparel. In ſhort every article was 
put into a ſtate of requiſition under pain of the 
Guillotine, (that levelling inſtrument of 
French fraternity,) all the ſpecie, and plate 
they had already ſeized, had been ſent off for 
France, and for which they gave aſſignats: 
they were however not content with putting 
the property of the inhabitants into a ſtate of 
requiſition, but they had demanded to be raiſ- 
ed in Flanders alone, one hundred thouſand 
men for the ſervice of the French republic; 
ſo that the inhabitants of Flanders, were al- 
ready heartily tired of their new maſters, and 
no doubt by this time are convinced that they 
will pay dear for their ingratitude to their 
Lawful Sovereign the Emperor, and in a ſhort 
time be like their new brethren, real Sans 
Culottes. | 


Friday, 18th July. This day we received 
intelligence that the army of the convention 
under Pichegru, was preſſing hard upon the 
Dutch army, and forcing them to fall back 


towards Breda; in conſequence of which the 
X Duke 
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Duke of Vork ſet off to have an interview, 
and concert meaſures with the Prince of- 


Orange. 


Our ſentries and thoſe of the French, con- 
verſed very familiarly together acroſs the ri- 
ver Rupell, in the neighbourhood of Duffell; 
without the leaſt fear of our men being ſedu- 
ced by the French fraternization. This river 
hereabouts was not more than fifty yards over, 
but very deep and rapid, as the tide flowed up 


as high as the town of Lierre, which is not 


leſs than fifty Engliſh miles from the mouth 
of the Scheldt, of which the Rupell is a 
branch. 


A fatal accident happened this night at one 
of our picquets on the bank of the river; a 
patrole of light dragoons conſiſting of a cor- 
poral and two men, going their rounds to ſee 
that the ſentries were alert on their poſts, 
came up to one of our own ſentries, who im- 
mediately challenged the patrole, and inſtead 
of waiting ſor the counter-ſign, he fired upon 
the corporal who was coming up to give it him, 
by which he killed the corporal on the ſpot. 
What made the circumſtance the more dif- 
treſſing was, the brave character which the 
unfortunate corporal bore ; having the day 
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before diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a very gallant 
manner, in a ſkirmiſh with a party of the ene- 
my's huſſars; and after having cut down ſe- 
veral of them, killing the French officer and 
bringing in his horſe as a trophy of victory. 


Sunday, 20th July. During the time we 
lay at Duffell, our out-poſts were daily ſkir- 
miſhing with thoſe of the enemy; and this 
morning at day-break, there was a general at- 
tack upon moiſt of our out- poſts, which occa- 
ſioned warm work for ſeveral hours; (it had 
been obſerved for many Sunday's, that the 
French had choſen this day for any general 
buſineſs,) they were however repulſed as uſu- 
al, and ſeveral were killed and wounded on 
both fides. Our light dragoons were princi- 
pally engaged here, though the country was 
in general much too woody, and the ſtanding 
corn too high ſor them to act with advantage, 
as the enemy's rifle men frequently popt them 
off from the woods, and corn-fields, where it 
was impoſhble for our dragoons to come at 
them. In this place we firſt met with a regiment 
of emigrant foot, whoſe courage and attach- 
ment to Great Britain were repeatedly prov- 
ed: theſe unfortunate fellows were cloathed 
in the ſame manner that our foot regiments 
were, and in general were men who had once 

poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed conſiderable property in France, 
though now reduced to the neceſlity of en- 
countering the hardſhips and fatigues of pri- 
vate ſoldiers; their diſpoſitions were lively, 
and volatile, endeavouring by every means in 
their power to put off the reflection of their 
misfortunes. 


Monday, 27th July. This morning it was 
judged proper to draw off our out-poſts from 
this place, and to proceed to Antwerp ; where 
the main body of the Dukes army were alrea- 
dy moved, which was accordingly done, and 
and in the evening we took up our ground 
near the village of Colnhout, having previ- 
ouſly burnt the magazines of hay and ſtraw 
which remained at Contich. 


Tueſday, 22d July. This day to the great 
grief of our army, our worthy commander 
Lord Moira took his leave on his departure 
for England, in the following addreſs. 


Particular circuinſtances calling Lord Moi. 
ra immediately to England, he is to be re- 
“ lieved at this poſt, by Lieutenant-General 
* Abercrombie.” 


&« Lord 
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9 Lord Moira cannot ſurrender his com- 
* mand without entreating the officers, non- 
c commiſſioned officers, and men of the corps 
| « which accompanied him from Oſtend; to 
| c accept his warmeſt and moſt grateful thanks, 
| c for the kind and cheerful acquieſcence he 
k . has experienced from them, in the ſevere 
| « fatigues he was obliged to ſubject them.” 


„ He has the aſſurance, that he is till to 
j have their ſupport in the ſervice to which 
e they were originally deſtined; and that 
hope leſlens his reluctance at ceaſing for 
© the preſent, to ſhare the honourable dan- 
gers of ſervice. 


« He truſts they will believe, that no light 
& conſideration would have obliged him to 
&« quit them; as he perſuades himſelf, they 
* are ſenſible of his having endeavoured to 
% repay the generous attachment they have 
<« ſhewn to him, by the moſt lively intereſt for 


cc their welfare.” 
1 
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« For the preſent he bids them farewell, 
« with the moſt fervent prayers for their ho- 
* nour and proſperity.” 


ce This 


of the place. 
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This addreſs was received by the army, with 
a mixture of the moſt heartfelt pleaſure, and 
regret ; as his Lordſhip was almoſt adored by 
his army, who placed in him the moſt juſt and 
unlimited confidence, and who looked up to 
him as the Father of a family: the reaſon of 
his Lordſhip's quitting his army was this ; on 
joining the Duke of York's army, his Lord- 
ſhip found himſelf one of the youngeſt Gene- 
rals in the line, and that inſtead of retaining 
the command of his army, he would only be 
entitled to the command of a brigade. This 
ſurpriſed him very much, and on this account 
it was that he reſigned his command. 


Wedneſday, 23d July. This day we again 
proceeded on our march towards Antwerp, 
which place we paſſed by, cloſe under the for- 
tifications, and took up our ground on an im- 
menſe plain or common, fix miles to the North- 
ward of that place, and in the evening, Antwerp 
was totally evacuated by the Britiſh troops in 
garriſon there, and every military ſtore brought 
off in the courſe of the night, under the imme- 
diate inſpection of General Dundas, who was 
the laſt perſon that left the Garriſon; the 
French were at this time within about ſix miles 


Thurſday, 
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Thurſday, 24th July. This morning we 
again moved, towards the plains of Rooſendael, 
(ſituated nearly at an equal diſtance between 
Bergen op Zoom, and Breda,) where after a 
very heavy and fatiguing march we arrived 
early on the morning of Friday, 25th July. 
We here learnt that the French army yeſter- 
day entered and took poſſeſſion of Antwerp, 
before we had well got off our ground. 


Theſe plains whereon we were now encamp- 


ed, are very extenſive, and afford nothing but 


heath or barren ſands; and what was infinite- 
ly diſtreſſing to the army, there was not any 
good water to be got near the camp; and 
though wells were dug immediately on our 
arrival, yet the water they produced was very 
indifferent; ſo ſeverely was the want of this 
neceſſary article felt, that the Women and 


ſutlers actually went miles for good water: the 


ſoldiers were ſometimes obliged to boil their 
victuals in any ſtagnated water they could 
find; and the horſes were under the neceſſity 
of going a conſiderable diſtance for this ne- 
ceſſary of life, which was a very great incon- 
venience; and bread likewiſe was a very ſcarce 
article in this camp, as well as moſt of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, during the whole of the time 
we lay here. In this camp we were joined by 
two 
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two Britiſh regiments of foot from Guernſey 
and Jerſey, they came up the Scheldt to Ber- 
gen op Zoom where they landed, and were 
proceeding on their march to Antwerp, but 
his Royal Highneſs took care to give them 
notice that he had evacuated that place ; theſe 
regiments were the 3d, (or old buff's,) and 63d, 


(Lord Balcarras's,) the latter nearly 1000 


men ſtrong, and the buff's about 700; they 
were both very fine bodies of men. Theſe regi- 
ments being juſt landed were not a little ſur- 
prized, to ſee the curious appearance which the 
generality of the troops in camp made ; they 
not making quite ſo elegant an appearance as 
the regiments juſt come from good quarters; 
and they were more ſurpriſed, when informed 
that there had not been the accomodation 
even of a tent, for Lord Moira's army to fleep 
under ſince they landed at Oſtend. 


Wedneſday, 3oth July. This morning at 
day-break, the army received orders to march 
and had fell in accordingly ; when after re- 
maining under arms for two or three hours, 
counter-orders were received, to the mortifi- 
cation of the troops, who were .heartily tired 
of this place, to which they had given the 
name of the farvation camp. A detachment 
of the guards were ordered to advance ten or 
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twelve miles towards Antwerp, to reconnoitre, 
which they did, as far as the village of Achter- 
broeck ; but not having ſeen, and being una- 
ble to gain any intelligence of the enemy, they 
returned to camp in the evening : it was how- 
ever ſuppoſed we ſhould march in a day or 
two towards Breda, Our ſick were gone to 


Bois-le-Duc. 


© Sunday, 3d Auguſt. This day part of the 
army moved towards Breda, and head quar- 
ters were removed from Rooſendael to the 
village of Niſpen ; we learned this day that 
the enemy were in very great force, advancing 
towards Breda, and that their head quarters 
were already at Hoogſtraten, which was not 
more than fourteen miles from our encamp- 


ment. 


Monday, 4th Auguſt. This morning the 
whole of our army moved off towards Breda, 
and in the evening took up our ground near 
the village of Etten, a ſmall place lying be- 
tween Udenboſch, and Breda. 


Tueſday, 5th Auguſt. This day we again 
moved, and paſſing Breda, in the evening 
took up our ground on a black heath near 


the village of Oſterhout, about three miles 
to 
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to the Eaſtward of Breda, croſſing the road 
from Dunge ; the right of our camp lying 
towards Oſterhout, and the left towards the 
village of Moelſchott. Here we had the great 
pleaſure of receiving our tents and camp 
equipage, which was brought to us by waggons 
from the Scheldt: it was certainly a very 
pleaſing circumſtance to us, for we had hi- 
therto, both officers and privates lay upon the 
ground, without any other covering than what 
a great coat or blanket afforded, except when 
opportunity offered to make wigwams, which 
though of great uſe in keeping off the heat of 
the Sun, were but very poor ſhelter from the 
heavy rains we frequently experienced, which 
beat through them very ſoon, to the great 
annoyance of the troops; with whom it was 
no uncommon thing to ſleep with 'the water 
running through their wigwams plentuouſly 
which however no ways diſturbed their fleep 
as after a hard day's march, they would ſleep 
as ſound, though wet through and with the 
water running under them, as in a bed ; though 
perhaps ſome of the poor fellows had not dry 
linen to put on in the morning. One would 
be led to conclude from theſe and other equal- 
ly diſtreſſing circumſtances, that the ſpirits 
and natural courage of the troops would be 


in ſome degree depreſſed, but to the konour of 
the 
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the Britiſh troops, that was not the caſe ; on the 
contrary, the greater the hardſhips, diſtreſſes, 
or difficulties appeared, ſo much the more did 
the ſoldiers endeavour to be (and to all appear- 
ance were) happy and contented in their fitua- 
tion; indeed it could not well be otherwiſe, 
from the example ſet by the officers, who un- 
derwent the ſame degree of fatigue and hard- 
ſhip with the privates, without even an idea 
of repining; and an effectual remedy to any 
thing of the kind, was but to refle& a moment 
on our King, country, and the glorious cauſe 
in which we were engaged; that of royalty and 
order againſt republicaniſm and anarchy. Our 
army at this place conſiſted of about 35,000 
men, of whom 18,000 were Britiſh, the remain- 
der, Hanoverians, Heſſians, Emigrants, &c. and 
the French army advancing upon us and whoſe 
advanced poſts took up our ground at Rooſen- 
dal the day after we left it, were known to 
be upwards of 80,000 ſtrong. Our preſent 
ground was a poſition of Dumouriers, when 
he was advancing to conquer Holland, and 
was remarkable for a great number of criminals, 
who were gibbetted in various disguſting and 
frightful poſtures, which were directly in front 
of our camp: they were not however long fuf- 
fered to remain there, for the ſoldiers cut down 
the gibbets, which ſerved them for fire wood, 
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= (an article much wanted here) and interred the 
; bodies. We here lay under the ſame inconve- 
nience as at Rooſendael, that is, the want of 
water near the camp, to remedy which, wells 


were dug as before, and the water here proved 
ſomewhat better than at Rooſendael, 


Sunday, ioth Auguſt. From the firſt of our 
arrival on this ground, a conſiderable number 
of men were conſtantly employed in raiſing 
batteries, and fortifying the camp in the moſt 
complete manner; and notwithſtanding we had 
ſeveral days of very heavy rain, that work was 
not in the leaſt retarded, but went on with the 
greateſt alacrity, for it was known that we were 
to cover Breda againit any attacks, till it ſhould 
be put into a proper ſtate of defence; and we 
heard that Pichegru had received orders to lay 
ſiege to it immediately, before which, he mult 
firſt attack our army, and he was at this time 
in great force at, and in the vicinity of Hoog- 
ſtraten, a place about fourteen Engliſh miles 
from our preſent camp, though the main body 
of the French army was at Maeſtricht. The 
Dutch garriſon of Breda were very buſily em- 
ployed (under the direction of the Prince of 
Orange) in putting that place into a complete 
ſtate of defence, and every preparation was 
made for laying the ſurrounding country under 
water 
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water, and which, from the heavy rains that fel! 
at this time, might be done at pleaſure to a 
conſiderable depth; ſo that it was ſuppoſed 
that Pichegru would find it a very difficult 
matter to take this place; it was at this time 
much ſtronger than when it was formerly ſo 
treacherouſly delivered up to Dumourier, and 
the preſent commanding officer was a man of 
great courage and experience, and might be ful- 
ly relied on for making a gallant defence. 


The people of property, notwithſtanding all 
theſe preparations, left Breda, taking with them 
all their valuables into the interior parts of 
Holland, to ſecure them, if poſſible, from the 
rapacity of the republican army; ſo great was 
the panic ſtruck into the minds of the people 
by French plunder and fraternization, that they 
fied with the utmoſt precipitation, taking with 
them their wives and families, and whatever va- 
luable effects they could, though many ſeemed 
quite at a loſs where to find an aſylum from 
plunder or the guillotine, and would frequently 
expreſs a with to live in “happy England.” 
For it was now well known that the French had 
entirely changed their conduct with their ſuc- 
ceſs; after planting their tree of liberty, they 
treated thoſe to whom they had juſt given their 
liberty, as a conquered people, and impoſed the 

moſt 
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molt: heavy contributions, under pain of the 
guillotine, and their exactions they levied with 
the moſt ſummary military execution. It was 
now not? to make men free, as was at firſt pre- 
tended, that they made war, but to ſeize on 
their property; and they introduced into the 
conquered countries, no part of their laws or 
conſtitution, (if they had any) but their guil- 
lotine, and that was principally employed againſt 
thoſe who had property to pay the expence 
of their execution; this was now univerſally 
known in Flanders and Brabant. During the 
time we lay here we witneſſed a grand military 
ſpectacle: the Prince of Orange, accompanied by 
a very numerous train, came to view the Britiſh 
army with great ſplendour ; amongſt others in 
his train were Monſieur, brother to the late King 
of France, the Britiſh Princes Erneſt and Adol- 
phus, with a number of Noblemen, and all the 
Generals and principal field officers of the Britſh, 


Hanoverian, Heſſian, Dutch and Emigrant ar- 
mies, accompanied by their ſeveral aid du camps, 


in the uniform of their reſpective nations:—Alſo 
the Princeſs of Orange, attended by a number 
of ladies in carriages, ſome of which were of 
the moſt ſuperb kind. As the cavalcade paſſed 
in front of each regiment, each band of muſic 
ſtruck up © God ſave the King”; the regiments 
at the ſame inſtant preſented their arms, and the 
officers, 
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officers, ranged in proper order, ſaluted as they 
paſſed. The Prince of Orange rode firſt, with 
the Duke of York on his right hand, the Prince 
dreſſed in blue and the Duke in ſcarlet, and 
each wore a beautiful and brilliant ſtar, parti- 
cularly the Prince of Orange, which was a very 
magnificent one, ſet with diamonds; there were 
feveral other ſtars in the train, of leſs magni- 
tude, but which added nevertheleſs to the bril- 
hancy of the ſcene. On the whole, this was 
certainly a moſt beautiful military fight. So 
many Princes, Noblemen and General officers, 
all moſt ſuperbly di eſſed in the uniforms of their 
nations, and mounted on beautiful chargers, 
richly capariſoned, inſpired the ſpectator with 
an idea of thoſe antient times, when the Knights 
of chivalry, with their Eſquires, uſed to aſſem- 
ble from all parts of the world, accoutred in as 
many different coats of armour, to celebrate 
thoſe famous 7il/ts and tournaments, which uſed 
ſo much to excite the attention of the world. 
The Prince of Orange and his attendants, ex- 
preſſed the greateſt degree of pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction at the appearance of our army, and the 
attention that was ſhewn him; he very gene- 
rouſly ordered every man an allowance of ſpi- 
rits, and the day was conſecrated to feſtivity; for 
although thus ſituated on a black common, and: 
without any other covering than a thin canvas, 

yet 
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yet there was continually ſome amuſement or 
other going on amongſt the ſoldiers off duty; 
eſpecially when the weather was favourable: 
amongſt other ludicrous ceremonies, that ob- 
ſerved on a ſoldier's wedding ſhould not be for- 
got; for as it frequently happened that ſome 
poor fellow got pop't off in a ſkirmiſh, or died 
a natural death, and left a widow behind him to 
lament his loſs; his comrade, to ſhew his friend» 
ſhip, would generally dry up the widow's fears 
as ſoon as poſlible, after the burial, and fre- 
quently would not ſuffer her to remain in a ſtate 
of widowhood more than two or three days; 
on which occaſion, after the uſual marriage ce- 
remony has been performed by a corporal of 
the regiinent, in the military ſtyle, the new 
married huſband undergoes the antient euſtom 
of being hoiſted upon the ſhoulders of two ſtout 
tellows of his company, with a couple of bay- 
onets ſtuck in his hat, by way of horns; and 
preceded by a drum and fife, playing the rogues 
march, he is paraded in front of his regiment, 
to the no ſmall entertainment of the ſpectators. 
This has been a cuſtom in the army for time ini- 
memorial, and is ſtill performed with the greateſt 
punctuality and ceremony that circumſtances 
will admit of; there was alſo a ſpecies of amuſe- 
ment in the evenings of a ſanctified nature. 
One of the ſoldiers took it into his head that 
G he 
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he had a call to be a babe of grace, and that he 
was the choſen veſſel to convert the whole army 
to methodiſm, for which purpoſe he inſtructed 
a choſen ſew in the arts of canting, hymn-ſing- 
ing, turning up the whites of their eyes, and 
other hypocriſies neceſlary in the methodiſtical 
line. This pious group formed an evening meet- 
ing in the rear of the camp, which was kept on 
during the whole of the time the army lay here, 
to the no ſmall edification of a few, but to the 
great amuſement of vaſt numbers, who uſed to 
attend, both officers and privates :—indeed our 
methodiſt preacher was in ſome degree praiſe- 
worthy; for though it is well known that every 
regiment in his Majeſty's ſervice pays very liber- 
ally for a chaplain, yet public prayers were but 
once performed during the whole campaign by 
a regular clergyman; this neglect of divine ſer- 
vice does not ſeem to be any thing new in the 
military line; as the facetious Lawrence Sterne, 
in his Triſtram Shandy, puts the following ob- 
ſervations into the mouth of Corporal Trim. 
A ſoldier prays as often (of his own accord) 
& as a parſon; and when he 1s fighting for his 
« King, and for his own life, and for his honour 
„ too, he has the moſt reaſon to pray to God, 
of any one in the whole world; but when a 
e ſoldier has been ſtanding for twelve hours to- 
« gether in the trenches, up to his knees in cold 
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« water, or engaged for months together in 
<« long and tedious marches; harraſſed, perhaps, 
e jn his rear to day; harraſſing others to-mor- 
C row ; —— detached here; — countermanded 
& there;—reſting this night out upon his arms; 
beat up in his ſhirt the next ;—benumbed in 
his joints; perhaps without ſtraw in his tent 
* to lie on;—mulſt ſay his prayers how and 
* when he can; when a ſoldier gets time to 
ce pray, he prays as heartily as a parſon.”— 
Triſtram Shandy, Vol. 6, Chap. 7. 


Sunday, 17th Auguſt. We remained quiet [| 
upon this ground much longer than was at firſt 1 
expected, as it was univerſally imagined that f 
from the orders Pichegru had received from the 9 
Convention, he would have endeavoured to | 
force our army from its preſent poſition ; and we 
received information from deſerters, that he 
was receiving reinforcements daily. 


One of our reconnoitring parties, a detach- 
ment of the 16th light dragoons, this week ſur- 
priſed a French picquet, which conſiſted of 32 
Huſiars, of whom they took 7 priſoners, with 
their horſes, and killed the greater part of the 
remainder; (the horſes that are taken in any ſkir- 
miſh, are always ſold immediately for the bene- 


fit of the fortunate captors; the French Huſſar 
Wl horſes 
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horſes ſeldom brought more than from 20 to 
30 crowns, on account of their very ſmall ſize) 
this ſurpriſe occaſioned a general alarm in the 
aut poſts, and a report became univerſal through- 
out the camp, that the French were advancing 
with ſeveral pieces of cannon; they did not 
however think proper to appear beyond their ad- 


yanced poſts, 


Tueſday, 19th Auguſt. This morning a re- 
connoitring party of French cavalry, about 50 
in number, attempted to ſurpriſe an advanced 
picquet of ours at the poſt of Zender, conſiſt- 
ing of the Black Huſſars in the Dutch ſerviee; 
in which attempt, the French had ſeveral 
wounded, who were made priſoners and con- 
ducted to the hoſpital at Breda. During this 
rencontre, two of the French ſoldiers took an 
opportunity to deſert and come over to our pie- 
quet : theſe men reported, that the enemy cer. 
tainly intended an attack upon our army in a 
few days, and that their army now amounted to 


' 190,000 men, and were within one day's march. 


In conſequence of this information, the Duke 
viſited all the out poſts of the army, which took 
him from day break until ten o'clock at night ; 
during which time every diſpoſition was made 
to receive the attack of the enemy, or other- 
wile to take advantage of ſuch circumſtances 


as 


SS 


as might happen; they however ſuffered us to re- 


main quiet as yet, contrary to the expectations 
of every one. 


Friday, 22d Auguſt. The French yet re- 
mained quiet, though it was generally ſup- 
poſed they would have made an attack upon 
us between Breda and Williamſtadt, where the 
Heſſians were poſted, whoſe poſition was deemed 


an excellent one. We heard that the French 


had orders to take Williamſtadt, but it was 
ſuppoſed they would find it a very difficult piece 
of buſineſs, as that place contained a garriſon 
of 5000 men, of whom near 2000 were Brit- 


iſh; a force every way adequate to the defence 


of that fortreſs. 


Saturday, 23d Auguſt. This morning a de- 
ſerter came in from one of the French advanced 
poſts, who was immediately conducted to head- 
quarters; he confirmed the report that ' the 
French were advancing in great force to attack 
our army; in conſequence of which a ſtrong 
reconnoitring party was ſent out to obſerve their 
motions. In the mean time every thing was pre- 
pared for their reception, and general orders 
iſſued, that no officers ſhould be abſent from 
camp. The heavy baggage and ſpare artillery 
received orders to move off the ground, which 

was 
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was done accordingly, they taking the rout of 
Bois-le-duc. We this day heard that ſeveral 
Britiſh regiments had juſt landed at the Moor- 
dyk, which was only about 12 miles from our 
camp; this gave additional ſpirits to the troops, 
as theſe regiments would juſt be in time to ſhare 
the anticipated glories and honours of the 
expected engagement. It was ſuppoſed that we 
ſhould not wait for the enemy on our preſent 
ground, but advance to meet them on ground 
where the whole of our cavalry could be 
brought to act with advantage, and where the 
foot would have an opportunity of charging 
with the bayonet, which it was welt known the 
French would never ſtand againſt. Never was 
there an army in ſo high ſpirits, in hopes of hav- 
ing an opportunity of ſignalizing themſelves in 
the cauſe of their country, nor ever was there 
an army of their number from which more 
might have been expected; every officer and 
private being animated with a zeal and ardor, 
which could not be ſurpaſſed; and had it been 
thought prudent to put their courage to the teſt 
the moſt ſanguine hopes of their country would 
not have been diſappointed, provided the repub- 
licans had given a fair opportunity to come to a 
general and deciſive engagement. The Britiſh 
troops were animated to that degree, that ſeveral] 


officers and privates, who had been ſick in Bre- 
da, 


WS 


da, joined with thecorps before they were perfe& 
ly recovered, on hearing that the French medi- 
tated an attack. 


Monday, 25th Auguſt. As yet the French 
had not made their boaſted attack upon us, 
though there was daily ſome ſkirmiſhing at the 
out pots. 


This day the whole army was formed in bat- 
tle array to witneſs a very melancholy public 
ſpectacle; which was thepublic execution of a 
young man belonging to the 8th light dragoons, 
who was ſhot in front of the encampment ; this 
ſight was extremely affecting to every individual, 
from the very impreſſive manner in which the 
execution was conducted, though his crime 
was of that nature which could not on any ac- 


count be pardoned, which was for putting to 


death his own officer, when wounded in the 
field, and afterwards robbing him. This un- 
fortunate young man was marched on foot in 
front of the line, from left to right, with his hel- 
met off, which was carried by a comrade who 
attended him; his arms were pinioned, and 
he was guarded by a detachment of his own re- 
ziment, who were to be his executioners, (for 
which they drew lots) all diſmounted. After he 
had proceeded flowly down the line, for every 

one 
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one to have a full view of him, he was con: 
ducted to an eminence in front and center of 
the line, and there ſhot. 


His death was nearly inſtantaneous, as three 
men fired at once, who ſtood at a very ſmall 
diſtance from him, and their balls all took place; 
had not their balls killed him outright, there 
was a reſerve of others ready to fire immedi- 
ately and put him out of his miſery; he was 
blindfolded and kneeling with his face to- 
wards his executioners; he expired without a 
groan, and his body was interred on the ſpot 
where he ſuffered. 


Tueſday, 26th Auguſt. This morning at 
day break, the French made their grand attack 
upon our advanced poſts, at the villages of Al- 
phen, Chaem, Ryſberg and Galder; they at- 
tacked theſe poſts with very great force, bring- 
with them ſeveral pieces of cannon ; they ſuc- 
ceeded in getting poſſeſſion of Ryſberg Galder, 
after a very obſtinate conteſt of ſome time, but 
they were repulſed at Alphen and Chaen, which 
was in a great meaſure owing to a reinforcement 
which arrived in time from camp at thoſe places, 
otherwiſe they muſt undoubtedly have carried 
the whole of our out poſts. By the great force 
with which they appeared, it ſeemed evident 

that 
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that they were marching to beſiege Breda, which 
was now in ſuch a ſtate of defence that it was 
ſuppoſed the French would not be able to make 
any impreſſion on it, before winter would oblige 
them to raiſe the ſiege. A Brigade of light Dra- 
goons being on a reconnoitring party near Bre- 
da, ſent out a patrole to a conſiderable diſtance, 
from the place where they had encamped, com- 
manded by a ſerjeant, who took an opportunity 
to go over to the enemy, taking with him the 
pay of the troop to which he belonged (he be- 
ing paymaſter ſerjeant.) This man gave infor- 
mation to the enemy of the ſtrength and ſitua- 
tion of the brigade, in conſequence of which, 
the French followed the patrole with great 
force, and ſo cloſely, that the brigade was 
obliged to retreat, after having ſeven men 
killed and ſeveral wounded and made priſoners : 
they were alio obliged to leave their tents to the 
enemy, owing to the treachery of the ſerjeant. 
The Duke of York this day dined at Breda, 
with the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, but 
returned in the evening to camp, as he con- 
ſtantly made it a rule never to ſleep out of head 
quarters. 


Wedneſday, 27th Auguſt. This day part of 
our army received orders to move off the ground 


and on Thurſday, 28th Auguſt, the whole 
H. ed 
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moved off, taking therout of Bois-le-duc, which 
place, after a very heavy march, we paſied 
through on Saturday, zoth Auguſt, with all 
the © pride, pomp and circumſtance of glo- 
rious war” to the mortification of great part of 
the inhabitants, who in this place, were in ge- 
ral ſuppoſed to be very diſaffected, much more 
ſo than any other place belonging to the Dutch: 
we ſaw very few orange cockades worn by the 
people here: they would no doubt be of a dit- 
ferent way of thinking, after having a perma- 
nent guillotine erected in the town for a few 
weeks, or were the republicans to convey all 
their caſh and valuable goods to France and 
leave them only paper in their room, or take 
off their heads if they complained, it would be 
a uſeful leſſon to them and their poſterity. They 
no doubt muſt have ſuffered all the tortures of 
diſappointed ſedition, in ſeeing ſo great a force 
march through their town, which muſt be a 
complete bar to their rebellious defires. Bois- 
le-duc 1s a large city and well fortified, both by 
nature and art; it is called in the language of 
the country Hertogenboſch, which has the 
ſame meaning with Bois-le Duc, that is, the 
Duke's-Wood. 


On the ſide towards Grave there is a moraſs 
which will not permit the erecting of batteries, 
and 
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and which is generally covered with water in 
the winter. We took up our ground on a heath 
near the village of Niſterlrode, about nine En- 
gliſh miles from Bois-le-Duc, on the road to 
Grave, from which placeit was about an equal 
diſtance, ; by theſe means, as the French had 
threatened both Bois-le-duc and Grave, the 
Duke might be at hand to ſuccour either place, 
at a ſhort notice; in front of our camp was an 
eminence, which was fortified with batteries, 
&c. in a very ſtrong manner, and no perſon 
doubted but that here we ſhould come to a de- 
ciſive engagement with the French army, which 
was ardently wiſhed for by every one. 


Monday, 1ſt. September. The head quar- 
ters of his Royal Highneſs the Duke were eſta- 
bliſhed at Berlicum, a village cloſe to the camp; 
the Hanoverians and Heſhans were poſted near 
the village of Oedenroy, upon the ſmall river 
Dommel. This day the Duke of York, the 
Prince of Orange, Generals Beaulicu, Walur- 
den, &c. held a council of war at Bois-le-Duc, 
which laſted ſeveral hours ; this it was ſuppoſed, 
was to,concert a plan for the enſuing operations 
of the campaign, whether the allies ſhould ad- 
vance upon the French, or continue upon the 
defenſive only, and maintain the chain at pre- 
ſent formed, till all their reinforcements were 

arrived 
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arrived, or till the opening of another cam- 
paign, as it was now imagined that both armies 
would very ſoon be glad to go into winter quar- 
ters, ; 


Thurſday, 4th September. The French as 
yet did not appear in fight of our out poſts, of 
courſe all remained perfectly quiet in camp, 
though the duty was extremely hard, owing to 
the very ſtrong picquets which were obliged to 
be ſent out; as it was known that the French 
army meant to advance towards us in three co- 
lumns, and one of them was already before Bre- 
da, to which place they were laying ſiege, and 
the French General had already ſummoned it to 
ſurrender, but was referred, by the command- 
ant for an anſwer, to the Duke of Vork, and 
at the ſame time the Commandant ordered all 
the houſes and villages, within range of the can- 
non of Breda, to be ſet on fire, that they might 
not afford any ſhelter to the enemy in their ap- 
f proaches to attack the place. One of the other 
columns of the French army was advancing 
from Maeſtricht, and had already reached the 
| city of Endhoran with their advanced poſts, 
| which place is not more than fifteen Engliſh 
miles from our camp, A  reconnoitring party 
of ours fell in with ſame of their picquets, near 


that place, whom they attacked, but from the 
25 | ſuperior 


ſuperior ſtrength of the enemy, our party were 
repulſed with the loſs of ſeveral men killed. Ac- 
cording to the returns of the army under the 
command of his Royal Highneſs on the conti- 
nent at this time, the numbers were as follow: 


diſciplined, and in as high ſpirits as it was poſ- 
ſible for troops to be, what might not have 
been expected? But when it is conſidered with 1 


&- On; 


CAVALRY. 


Hanoverian, 1705 


Heſſian. . , 1371 


INFANTRY. 


Britiſh, . . . . 21752 
Hanoverian, . 3913 
Heſſe-Caſſel . 3727 
Heſſe-Darmſtadt 1464 
Total . . 308 56 


Total of the army 38674 


From ſuch an army, as well appointed and 


what numbers they had to contend, and that 


the Britiſh troops had ſcarce more than 


three 
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three night's reſt in the week, while thoſe of 
the enemy had not more than one night” s duty; 
and that where the Britiſh could not ſpare more 
than a ſerjeant's detached picquet of twelve men, 
the enemy would have a captain's of fixty ; it 
will naturally be concluded that the duty muſt 
have been very harraſſing and diſtreſſing to the 
Britiſh troops, and that it would have been the 
height of fool-hardineſs to have ſtood againſt 
ſo very great a ſuperiority of numbers. The fol- 
lowing ſtatement of the French army from the 
very beſt information that could be procured at 
this time, will teſtify. 


Army under Pichegru and Martha . . $50,000 


>» - + - Jourdan- - - - - - - - - 70,000 
„„ Van Damme, Suillard and _ 
Dandelo + - - - - - 5 355 


Total of the French army 1 55,000 


Of whom Pichegru, Jourdan and Martha were 
advancing in three columns upon our army, the 
remainder under Van Darame and Co. were in 
the neighbourhood of Breda, Gertruydenberg 
and Bergenopzoom, and ready to co-operate 


with their commander in chief, Pichegru, if oc- 
caſion ſhould require. 


Sunday, 
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Sunday, 7th September. The French at 
this time had not appeared in any great force 
at our advanced poſts, though ſome of their pat- 
roles had been as far as the village of Tilbourg, 
near which place we had a picquet, but they 
immediately retreated on ſight of our troops. 
Though our army was obliged to go through 
a deal of heavy and fatiguing duty during the 
time we lay in this camp, yet when off duty, 
for a ſhort time, all cares and fatigues were 
drowned in an exhilirating glaſs; it was cer- 
tainly very pleaſing to ſee groups of ſoldiers, 
perhaps juſt come off a fatiguing picquet of 
48 hours fit upon the graſs round their tents, 
enjoying themſelves over a camp kettle of grog, 
and ſinging with as much 1eal glee as thoſe who 
enjoy every convenience of life. Their favour- 
ite ſongs were © God ſave the King” and © Bri- 
tons to Arms” though the following ſong (writ- 
ten and ſent over by a Gentleman of Liverpool 
to his friend in camp) met with great applauſe. 


1 


WHEN France in a phrenzy ſell out with herſelf, 

By diſcord's raſh demon poſſeſſ'd 

Enraptur'd ſhe welcom'd the hell:nurtur'd elf, 
To take his abode in her breaſl: 

Unconſcious perhaps of his competent pow'r, 
Her frame in all parts to diſeaſe, 

But ſince that moſt dire, moſt unfortunare bout, 
he's never been ſmil'd on by peace. 


Inflan:'d 
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Inflamed like a maniac with vengeance and rage, 
Fierce, deſperate, callous and ſtrong ; 

Reſolv'd indiſcriminate warfare to wage, 
Regardleſs of right or of wrong : 

She firſt at her Sovereign her fury let fly, 
And glutted her air with his blood; 

Next murder'd her Nobles their wealth to enjoy, 
Then menac'd defiance to God. 


3 


Demoliſh'd bis temples, his altars o'erturn'd, 


His laws and his temples prophan'd ; 


Religion's bleſt mandates indignantly ſpurn'd 


And every thing ſacred diſdain'd: 
Then war univerſal with Monarchy ſwore, 
Till Kings ſhould no longer be known; 
But traitors and rebels poſſeſs regal power, 
And anarchy fit on each throne. 


4 


But vain are her threats, all her efforts are vain, 
There ſtill reigns a monarch ſupreme ; 

To cheek her preſumption, her pride to reſtrain, 
And fruſtrate her every ſcheme: 

The King of all Kings, in whoſe potent right hand, 
His thunderbolts now are ſtretch'd forth; 

To ſtrike the diſturbers of each peaceful land, 
And guard his Vicegerents on earth. 


It was in this camp that the Duke of York 
received a flag of truce from the French Gene- 
ral Pichegru, informing him, that the ſanguin- 
ary decree of the French Convention (pro- 


poſed by Roberſpierre and Barrere) which or- 
dered 


[ 65 J 


dered no quarters to be given to the Britiſh or 
Hanoverian troops had been repealed. This 
decree had never met with the approbation of 
the French army, who, on moſt occaſions, be- 
haved with the greateſt kindneſs and liberality 
to the Britiſh troops, whom the chance of war 
threw into their hands; but this may partly be 
attributed to the admirable Manifeſto publiſhed 
on the occaſion by His Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of York, as ſoon as it was known in the Bri- 
tiſh army that that decree had paſſed the Con- 
vention--it is as follows: 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


HEAD QUARTERS, TOURNAY, JUNE 7th. 


«© HIS Royal Highneſs the Duke of York 
thinks it incumbent on him to announce to the 
Britiſh and Hanoverian troops, under his com- 
mand, that the National Convention of France, 
purſuing that gradation of crimes and horrors 
which has diſtinguiſhed the period of its Govern- 
ment, as the moſt calamitous of any thing that 
has yet occurred in the hiſtory of the world, has 
juſt paſſed a decree that their ſoldiers ſhall give 
no quarter to the Britiſh and Hanoverian troops. 
His Royal Highnels, anticipates the indigna- 
tion and horror, which will naturally ariſe in 
the minds of the brave troops, whom he ad 

I dreſſes 
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dreſſes upon receiving this information. His 
Royal Highneſs deſires, however, to remind 
them, that mercy to the vanquiſhed is the 
brighteſt gem in a ſoldier's character, and he 
exhorts them not to ſuffer their reſentment to 
lead to any precipitate act of cruelty on their 
part, which may ſully the reputation they have 
acquired in the world. | 


His Royal Highneſs believes, that it will be 
difficult for brave men to conceive, that any ſet 
of men, who are themſelves exempt from ſha- 
ring in the dangers of the war, ſhould be fo 
baſe and cowardly as to ſeek to aggravate the 
calamities of it upon the unfortunate people 
who are ſubject to their orders. 


It was indeed reſerved for the preſent times 
to produce to the world, the proof of the poſ- 
ſibility of the exiſtence of ſuch atrocity and in- 
famy. The pretence for iſſuing this decree, even 
if founded in truth, could juſtify it only to minds 
ſimilar to thoſe of the members of the National 
Convention; but is in fact too abſurd to be no- 
ticed and ſtill more to be refuted. The French 
muſt themſelves ſee through the flimſy artifice 
of a pretended aſſaſſination by which Robeſpierre 
has ſucceeded in procuring that military guard 


which has at once eſtabliſhed him the ſucceflor 
of 
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of the unfortunate Louis, by whatever name 
he may chuſe to dignify his future reign. 


In all wars which from the earlieſt times 
have exiſted between the Britiſh and French na- 
tions, they have been accuſtomed to conſider 
each other in the light of generous as well as 
brave enemies, while the Hanoverians, for a 
century the allies of the former, have ſhared 
in their reciprocal eſteem. Humanity and kind- 
neſs have at all times taken place the inſtant 
that oppoſition has ceaſed ; and the ſime cloak 
has frequently covered wounded enemies, whilit 
indiſcriminately conveying to the hoſpital of 
the conqueror. 


The Britiſh and Hanoverian armies will not 
believe that theFrench nation, even under their 
preſent infatuation can ſo far forget their cha- 
racter as ſoldiers, as to pay any attention to a 
decree as injurious to themſelves as it is diſgrace- 


ful to the perſons who paſſed it. 


In this confidence his Royal Highneſs truſts, 
that the ſoldiers of both nations will confige 
their ſentiments of reſentment and abhorrence 
to the national convention alone, perſuaded that 
they will be joined in them by every French- 


man who poſſeſſes one ſpark of honour, or one 
principle 
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| | principle of a ſoldier ; and his Royal Highneſs is 
confident, that it will only be on finding, con- 
| trary to every expectation, that the French army 
[ has relinquiſhed every title to the fair character 
| of ſoldiers and of men, by ſubmitting to, and 

obeying ſo atrocious an order, that the brave 
N troops under his command will think themſelves 

juſtified, and indeed under the neceſſity of them- 


| | ſelves adopting a ſpecies of warfare, for which 
they will ſtand acquitted to their own conſciences; 

to their country; and to the world. In ſuch an 
| event, the French army alone will be anſwer— 


able for the tenfold vengeance, which wall fall 

" upon themſelves, their wives and their children, 

30 and their unfortunate country, already groan- 

| ing under every calamity which the accumulated 

crimes of unprincipled ambition and avarice can 
heap upon their devoted victims.“ 


Notwithſtanding the ſpeedy repeal of the de- 
cree by the Convention, it will ſtand on eternal 
record againſt them, and will ſhew the atrocity 
and ſanguinary diſpoſitions of Robeſpierre, and 
thoſe other monſters who ruled France with a 
much more arbitrary ſway than any of their 
monarchs ever pretended to do; and it will ſhew 
how far thoſe regicides merited the friendſhip, 
the admiration and unqualified eulogiums be- 
ſtowed upon them by Engliſh or other Jacobines; 

the 
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The repeal of the decree was certainly ſomeſmall 
atonement for the outrage done to humanity by 
thoſe who paſſed it and who had the impudence 
to call themſelves the friends of mankind. But 
what ſhould be thought of an affembly that 
could paſs ſuch a decree, or of the people that 
could applaud it? 


That the firſt were a ſet of cowardly wretches 
ſubmitting to be the executioners of the will of 
that tyrant Robeſpierre, and the laſt an ignorant 
maſs, capable of being deceived by any im- 
poſtor, | 


Saturday, September 1 3th. Contrary to eve- 
ry expeCtation, the French to this time had per- 
mitted us to remain quiet, though from the re- 
peated reports of our reconnoitring parties, and 
trom other information it was ſuppoſed they 
would, before this time, have made an attack 
upon us; there was not a ſingle ſoldier who 
did not expreſs the molt ardent defire to come 
to a deciſive engagement, as all were heartily 
tired of retreating before the French, and wiſhed 
tor nothing more than an action, which muſt 
certainly have decided the fate of the campaign, 
which, as winter was approaching, it was hoped 
would be ſoon over, that the army might go 
into quarters; though as yet the weather had 

been 
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been very favourable, particularly in this camp. 
We on this day received information that the 
enemy were making coniderable movements 
with their army, particular'y large detachments 
were moving towards our left, previous, as it 
was ſuppoſed to making a general attack upon 
us ; and as our left was the moſt vulnerable, it 
was concluded they meant to commence their 
attack there, and by which manoeuvre, their ar- 
my would be pretty near round us, and ſo be en- 
abled to attack us on each flank and in front, which 
from their great ſuperiority of numbers they 
might very eaſily do, could they but ſueceed in 
getting to their intended poſitions; they however 
made no attack this day. 


Sunday, 14th September. We ſtill remained 
in the moſt anxious expectation of the intended 
attack of the French, and were not diſappointed; 
for about noon they commenced their attack up- 
on our outpoſts of the right, fituated upon the 
riverDommel ; the alaria was inſtantly given, 
the whole camp under arms, and every prepar- 
ation made to receive them in the warmeſt man- 
ner. Every heart now beat high in expectation 
of ſoon facing the enemy, nor 1s there a doubt 
(from the ſituation of our army, our batteries, 
&c.)but that we ſhould have made dreadful hav- 
oc among them before they could have gained 

any 


1 


any material advantage over us, had we came 
to an action on this ground; and the action muſt 
certainly have been very bloody before the ene- 
my, with their freſh troops, and the reiterated 
attacks they would from their numbers have 
made upon us, could poſſibly have proved their 
very great ſuperiority in point of numbers; this 
attack however was confined only to the out 
poſts, and they ſucceeded in carrying one of 
them, which was the moſt advanced, at the 
village of Boxtel ; this poſt was occupied by 
a detachment of the troops of Heſſe Darmſtadt 
who defended their poſt for a long time with 
very great bravery, but at length were overpow- 
ered by numbers and obliged to relinquiſh the 
village, after the loſs of a conſiderable number 
of men, killed and taken priſoners ; 1t was even- 
ing before the French got poſſeſſion of this poſt 
and as the line of the out poſts upon the river 


Dommel could not be maintained while they 


were in poſſeſſion of Boxtel; it was thought 
abſolutely neceſſary to regain it, or by the force 
the enemy ſhould have there, to be certain, 
whether or not the main body of the army, was 
advancing upon us; therefore General Aber- 
crombie was ordered to march in the night with 
with 3000 men, to reconnoitre the poſt at day 
light and to act as he ſhould judge proper from 


what he ſhould diſcover of the enemy's force 
there 
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there; this he accordingly performed, but found 
them in very great force at that poſt, ſo much 
ſo as to leave no doubt of the proximity of their 
army: but General Abercrombie was no ſoon- 
er perceived by the French, than they endea- 
to ſurround him and cut off his retreat to the 
camp: this was Monday, 15 September, in the 
morning at day light General Abercrombie per- 
ceiving therdefign and their great force, which 
appeared to be not leſs than 25,000 men, was 
under the neceſſity of retreating, in which he 
ſucceeded, though not without being obliged to 
fight his way through acolumnof the enemy, who 
had nearly ſurrounded him; and had it not been 
for his exertions, andthe bravery of the troops who 
accompanied him, the enemy would have ſucceed- 
ed effectually in cutting off his retreat; theBritiſh 
light cavalry exerted themſelves very much in 
this engagement, and it was in a great meaſure 
owing to them, that more men were not loſt in 
this buſineſs; as it was, the loſs of the Britiſh 
were about 150 men killed and taken priſoners, 
together with two pieces of cannon and three 
officers (Captain Briſtow of the firſt guards, 
Capt. Rutherford of the Engineers and Lieut. 
Euſtace of the 12th foot, all taken priſoners) 
The principal loſs, fell on the 12th foot, who 
at one time were ſuppoſed to have been entirely 


cut off; it however was found afterwards they 


had not loſt 60 men altogether. The Heſſians 
| ſuflered 
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ſuffered very. conſiderably, and ſeveral officers 
taken priſoners. The Britiſh regiments engaged 
in this affair were, the iſt guards, the 12th, 33d 
44th and 89th foot, with detachments of the 
King's dragoon guards, the 8th and 14th light 
dragoons, each of which loſt a few men, and 
with the guns that were taken, two artillery men 
were killed, two wounded and fix taken prif- 


Oners. 


At this time the Duke received certain infor- 
mation that the enemy had received very great 
reinforcements from the army which had hither- 
to been in Weſt Flanders, as well as by a col- 
umn of the army which had been employed be- 
fore Conde and Valenciennes, and that a detach- 
mentof 15, ooo men, which had been made from 
the main body of the French army towards 
Maeſtricht, was returning and advancing to- 
wards our left ; on this information it was unan- 
imouſly reſolved in a council of war, that to 
hazard an action with ſo great a diſparity of 
numbers, would, in all probability, have been 
attended with ſerious conſequences to the Britiſh 
army; and though his Royal Highneſs the Duke, 
had the utmoſt reliance on the courage and diſ- 
cipline of the army, and which he did not 
doubt would enable him to reſiſt the efforts of 
the enemy, yet he could ſcarcely expe& that 


even 
K 
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even from the utmoſt exertions of thoſe qua- 
lities, they would be able to withſtand the re- 
peated attacks which the vaſt ſuperiority of the 
enemy would have enabled them to make, and 
which it was well known, was the general prin- 
ciple on which they acted; and it was as well 
known that the major part of the inhabitants 
of this part of the country, were devoted to the 
republican principles; of courſe our army 
might be ſaid to have been ſurrounded with ene- 
mies: From theſe reaſons and further informa- 
tion which was received about noon, that the 
enemy were cloſely upon our left with conſider- 
able columns ; a retreat acroſs the river Meuſe 
was determined upon. 


The army accordingly marched at three- 


o' clock this afternoon, without any interrup- 


tion, and taking the rout of Grave, took up a 
poſition which had beenpreviouſly reconnoitred, 
near the village of Velpen, upon a large plain 
about four miles in front of Grave. It was late 
at night before the rear of the army got up, and 
as the marchhad been very ſpeedy and fatiguing, 
as ſoon as the line was formed, the men were 
laid down and aſleep inſtantly, covered with 
their blankets and their arms piled in front, with 
the bathorſes and baggage in the rear; this re- 


poſe was but of ſhort duration, for about mid- 
night 


£238 2 
night, the whole line was ſuddenly rouſed by a 
general alarm, and the cry of © ſtand to your 
arms, ſtand to your arms, the French cavalry 
are charging.” 


Every one was upon his legs and the line 
formed in an inſtant, and each, between ſleep 
and waking was enquiring what was the matter, 
though no one could tell ; after a ſhort time the 
Duke rode down the line, informing the troops, 
that it could not be any thing more than a falſe 
alarm, for that it could not be poſſible for an 
enemy to come upon the camp without firſt driv. 
In the picquets, and which were all quiet; he 
therefore deſired the men to lie down again, 
and he would make the neceſſary enquiry, what 
could have occaſioned ſo ſudden an alarm in the 
camp; the men were very gladtocompoſe them- 
ſelves to ſleep again, as it was after the day's 
march, much more refreſhing, than to have en- 
countered the French army at midnight. 


Tueſday, 16th September. This morning 
every one was anxious to know what could have 
been the cauſe of the alarm, when at length it 
was found to have been occaſioned by the fol- 
lowing circumſtances; ſome of the ſoldiers who 
came firſt upon the ground having been out up- 
on the forage, had fell in with ſome bee hives 


at 
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at ſome of the neighbouring farm houſes; this 
being a plentiful part of the country for honey, 
they thought it no very great crime to ſhare 
ſome of it with the farmers, and they accord- 
ingly brought into camp a great number of the 
hives, ſome of which had the bees in them, 
which being thus diſturbed, were flying about 
the camp in the night, and ſome of them light- 
ing upon one of the horſes in the rear, had 
ſtung him in ſo violent a manner, that he broke 
the halter with which he was tied to the picquet 


poſt, and through the ſmart occaſioned by the 


ſtings, he had galloped through ſome of the ſol- 


diers who were lying aſleep, and capering and 
rearing among the firelocks which were piled, he 


had thrown down a great number, which to 


the men ſcarcely wakened had given the idea of 


the claſhing of arms; and they conluding it 
could be nothing but the enemy charging, had 


immediately given the alarm, which in an in- 


ſtant became univerſal. This ludicrous buſineſs 
occaſioned a great deal of diverſion for ſome time 
after, every one rallying his neighbour on the 
violent haſte he ſnewed to meet the enemy, and 
the ſoldiers gave this tremendous buſineſs the 


name of the battle of the bees. 


At ten o'clock this morning we continued 


our march, and about noon paſſed through 
Grave 
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Grave, with drums beating, colours flying, 
and all the honours of war; this circumſtance, 
however was very highly cenſured by many old 
officers, as we were at this particular time, and 
had been for ſome time paſt in full retreat be- 
fore the enemy, and it was thought by ſome, ra- 
ther too much of the French Gaſconade for a 


retreating army to aſſume to themſelves all the 
honours of a conquering one. 


From the time of our leaving the camp near 
Bois-le-Duc, the advanced guards of the French 
army were conſtantly in ſight of, and ſkirmiſhing 
with our rear guard, in which our light dra- 
goons generally proved their accuſtomed ſupe- 
riority, not only in their fighting, but - alſo in 
the fatigues and hardſhips which both the horſes 
and men went through ſo much better than 
thoſe of the enemy. We marched through 
Grave without halting in the place, and croſſed 
the river Meuſe, (which runs by the walls of 
this fortreſs) over a bridge of boats, conſtrued 
for the purpoſeof the paſſage ofour army; the river 
here is about 2 50 yards broad, and the current is 
rapid, and the bridge through which we paſſed 
was wide enough to admit the paſſage of five or 
ſix horſes a breaſt, and over it paſſed all our can- 
nons, ammunition and waggons, &c. without the 


leaſt inconvenience, or accident whatever, One 
Btitiſh 
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Britiſh regiment, the 37th foot, under the 
command of Major Baird, was left in Grave, 
the remainder of the garriſon was compoſed of 
Hanoverians, Emigrants, &c, (the whole 
amounting to 1000 men) under the command of 
2 Swiſs Officer, Col. de Bois, who afterwards 
proved his ikill and courage by the gallant de- 
fence he made, when beſieged in this place, 
though contrary to the inclination of the inha- 
bitants, who did not wiſh to undergo the hor. 
rors of a ſiege and bombardment. 


We took up our ground about ſix miles from 
Grave, and about half way between that place 
and Nimeguen, near the village of Whychen, 
where head quarters were eſtabliſhed ; the great- 
eſt part of our army were now detached to co- 
ver the banks of the Meuſe, and prevent any 
attempts of the enemy paſling that river, which 
our army covered tor a ſpace of more than eigh- 
ty Engliſh miles, our cordon or chain of poſts 
commencing at Venlo, from which place to 
Well, our Huſſars and light dragoons were ſta- 
tion, from Well to Aﬀerden the remainder of 
the cavalry was encamped, and from Aﬀerden 
to Grave the Hanoverian army were ſtationed ; 


Venloo is about 40 miles from Grave by the 
courſe of the river Meuſe, and Well about 30 


miles ; the Hanoverian General Count Walmo- 
: den 


1 


den was ſtationed at Well, he had the imme- 
diate command of the Hanoverian army; be- 
low Grave were poſted the Britiſh, Heſſian and 
Emigrant troops, extending on the banks of 
the Meuſe below Gorcum, a ſpace of not leſs 
than 40 miles, ſo that it was concluded the 
French would it a very difficult matter to croſs 
the river, and it could be paſſed only by pontoons 
which would have been very dangerous to at- 
tempt, in the preſence of our army. The whole 
body of the French army was at this time en- 
camped about nine miles from Grave, near Rav- 
eſtyn; they appeared to have abandoned the 
ſiege of Breda, and to have directed their prin- 
cipal force towards this quarter, as they had 
now conſiderable bodies of troops before Bois- 
le-Duc, Creve Cœre, and the neighbourhood, 
and it ſeemed evident that they had formed the 
bold but aangerous reſolution of penetrating in- 
to Holland at all events, even without poſſeſſing 
themſelves of many of the frontier garriſons, 
which had hitherto been deemed neceſſary, be- 
fore ſuch an enterpriſe could have been under- 
taken; and which had it failed, would have in- 
yolved the total ruin of their whole army. 


Sunday, 21ſt September. The French re- 
mained very quiet on the oppoſite ſide of the 


river, and had not yet approached near Grave in 
5 any 


anſwer any purpoſe whatever. 


[ 8 J 


any great force, large parties of workmen front 
our army were ſent daily acroſs the Meuſe, who 
were employed in making batteries and throw- 
ing up works in the neighbourhood of Grave 
for the defence of that place, which from its 
ſituation could not be inundated. The river 
Meuſe in ſome parts is not more than fifty or 
ſixty yards acroſs, and our centries, and thoſe of 
the enemy who ſtood on the oppoſite banks, con- 
verſed very freely together without any danger 
of the French firing, though they would con- 
ſtantly endeavour to ſhoot the Emigrants and the 
Hanoverians, to whom they bore a very great 
hatred; one day in particular they had been fir- 
ing at our ſentries for ſeveral hours, without 
having a ſingle ſhot returned, when at laſt a 
French officer came to the ſide of the river 
and taking off his hat, apologized in very good 
Engliſh for his men firing, ſaying they miſtook. 
our ſentries for Hanover-men or they would 
not have fired. It muſt be obſerved that the 
Hanoverian rifle- men frequenrly popt off ſome 
of the French ſoldiers acroſs the river, which 
might be the occaſion of the French ſentries 
bearing ſo muchenmity towards them more than 
to the Engliſh, who never fired at them, as it 
was ordered to every ſentinel going on duty, not 
to fire at thoſe of the enemy, as it could not 


Monday 
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Monday 22d September. This day that part 
of our army which was encamped near Wychen 
moved five miles to the left, higher up the Meuſe 
taking up their ground on an eminence, com- 
manding a very extenſive proſpect of the ſur- 
rounding country, and the river Meuſe for ſe- 
veral miles; this ſituation alſo commanded a 
view of Grave, from which it was diſtant about 
ſeven or eight miles : Head Quarters were now 
eſtabliſhed at Cranenbourg, a conſiderable town 
in the Dutchy of Cleves, and which was at the 
diſtance of two or three miles from the camp. 
This day the French made their firſt attack upon 
the out poſts, about ſix miles from Grave, up- 
on the Great road leading towards Bois-le-Duc. 
They ſent immediately from the out-poſts to 
Grave for a reinforcement, the garriſon beat 
to arms and every man flew to his poſt ; a heavy 
cannonade and diſcharge of muſquetry took 
place in front, from which the firing afterwards 
proceeded to the right and left of the out-poſts 
in a ſemicircle, it was therefore ſuppoſed that 
the enemy were approaching to invelt the place, 
and the miſerable inhabitants, greatly alarmed, 
fled in crowds towards Nimeguen, carrying 
away with them their young children, and any 
little bundle they could bear; it was certainly 
a very affecting ſight ; families who had lived 
in happineſs and affluence, reduced to the neceſ- 


ſity 


L 
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ſity of quitting their habitations and their pro- 
perty, and not knowing where to find an aſylum 
from French fraternization, or in other words, 
rapacity and plunder; great numbers of the 
wretched inhabitants went to Nimeguen, where 
the people were almoſt as much alarmed as at 
Grave. A reinforcement of cavalry was ſent 
out on the firſt alarm, and the Emigrant regi- 
ment of Damas, (Huflars) raifed for the ſer- 
vice of Great Britain behaved very gallantly in 
this ſkirmiſh, charging the enemy ſword'in hand 
and at the ſame time crying out“ Vive-le-Ro!” 
they killed twenty two French dragoons, and 
brought in ſeveral priſoners and horſes, without 
the loſs of a ſingle man: their Major was ſlight- 
ly wounded, having his knee ſhattered by a muſ- 
quet ball; this action gained the regiment very 
great applauſe- The Emigrants conſtantly be- 
haved with very great gallantry in every en- 
gagement, which was the leſs to be wondered 
at, as they knew the inevitable fate that awaited 
them, ſhould they be ſo unhappy as to fall in- 
to the hands of their implacable countrymen, 
and in every action would neither give or take 
quarter, frequently reminding each other to re- 
member the fate of the legion de Chatre at 


Nieuport. 


Tueſday 
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Tueſday, 23d September. This day all 
were in high ſpirits at ſome news which ar- 
rived from Maeſtricht, by the way of Nime- 
guen ; it was reported that General Clairfayt 
had defeated the French army between Liege and 
Maeſtricht, and had taken a great deal of their 
baggage; and that the baggage of the Auſtrians 
which had been ordered acroſs the Rhine, was 
ordered to remain where it was: this account 
gave great pleaſure to every one, as it was con- 
cluded that if the news was true, General Clair- 
fayt's army would be enabled to co-operate with 
ours. A bridge of boats was now conſtructed 
at Nimeguen over the river Waal, upon the 
ſame plan as the one over the Meuſe at Grave, 
it being neceſſary for the Britiſh army, in caſe 
the French ſhould ſucceed in their attempts to 
croſs the Meuſe, as well as on account of the 
Britiſh Hoſpitals, which were now on the other 
fide of the Waal. 


Thurſday, 25th September. This day head 
quarters were removed from Cranenbourg, to 
a ſmall village near the camp, called Mook. 
The French this day took poſſeſſion of the 
town of Raveſtyn, a place upon the Meuſe, a- 
bout ſix miles below Grave, and began to fire 
upon the troops who were ſtationed in the Vil- 


lage of Niſtritcht, upon the oppoſite bank of 
the 
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the river; theſe were Hanoverians, Heſſians, 
and the Emigrant regiment of Rohan (Huſſars) 
The French continued firing from eight o'clock. 
in the morning till afternoon, and in all this fir- 
ing they only killed one Huſſar of Rohan and 
wounded one Hanoverian ; not a ſingle ſhot 
was returned from our poſt. 


Tueſday, zoth September. The enemy for 
ſome days paſt had kept up a heavy cannonade 
upon the fortreſs of Creve-cœur near Bois-le- 
Duc from the redoubt of Orten, which they had 
poſſeſſed themſelves off: they alſo cannonaded 
the village of Hedel on the oppoſite bank of 
the Meuſe; where a detachment of Heſhans 
were poſted, and ſet fire to ſeveral houſes in the 
village, upon which the Heſſians quartered there 
returned the fire very briſkly; the enemy ſuc- 
ceeded in carrying the fortreſs of Creve-cceur, 
notwithſtanding its ſtrength ; there was in it a 
detachment of the unfortunate Emigrants, of 
the Legion of Beon, who were made pritoners ; 
the remainder of that unfortunate corps was at 
Bois-le-Duc, from which it was now impoſlible 
to eſcape, as the French army was entirely 
round the place; their only hope was from an 
inundation, by which it was very difficult to 
approach near the place; the garriſon was very 
mall and not nearly competent to the defence 


of 


[ 85 J 


of ſo important a place, it conſiſted of goo men 
of whom 600 were Dutch troops, and the re- 


mainder Emigrants. 


Sunday, 5th October. The French had now 
completely inveſted Grave, and were in great 
force in its neighbourhood, they threw a conſi- 
derable number of ſhells into the town, for which 
they generally choſe the night time, in order 


the more to diſtreſs the inhabitants. and harraſs 


the garriſon; the appearance of theſe ſhells in 
the air was very beautiful from the oppoſite ſide 
the river, and the dreadful roaringof the bombs 
might be heard for many miles, particularly in 
the night. 


During the time we lay in this ſituation there 
wasa good dealof bad weather, which occaſioned 
much ſickneſs among the troops, and was 
the cauſe of their going into cantonments in the 
villages, for the firſt time; and we learnt from 
the French, acroſs the river, that they had a vaſt 
number of ſick in the army; and their deſerters 
informed us, that one third of their army was 
unfit forſervice ; it was alſo obſerved, that thoſe 
of their troops who faced us, were generally the 
troops of the line or regular troops, conſe- 
quently the beſt diſciplined, and more inured 


to the nardſhips and fatigues of war, than their 
requiſition 
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requiſition men or National Volunteers, who 
were ſaid to ſuffer every extremity of hardſhip 
and diſtreſs. | 


Thurſday, gth October. We had the mor- 
tification to find that the French had croſsed the 
Meuſe, as laſt night our out poſts were driven 
in upon the army; there was now but one bar- 
rier for the protection of the United Provinces, 
which was the river Waal, and it was ſuppoſed 
our army would take up their winter canton- 
ments on the north ſide of that river ; the corps 
of reſerve under the command of Major Chat- 
tleworth, had already paſſed the river, and were 
ſtationed from the banks of the Waal, at Nime- 
guen to Arnheim upon the river Leck, nine 
miles from Nimeguen; the light artillery was 
this morning ſent off to Tiel, a town upon the 
Waal, about twenty miles below Nimeguen. 
We this day had a report circulated that Bois- 
le-Duc had ſurrendered; this however did not 
gain credit, as it was only a report of ſome of 
the enemy's ſentries, therefore not to be relied 
on. 


Saturday, 11th October. This day the fort 
of St. Andries, which had been abandoned ſe. 
veral days, was ordered to be, again taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of by our troops; this fort is ſituated 


1 
on a ſmall iſland, or peninſula, where the rivers 
Meuſe and Waal, unite and on our quitting it 
the French had immediately poſſeſſed themſelves 
of it; but its ſituation was ſo commanding 
that it was thought neceſſary to retake it, in 
order to demoliſh the works; this was accord- 
ingly done by a detachment of the guards 
and of the 78th and 8oth regiments (which with 
the 79th, 84th and 85th regiments had juſt 
landed from home,) in the face of a very heavy 
fire, which the enemy Kept upon them from 


their cannon and mortars; our troops however 


ſucceeded in demoliſhing the works, and the 
artillery and ammunition were removed beyond 
the Waal, and batteries erected, which com- 
manded the fort, that the enemy ſhould not 
occupy and repair it, which they ſeemed very 
deſirous of doing. A diſagreeable accident 
happened this evening at one of our poſts upon 
the banks of the Meuſe at the village of Bal- 
gojan, about four miles below Grave, where 
the 59th regiment was ſtationed; a patrol of 
two of the Emigrant Huſſars of Rohan, going 
along the bank of the river, was challenged 
by a centinel of the 59th, when one of the 
Huſſars advancing to give the counterſign, was 
ſhot dead by the ſentry; the man was inſtantly 


confined, but upon examination it was clearly 
evident 
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evident that he was not in his ſenſes, he had 
long been ſuppoſed to be ſomewhat deranged, 
and could not now give any reaſon why he ſhot 
the poor fellow. 


This night being extremely dark, one of 
our centries, about midnight, took an oppor- 
tunity of quitting his poſt, on the bank of the 
river, and leaving his arms and accoutrements 
on the bank, ſwam over to the enemy ; he was 
diſtinctly heard in the water by the ſentries on 
each ſide of him, who were not more than 30 
yards from his poſt ; but owing to the darkneſs 
of the night, they could not poſſibly diſtinguiſh 
him in the water, otherwiſe his attempt would 
certainly have coſt him his life, his deſertion 
cauſed an alarm, and the counterſign was im- 
mediately changed, as the enemy would no 
doubt, endeavour totake ſome advantage of it at 
ſome of our out poſts ; thiswas the only inſtance 
of deſertion, during the whole time we lay on 
the Meuſe fro our army; ſome from the ene- 
my were coming daily to one or other of our 
out poſts. 


Tueſday, 14th October. This day we re- 
ceived certain intelligence that the garriſon of 
Bios- le Duc had capitulated to the French, on 
Friday the foth inſtant; the Dutch troops in 
the 
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that place were allowed the honours of war and 
conducted to Grave, on condition of not ſerv- 
ing againſt the French Republic within the next 
twelve months; but the unfortunate Emigrants 
(Legion of Beon) were immediately ſent to the 
interior of France, where no doubt, the well 
known decree of the Republicans would be put 
in execution againſt them; but whether this 
general's word was of ſufficient conſequence to 
counteract a decree of their convention, would 
at that time have been a difficult matter to de- 
termine, as it was well known, that in many 
inſtances, (particularly at Nieuport, &c.) where 
any of the unfortunate Emigrants fell into the 
power of the republicans; they were put to an 
ignominious death without mercy. At Bois-le- 
Duc ſome few of the Emigrants eſcaped by 
dreſſing themſelves in the uniform of the other 
troops, but the greateſt number of thoſe who 
aſſumed this diſguiſe were diſcovered. 


Saturday, 18th October. This morning at 
day break three French Huſſars ſwam upon their 
horſes acroſs the Meuſe, to join the Britiſh army; 
one of them was the ſon of a French General of 
the name of Thevenot, he had been in America 
but returned in hopes of obtaining ſome good 
ſituation in the republican army, but being diſ- 
appointed, he took this opportunity to deſert; 


they 
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they reported that we might very ſoon expe 
a very ſerious attack; that not leſs than thirty 


thouſand French were marching upon our left, 


having croſsed the Meuſe near Venloo; they alſo 
reported that ſickneſs was very prevalent in the 


French army, and that the greateſt diſcontent 


prevailed in Brabant, as the French had put in 
requiſition fix thouſand young women of that 
country, to attend the fick in their military hoſ- 
pitals; they could not ſpare men from the army 
to attend them, wiſhing to bring their whole 
force acroſs the Meuſe. 


Sunday, 19th October. This morning there 
was a general attack on our advanced poſts of 
the right wing, particularly upon that occupied 


buy the 37th regiment at Drutin, and at Apple- 


thorn, where a detachment of the Huſſars of 
Rohan where poſted ; a ſtrong body of French 
Huſſars found means to- croſs the river on the 


the leſt of the 37th, and falling upon the Emi- 


grants at whoſe poſt they croſsed, they cut to 
Pleces all that unfortunate detachment, who 


were taken in ſuch ſurpriſe, that they were un- 


able to make any reſiſtance ; they had killed 
four officers, fifteen cadets, and about 300 pri- 
vates in the ſpace of a very few minutes ; the 
French Huſſars then proceeded along the bank 


of the river to the poſt of the 37th regiment, 
who 
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who from the ſimilarity of the dreſſes of the 
French Huflars to thoſe of the regiment of 
Rohan, naturally miſtook them for that 
regiment, not knowing of the French hav- 
ing croſſed the river ſo near them; the con- 
ſequence was, that the French were ſuffered to 
advance very near, before the miſtake was diſ- 
covered, and fell amongſt them ſword in hand, 
before they had time to form; the action then 
became very bloody, as the Britiſh would not 
throw down their arms, though repeatedly 
called to do ſo by the French, who from the 
numbers aflailed them on all ſides; the French 
made a grand charge upon the colours of the re- 
giment, thinking to carry them off, but they 
were as gallantly defended by thoſe who had 
the care of them, with the bayonet, and great 
numbers fell in this attempt; one of the col- 
ours was at one time actually in the poſſeſſion 
of an Huſſar, who, in riding off with it, was 
charged by a ſerjeant with his pike, wh brought 
the Frenchman to the ground and reſcued their 
colour, and both to the honour of the remain- 
ing few of the regiment were brought off in 
ſafety ; the greater part of this regiment was 
killed or wounded, except thoſe who choſe 
to accept quarter, who were made prifoners; 
amongſt whom were nine officers, viz. Capt. 


Baird, Hendley and Duff, Lieutenant Mitchell, 
Thomſon 
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Thomſon, Colquhoun, Murray and Wadman, 
and Quarter Maſter Duxall, of which number 


four were wounded; Capt. Duff, Lieutenant 


Mitchell, Colquhoun and Wadman. The 
French in this action frequently cried out 
“ Good Engliſh,” © Brave Engliſh,” and gave 
liberty to ſeveral men after they had made them 
priſoners, telling them it was for their bravery. 
This regiment, as well as that of Rohan had 
been almoſt two days without proviſions, which 
made their caſe the more diſtreſſing, and the 
French themſelves owned, that they brought 
upon them more thouſands than thoſe two re- 
giments contained hundreds. In conſequence of 
the enemy ſucceeding in paſling the river at this 
place; and knowing that they were advancing 
upon our left in great force, it was judged pro- 
per to paſs the river Waal at Nimeguen, where 
the bridge of boats was now completed; the 
out poſts were accordingly all ordered in, and 
paſſed the bridge ; taking up their ſtations on 
the other fide the Waal, which was now become 
our Jaſt and principal ſtand to ſave Holland, 
and which it was reſolved to defend to the laſt 
extremity. Our chain of poſts on the Waal 
extended from Gorcum to, and far beyond Ni- 
meguen, to communicate with the Auſtrians ; 
the Iſland of Bommel being the principal paſs 
and where it was moſt probable, the enemy 
5 would 
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would attempt to croſs the Waal, was occupied 
by 7000 men, Britiſh and Heſſians; this Iſland, 
which is formed by the rivers Meuſe and Waal, 
is ſituated about thirty miles below Nimeguen. 


Tueſday, 21ſt October. Several of the ſol- 
diers of the 37th regiment who had found 
means to eſcape from the enemy came into Ni- 
meguen this day. This place has very exten- 
ſive works, and is very ſtrong from art, though 
not from ſituation ; it cannot be inundated like 
moſt of the frontier towns, and of courſe would 
require a large garriſon to defend it, but the 
troops which could be ſpared to garriſon, the 
place were but few in compariſon to the num- 
bers required to man the works, againſt the 
numerous army that was approaching againſt 
it, which cauſed the duty here to be far heavier 
than had yet been experienced, neither officers 
or privates having in general more than two or 
three nights reſt in the week ; and ſometimes 
they would be on duty four or five nights to- 
gether, which, with the continued wet weather 
at this time, was extremely diſtreſſing. 


Every preparation was made in Nimeguen 
for the moſt vigorous defence, and the Hano- 
verian General, Hammerſtein,( the gallant de- 


fender of Menin) was appointed to command 
| the 
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the place. General Erſkine commanded the 
troops which defended the Waal from Nime- 
guen to Gorcum, and head quarters were eſta- 
bliſhed at Arnheim, a conſiderable town about 
nine miles from Nimeguen on the north fide 
the river Leck, (which is one of the branches 
of the Rhine) and where a bridge of boats 
was thrown over, as at Grave and Nimeguen. 
It was hoped by the troops in garriſon, at Ni- 
meguen, that as the weather was now ſo wet and 
cold, and the winter ſo far advanced, the French 
would not attempt the ſiege of this fortreſs, dur- 
ing the winter months; in this however we found 
ourſelves much diſappointed, as notwithſtanding 
the difagreeable wet weather which happened at 


this time, they immediately began making every 


preparation for a ſiege; this occaſioned a very 
great alarm in the inhabitants, and the greateſt 
part of thoſe who poſſeſſed property, took the 
firſt opportunity of leaving the place, and retir- 


ing into Holland with their property. 


Sunday, 26th October. The garriſon was 
reinforced by a Britiſh brigade, which was now 
become very neceſſary, as the enemy were in 
ſuch force before the town, the duty was ex- 
tremely heavy, and from the almoſt continual 
rains, the men on duty could not be a moment 


dry 
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dry ; this was however borne with the greateſt 
chearfulneſs, and in ſome meaſure remedied by 
the great plenty of ſpiritous liquors in the town, 
and the ſoldiers (beſides their allowance) generally 
got a pretty tolerable ſhare of gin, that liquor 
being very cheap, the inhabitants who ſold or 
gave them any, expreſſed the greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment on ſeeing an Engliſh ſoldier drink off ten 
or a dozen glaſſes of raw gin, as faſt as it could 
be poured out for him; and would lift up their 
hands and eyes in amazement to ſee him unaf- 
fected by the ſtrength of the liquor; the people 
of this part being themſelves very moderate 
drinkers, one glaſs in general ſufficing half a 
dozen men, who would paſs the glaſs round 
from one to the other, and each take a ſmall 
ſup, conſtantly ſmoaking a huge wooden or 
horn pipe of tobacco, with the greateſt compo- 
ſure ; indeed, to have ſeen a Dutchman without 
a pipe in his mouth, would have been as great 
a novelty, as to have ſeen a Britiſh ſoldier refuſe 
gin when offered him; even the young boys, as 
ſoon as they could walk, would have a large 
pipe ſtuck in their mouth; it was obſerved by 
our people with great truth, that a Dutchman's 
face looked vacant without a pipe in his mouth. 


Though the ladies of this country never 
imoak tobacco, yet they have a cuſtom which 
appeared 
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appeared much more curious to an Engliſhman ; 
every temale, of what age or condition ſoever, 
has a ſmall earthen pot, which in the winter, 
ſhe fills with hot embers from the ſtove, (fire 
grates they have none in this country) and plac- 
ing the earthen potin a wooden caſe, to pre- 
vent it burning her; ſhe fits with it under her 
cloaths at a diſtance from the ſtove, which is 
always left to the men ; ane when the embers 
are gone cold, ſhe will, with the greateſt degree 
of ſang froid hand the ſmall pot to the man 
next her, whether a ſtranger or not, and re- 
queſt him to fill it for her with hot embers : 
The ladies accuſtom themſelves ſo much to 
the uſe of this, that in cold weather they car- 
ry it with them to church ; and when they go 
upon a viſit there are always a ſufficient number 
of theſe providea by the lady of the houſe for 
her viſitors; this faſhion would appear very 
ſtrange to a party of Engliſh ladies, yet before 
we left the country, our military /adies, or ſol- 
diers wives, expected to have them handed to 
them in great ſtyle, whenever they were ſo for- 
tunate as to be quartered in houſes ; as it ſhould 
be obſerved that in general the churches were 
the quarters of our troops; and the great 
church in Nimeguen, which was extremely ele- 
gant, was ſo large as to accommodate an en- 


tire Britiſh brigade of three regiments ; at other 
times, 
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times churches were converted into ſtabling for 
the cavalry, forage magazines, hoſpitals for 
the fick and wounded, &c. &c. 


Monday, 27th October. This day the ene- 
my made an attack upon our out poſts, all of 
which, after a very ſevere conflict, were driven 
in; the French ſuffered very conſiderably in 
this buſineſs, as our troops were for the moit 
part under cover, and could not be diſlodged 
without great loſs on the part of the enemy. 
A great number of houſes were ſet on fire this 
night to prevent them being a ſhelter to the 
French troops ; the men who had the execution 
of the order to ſet fire to theſe houſes at ſome 
diſtance from the out works, were attacked by 
a numerous body of the enemy, who had nearly 
ſurrounded them, and would in all probability 
have ſucceeded in cutting off their retreat into 
the town, had it not been for a reinforcement 
of Hanoverians, who came up in time, and 
drove back the enemy to a ſhort diſtance; they 
were however ſoon reinforced, and returning 
to the charge with ſuperior numbers, in their 
turn drove our party under the works of the 
town. A ſoldier in the action this night was ob- 
ſerved by his officer to drop his firelock and run 
towards the town, upon which the oſſicer pur- 
fired him, to puniſh him for his ſuppoſed cowar- 

N dice 
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dice, but the man dropped before the officer 
could come up with him; and on examination it 
was found, that the poor fellow had received a 
mortal wound, which was the cauſe of his at- 
tempting to run towards the town, and all he 
could utter, was © Oh! Sir, revenge“ - when 


he expired- 


From ſeveral wounded men that were 
brought in priſoners, we learned, that the 
French army in camp, before the town, was 
in a dreadful fituation, in conſequence of the 
continued heavy rain ; that great numbers were 
daily dying of fluxes, fevers, &c. caught by 
being continually in wet clothes, and lying 
upon wet ſtraw in their tents, and that great 
murmuring prevailed in their army, in conſe- 
quence of not being allowed to go into winter 
quarters; but that Pichegru had promiſed them 
the town of Nimeguen for their quarters in a 
very few days. Our troops ſuffered at this time 
much greater hardfhips than thoſe of the enemy, 
for though we had the advantage of having pol- 
ſeſlion of Nimeguen, yet it was but poor com- 
fort for the ſoldiers to ſleep in the town not more 
thantwo or three nights in the weck ; and even 
then in a cold and damp church; the remainder 


of the week to be upon the batteries and out- 


works, and ſtanding for a whole night up to the 
| knees 


_— „„ — 8 9%. A 


- >, 


99 2 
knees in water in the trenches; yet there was 
not any ſuch thing as a murmur to be heard 
in the Britiſh army; but every one went through 
his duty with the moſt chearful alacrity, though 
we had a number of fick, which was not at all 
to be wondered at, conſidering the extreme wet 


weather, and fatigue occaſioned by the want of 
reſt. 


Tueſday. 28th October. This morning a 
ſortie was made from the town, upon ſome ad- 
vanced parties of the enemy, who were very 
buſily employed in throwing up works under 
a few farm houſes, which had been diſmantled ; 
they retired, after making ſeyeral diſcharges of 
muſquetry upon our detatchment, by one of 
which, one Britiſh officer, (Cap. Picton of the 
12th foot) was wounded. There was ſcarce a 
day paſſed in which there was not ſome ſkirmiſh- 
ing between our out poſts of the light dra- 
goons and the enemy's Huſſars, and they were 


ſometimes engaged ſo near the outworks, that 


they were very plainly ſeen from our batteries 
and the walls of the town, and the different 
parties plainly diſtinguiſhed by their regimen- 
tals, to the great entertainment of the ſpeQa- 
tors. In one of theſe ſkirmiſhes, there hap- 
pened a circumſtance which deſerves to be re- 
lated, A patrole of our light dragoons fell in 

with 
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with a reconnoitring party of the enemies Huſ- 
ſars; a ſkirmiſh enſued; one of the dragoons 
making a cut ata Frenchman, ſtruck him upon 
the helmet, when the blade of his ſabre (Bir- 
mingham tif) ſnapped ſhort off cloſe to the 
hilt, upon which he was obliged to go to the 
right about, and make off at full gallop ; he 
was purſued by two of the enemy, but his horſe 
having the heels of them he could have very 
eaſily got away, had he not ſeen a French Huſ- 
far upon the ground who had juſt been ſhot; the 
dragoon ſeeing his ſword lying by him, ſtooped 


from his ſaddle and caught up the ſword as he 


paſſed at full ſpeed, and immediately wheeling 
about, he attacked and cut down one of his 
purſuers who had confiderably outrode the other, 
who ſceing his comrade fall, very prudently de- 
clined the conteſt on equal terms and made off; 
the conqueror brought in the vanquiſhed Huſ- 
ſars horſe and the two ſwords as trophies of his 
gallant behaviour: this fact might be doubted 
were it not well authenticated by ſeveral who 
were ſpectators of the circumſtance. 


Saturday 1ſt. Nov. The enemy continued 
to carry on their work, notwithſtanding the 
continued wet weather; they had now formed 
ſeveral batteries, from which they threw great 
numbers of ſhot and ſhells into the town, though 

as 


L 


as yet without doing any material injury; our 
cannon from the walls and outworks returned 
their fire very warmly, and the firing was prin- 
cipally carried on in the night time. 


What will appear very extraordinary to many, 
is a circumſtance which was very common here; 
the ſoldiers on duty in the batteries, when they 
had an opportunity of a few minutes reſt, would 
lay down wrapped up in their blankets, perhaps 
within a few yards of a twelve or twenty four 
pounder, and would fleep undiſturbed by the 
tremendous roaring of the gun, though diſcharged 
every minute by their ſide, and very frequently 
with heavy rain pouring upon them. A diſa- 
greeable accident happened at this time in the 
town, by the burſting of the enemy's ſhells. 
The grenadier company of a Highland regiment, 
was parading in the market place for duty, 
when a ſhell fell amongſt them, and burſt be- 
fore they had time to get out of its way, killing 
and wounding ſeveral ſoldiers, and two or three 
of the inhabitants who happened to be near the 
place. | 


Tueſday, Nov. 4. As the enemy's works 
were now ſo far advanced, that with their guns 
and mortars, they could command any part of 
the town; it was reſolved upon to make a ſortie 


this evening, and endeavour to deſtroy ſome of 
their 
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their neareſt works, and if poſſible, to ſurpriſe 
them in their entrenchments; for this purpoſe, 


the following troops received orders to hold 
themſelves in readineſs in the evening, viz. 


CAVALRY. 


\ The 7th and 15th Regiments of Light Dragoons. 
'\ The Hanoverian Horſe Guards. 


r Squadron of the 2d Hanoverian Horſe. 
x INS. |. - 5h | Ditto. Ditto. 


x Ditto . 10th Ditto Light Ditto. 
The Emigrant Legion of Damas. 


| : INFANTRY. 


The 8th, 27th, 28th, 55th, 62d, and 78th, 
Britiſh Regiments. 


Two Battalions of Dutch. 
| To cover the retreat, the 59th Britiſh Regiment. 
{ The ſortie was conducted by the Hon. Major 
| General De Burgh, who had the command of 


b the whole. The troops paraded in the duſk of 


3:88 the evening, and marched out with the utmoſt 
| 4 . ſilence, while the town batteries were playing 
l ) very heavily from another quarter, in order to 
ih draw the attention of the enemy that way. 
il The enemy's advanced ſentries were ſurprized 
it before they could give the alarm, and every 


thing had the greateſt appearance of ſucceſs. 
Our 
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Our troops had poſitive orders to avoid firing 
and to uſe only the bayonet; they had now 
reached the enemy's lines without being diſco- 
yered, and with the greateſt intrepidity were 
proceeding to take poſſeſſion, when one of our 
ſoldiers fired his piece, (whether by accident or 
deſign was not known) which immediately gave 
the alarm to the enemy, who inſtantly beat to 
arms, turned out, and began a very heavy fire 
upon our troops, who undauntedly leaping in 
upon the French in their works, began the 
dreadful carnage. 


[t is impoſſible for deſcription to give an ade- 
quate 4dea of a ſcene of this kind, where quarter 
is neither given or expected by either party ; 
where a body of troops animating each other to 
2 pitch of deſperation, advance to the mouths of 
the enemy's cannon and muſquets, without re- 
turning a ſingle ſhot, and with fixed baycnets 
jump into their works with a determined reſo— 
lution to kill or be killed! To conquer or die! 
And as it muſt be ſuppoſed that in advancing 
under ſo heavy a fire, there muſt be numbers 
killed and wounded before they came up to th: 
enemy ; this but ſerves to encourage, or rather 
exaſperate the ſoldiers worſe, to ſee their deareſt 
friend or brother ſhot by their ſide, and to hear 
the pitiful groans of their wounded and dying; 
comrades, without a poſſibility of affording 

then: 
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them any, even the leaſt aſſiſtance. Theſe and 
other circumſtances equally diſtreſſing, conduce 
to give them an ardor almoſt ſupernatural ; and 
it is well known to all the world, that that ardor 
in Britiſh troops, when the fate of the conteſt 
comes to be decided by the bayonet, was never 
yet, nor ever will be withſtood. The ſlaughter 
this night was very dreadful during the ſhort 
time it laſted, but from the univerſal alarm 
given in the French camp, the whole of their 
army was ſoon marched to their works which 
were attacked, and fell upon our troops who 
were occupied in deſtroying them. The conflict 
now was very ſevere, and numbers fell on both 
ſides; the troops were at times ſo intermixed, 
that it was very difficult to diſtinguiſh a friend 
from an enemy, and it was ſuppoſed that the 
French actually killed a number of their own 
ö people, by their raſh and undiſciplined fireing 
ll in all directions. It was computed that the 
is enemy had upwards of five hundred put to 
| death by the bayonet; or, as our ſoldiers ex 
prefled it, they were Hewered, beſides what 
were killed by our fire. On our part, the loſs 
according to the returns, was as follows, viz. 


Fi 


BRITISH 
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BRITISH TROOPS. 


12 Rank and File, 5 Horſes.— Killed. 
13 Officers, 10 Serjeants, 149 Rank and 
File. Wounded. 
1 Serjeant, 19 Rank and File. —Miſſing. 


FOREIGN TROOPS. 


2 Officers, 1 Serjeant, 5 Rank and File — 
Killed. 
4 Rank and File, 22 Horſes.—Wounded. 


Amongſt the wounded on this occaſion, were 
the Hon. Major General De Burgh, Major 
Malcolm, Capt. M*Kenzie, Capt. H. Munro, 
Lieut. Bayley and Enſign Cameron, of the 78th 
foot ; Lieuts. Wemys, Barclay and Rutledge, 
of the 63d foot; Capts. Bruce and Quin, of 
the 55th foot; Lieutenant Baker, of the 27th 
foot, and Capt. Bland of the 8th foot. Of the 
wounds received by theſe Officers, that of Capt. 
Munro of the 78th, was the moſt diſtreſſing; 
a ball came directly acroſs the eyes of that 
Officer, and totally deprived him of fight, 
without doing hiin any other material injury. 
A wound received by a private of the 28th, 
was ſomewhat extraordinary in its effect, the 


ball entered his mouth, and paſſed out of his 
O neck; 
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neck; of which he ſoon recovered without being 
injured, except in regard to his ſpeech. In thi; 
ſortie, there was not a fingle priſoner made, 
the bayonet decided every thing, and the retreat 
was made into the town, under a tremendouz 
fire from the enemy, which was fully anſwered 
from our batteries, ſo that the whole element 
ſeemed one continued blaze for a conſiderable 
time ; the inhabitants were running about the 
ſtreets in deſpair, concluding that the French 
were making an attack to ſtorm the place, when 
they imagined they ſhould all be put to death. 


This fortie exaſperated the enemy greatly, 
and their works went on with additional vigour, 
they now kept a conſtant fire upon the town, 
and in the morning of 


Thurſday, Nov. 6. They opened three addi- 
tional batteries upon us, two of which com- 
manded the bridge and one the town, from 
which they fired very heavily all this day, and 
did conſiderable damage to the bridge. The 
fituation of the troops in Garriſon began now to 


be extremely alarming, for ſhould the enemy 


by their fire have rendered the bridge impaſſable, 


it would have been impoſſible for them to have 
avoided being made priſoners, as there was no 


way of eſcaping except acroſs the river, which 


18 
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is in this-place nearly twice as broad as the river 
Thames, at Weſtminſter-bridge, and more ra- 
pid ; and though there was a flying bridge at 
Nimeguen, which was capable of carrying over 
4 or 500 men at a time, that would not have 
been by any means ſufficient to have brought oft 
the whole of the troops, under the fire of the 
enemy ; it was therefore reſolved on to evacuate 
the town, before the bridge ſhould be rendered 
totally impaſſable to the troops, which was done 
accordingly this evening, under. a moſt heavy 
and tremendous fire, which the French kept up 
upon the bridge as the troops were paſſing ; 
which did conſiderable damage, and wounded 
ſeveral ſoldiers, and in the end totally deſtroyed 
the bridge of boats, juſt as the laſt of our troop: 
had paſſed it. The Dutch troops were not ſc 
fortunate, about 400 of them were croſſing by 
flying bridge, when a chance ball from the 
enemy broke off the maſt to which the rope was 
made faſt that towed it over; the bridge con- 
ſequently ſwung round, and fell into the hands 
of the enemy with the troops upon it ; it was 
however ſoon after deſtroyed by our fire from 
the oppoſite ſhore. 


being 
thi; 
ade, 
treat 
dou; 


The French threw up light balls during the 
time our troops were paſſing the bridge, by 
which means, though the night was very dark, 
; they 
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they could diſtinctly perceive our men, yet 
their fire was not well directed, otherwiſe i 
muſt have done more conſiderable execution ; 
it was a matter of great ſurpriſe to our artillery, 
how they could poſſibly avoid driving the bridge 
to atoms, while the troops were paſſing it, from 
the number of ſhot and ſhells which were fired 
during the time, but their guns being generally 

too much elevated, the ſhot went conſiderably 
cover the mens heads, making a moſt tremen. 
dous whiſtling as they paſſed. 


It was found that a few ſtragglers of the 
Britiſh troops were left in the town, as it was 
ſuppoſed for the ſake of plunder, but theſe were 
immediately put to death by the inhabitants, 
the inſtant they could be found after the French 
had taken poſſeſſion of the place; and the tri 
coloured cockade was mounted immediately by 
the towns people, who took every method of 
ingratiating themſelves with the French troops, 
and exclaimed as much as poſſible againſt the 
Britiſh, as a few hours before they had done 
againſt the Carmagnols. 


Wedneſday Nov. 12. The proſpeQ before 
our army for winter quarters, was now very 
diſagreeable, as inſtead of being comfortably 


accommodated, as we had flattered ourſelves we 
ſhould 
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ſhould have been, there was now no other ex- 
pectation, than to paſs a dreary winter in a 
cold country, in tents upon the banks of the 
river Waal, and to go through the ſevereſt duty, 
without the common comforts of life ; and the 
diſtreſſed ſituation of the army for cloathing was 
at this time very great ; ſome regiments having 
loſt the whole of their neceſſaries by their 
tranſports falling into the hands of the enemy, 
and many of the ſoldiers had hardly a coat to 
wear. It was no uncommon thing, to ſee an 
officer with the ſkirts of his regimental coat cut 
off, to repair the body of it, or to keep it whole 
at the elbows. Shoes and ſtockings too, were 


much wanted, as the weather was very wet, and 


the roads and fields exceedingly dirty, ſo that 
the troops were conſtantly wet in their feet, 
which rendered their ſituation extremely uncom- 
fortable, as from the time of the evacuation of 
Nimeguen, they were conſtantly employed in 
making batteries and throwing up works to 
defend Holland to the laſt ; and ſuch was the 
ſtrength and advantage of our ſituation upon 
the river Waal, that it was confidently aſſerted 
by the moſt ſkilful Officers, that it would be 
impoſſible for the French ever to force the paſ- 
ſage of that river, provided it ſhould not be 
frozen over; a circumſtance which had not 
Happened for a great number of years, ſo as to 

admit 
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admit the croſſing of an army. As it was, it 
would have been almoſt madneſs for them to 
attempt to force a paſſage, even with'their whole 
army, as it would certainly have coſt them the 
ſacrifice of a great part of it; though the loſs 
of men was no object to the Convention, pro- 
vided. they could make themſelves maſters of 
Holland ; but ſhould they be ſo fortunate as to 
force a paſſage by croſſing the Rhine high up, 
and thereby turn our left flank, or by forcing a 
paſſage below Bommel ſo as to turn our right, 
then the inundations alone could ſave Holland 
from their devaſtation ; but it was highly im- 
probable they ſhould force a paſſage any where, 
if the froſt did not favour them. 


The following is an account of the Britiſh 
Regiments, whoſe fole object now was the 
preſervation of Holland, by preventing the 
French from croſſing the Waal. 


CAVALRY. 


4 
CAVALRY. 


iſt Reg. Royal Horſe Guards, or Oxford 


Blues. | 
1 Ditto or King a, 
2 Ditto or Queen's Bays, | 
3 Ditto or Prince of Wales's, 
5 Ditto or Green | 
6 Ditto or Carbineers, 


1 Ditto or Royal Engliſh, 


Dragoon 


2 Ditto or Scots Greys, 0 Dragoons, 


6 Ditto or Inniſkilling, 
7 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
11 Ditto 
14 Ditto p Light Dragoons. 
15 Ditto 
16 Ditto 
17 Ditto. 


Total 16 Regiments Britiſh Cavalry. 


[ 112 J 


INFANTRY. 
Regiments. Regiments. 
19 44 
2 ſ Guards. 53 
3 54 
3 55 
8 57 
12 59 
14 63 
- ny Highlanders. 
28 80 
33 84 
37 85 
38 87 
40 88 
42 Highlanders. 89 
15 1 5 
15 — 


Total 30 Regiments of Britiſh Infantry. 


Beſides the ſeveral corps of Artillery, Artifi- 
cers, Waggoners and other neceſſary atten- 
dants, upon ſo numerous an army; to which 
may be added the Foreign troops in Britiſh pay, 
as Hanoverians, Heſſians, Emigrants, Vork 
Rangers, &c.; forming, together with the 
Dutch troops an immenſe army, which effec- 

tually 
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tually covered the banks of the Waal, and 
which would in all human probability, be a 


.complete check to the deſign of the French 
penetrating into Holland acroſs that river. 


| Thurſday, N ov. 13. This day a flag of truce 
was announced from Nimeguen, by a French 
trumpet ; on being anſwered from our picquet at 
the village of Lent, oppoſite that place, a 


French officer, attended by a trumpeter and 
ſervant, came in a ſmall boat acroſs the river, 


rowed by t twat Dutchmen wearing the National 
Cockade q on landing, he was met by an Eng- 
- liſh officer, who after having blindfolded him 
by putting his handkerchief acroſs his eyes, 
conducted him to the quarters of the com- 


manding officer of the picquet, where his 
eyes were uncovered and he delivered his dif- 


patches, which were immediately forwarded by 
a dragoon, to the head quarters. at Arnheim, 
the purport of which related to an agreement 
between the Duke of York and the French 
General, that the ſentries at the out poſts ſhould 
not fire at each other, which could only occaſion 
a loſs of men on both ſides, without the leaſt 
advantage to either ; our ſentries had conſtantly 
received orders not to fire at thoſe of the enemy, 
but theirs had frequently taken an advantage 


and fired at ours, which was now effectually put 
P | a ſtop 


a ſtop to. During the time the French officer 
with the flag remained on our ſide the Waal, 
both ſides the river were covered with Britiſh 
and French ſoldiers, who during the truce, 
could with propriety fatisfy their curioſity in 
having a complete view of each other. The 
trumpeter andthe officer's ſervant who came in 
the boat, landed on the beach, but were not 
permitted to go into the village; they were 
plentifully treated by our ſoldiers with liquor, 
&c. while the officer was taking a bottle of wine 
with our commanding officer. The ceremony 
of blindfolding was again repeated on guing 
back to the boat, where the parties took leave, 
apparently well pleaſed with each other. A flag 
of truce going from our ſide a ſhort time after, 
met with exactly the ſame reception from the 
French in Nimeguen. 


Sunday, Nov. 16. As the froſt was not 
yet ſet in, and the weather very wet, the number 
of our ſick enereaſed daily ; the tents were con- 
ſtantly ſoaked through, ànd the ſtraw in them 
could not be kept dry, though changed very 
often, which conſequently brought on a great 
deal of fickneſs amongſt the troops in camp; 
what contributed moſt to their comfort, was the 
great plenty of wood with which this country 
abounded, by which the troops were enabled 

| -to 
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to keep very large fires conſtantly in the camp, 
and upon the picquets ; without which it would 
have been impoſſible to have exiſted ; the 
cheapneſs of gin too, contributed not a little 
to keeping up the ipirits, and preventing the 
men from catching colds and other diſorders, 
occaſioned by their wet ſituation ; the duty on 
the banks of the Waal being very heavy, and 


the nights extremely cold, which was very 
ſeverely felt by the troops owing to their want 


of warm cloathing. 


On the part of the French, there did not as yet 
ſeem to be any appearances of their attempting 
to force a paſſage acroſs the river ; though con- 
ſiderable bodies of their troops were moving 
towards Bommel, againſt which place it was 
conjectured (ſhould they attempt to croſs) their 
efforts would be directed; but very little fear 
was entertained for that place, as it was ſuffici- 
ently protected while the river remained open. 


Thurſday, Nov. 20. Great numbers of work- 
men were ſtill employed in conſtructing works 
upon the banks of the Waal, to diſpute the paſ- 
ſage of that river, and no one entertained the 
leaſt doubt of our being able to prevent the 
enemy croſſing, provided the froſt did not favor 
their deſigns, A Dutch officer came from Ni- 

meguen 
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meguen on his parole, and reported that the 
French were in general anxious for peace, but 
complained much of their heavy duty, and were 
highly exaſperated againſt the Engliſh, for op- 
poſing their paſſage into Holland ; as they had 
information that great part of the inhab'tants, 
and even of the Dutch troops were inclined to 
favour their cauſe ; of this we had but too great 
reaſon to be aſſured, as the Dutch took frequent 
occaſion to expreſs their diſlike to the Britiſh 
troops, whom the common people conſidered 
as an uſeleſs burthen to their country ; though 
it is moſt probable that by this time, they would 
again prefer Britiſh protection, to French fra- 
ternization. 


Sunday, Nov. 23. The froſt for ſeveral days 
had ſet in rather ſeverely, and it was found 
that the troops could not poſſibly exiſt in their 
tents during the ſevere cold, though the reduc- 
tion of the regiments by ſickneſs, and other 
cauſes, was ſo great that moſt of the men ha 
double tents, yet theſe were not by any mean 
ſufficient to keep out the cold; it was therefor 
reſolved upon, that thoſe troops which wer 
encamped, ſhould built huts of ſods and thatc' 
them over, to make their winter quarters mor 
comfortable; great numbers were accordingl. 
| dally employed in this occupation. The regi 
ment 
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ments which were encamped before Nimegue: 
(viz. the zd, 40th, 55th, 59th and 7gth, wit 
one regiment of Hanoverians) built a ſmall tow: 
of theſe huts on the ground of their encamp- 
ment, which was on the road to Arnheim, from 
it was diſtant fix miles, and three from the 
village of Lent, on the banks of the Waal, 
oppoſite Nimeguen, to which village the picquets 
were detached, where they remained 48 hours 
on duty, 


Tueſday, Dec. 2. The froſt ſtill continued, 
with ſome intervals of mild weather and ſome 
ſnow ; the building of the huts went forward 
with alacrity. $ 

All remained quiet on the part of the enemy, 
who ſeemed as much inclined to a little reſt as 
we were; and we now looked for no other 
winter quarters than the ſituation we were in. 
nor was there any apprehenſion of the rive 
Wall being froze over; for though the fro! 
had been pretty ſevere, it had as yet made bu 
little progreſs on that river. His Royal High 
neſs the Commander in Chief, this day ſet ou 
from head quarters at Arnheim, for Englanc 
by way of the Hague, and the command of the 


Britiſh army now devolved upon Sir William 


Erſkine, 
Sunday, 
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Sunday, Dec. 7. By this time the huts were 
all compleated for the reception of the troops, 
and were found much more comfortable than 
the tents, in which there had actually been one 
or two ſoldiers frozen to death. In the huts the 
men were enabled to keep fires, which rendered 
their ſituation a little more agreeable. The want 
of neceſſary cloathing was now ſeverely felt, as 
the cold began to grow very intenſe. The officers 
of ſeveral regiments ſet on foot a ſubſcription to 
furniſh- their men with a few comtorts of lite ; 
the regimental cloathing of great part of the 
troops being worn out, it was curious to ſee 
what ſhifts ſome of the ſoldiers were put to, to 
keep themſelves warm and comfortable—one 
would have on, a huge pair of Dutchman's wide 
breeches to his regimental jacket ; another would 
have a large full trimmed Burgomaſter's coat 
on, by way of ſurtout, and another, to his red 
Jacket would have ſewed, a pair of wide black 
or brown ſleeves with long hanging cuffs ; with 
other curious contraſts of cloathing equally 
diverting ; ſo that from the motley appearance 
of ſome of the troops, it would have been a 
difficult matter even for an Engliſhman juſt 
arrived to tell to what nation they belonged ; 
all that was neceſſary here, was to keep the 
arms and ammunition in good order, as very 
little attention was paid to dreſs. The high- 

landers 
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landers at this time, from the ſeverity of the 
weather, were under the neceſſity of leaving off 
wearing their kelts, or ſhort petticoats, and 
were furniſhed with pantaloons or cloſe trowſers, 
which were much more comfortable for them ; 
the French had diſtinguiſhed them by the name 
of “ Vrai ſans culottet. 


Sunday, Dec. 14. The froſt ſtill continued 
with unabated rigor, and the weather was now 
intenſely cold. The French, ſince the depar- 
ture of the Duke of York, remained tolerably 
quiet upon the Waal. Our troops at this time 
were in high ſpirits in conſequence of a report 
that we were to be relieved by a body of 
Auſtrians and Pruſſians, who were on their 
march for that purpoſe ; and that we were to 
go into winter quarters on the other fide of the 
Rhine, for which preparatory orders were iſſued, 
and three bridges already conſtructed for the 
paſſage of our army ; but theſe preparations 
were by ſome ſuppoſed to be, to favor our 
retreat in caſe of the French croſing the Waal; 
though as yet, there did not appear to be any 
preparations on their ſide, except a few ſmall 
boats and rafts; but they could not be of any 
ſervice to them in an attempt to croſs while 
there was any ice in the river, and which was 
now frozen from the ſides, a conſiderable way 
acroſs, 
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acroſs, though not ſo much as to cauſe the leaſt 
ſuppofition that the river'would be frozen over 
lo as to admit the paſſage of their army; we 
were therefore pretty eaſy on that account. 


At this time, the High Bailey of the diſtri 
from Tiel to Nimeguen, iflued a proclamation 
to all the inhabitants in his diſtri& along the 
banks of the Waal, to quit their habitations, 
and give them up for the accommodation of the 
troops on. the banks of the river; this cauſed 
the French to ſuppoſe that our expected rein- 
forcement was arrived, and they called acroſs 
the river, that they were going to evacuate that 
part of the country for the winter, and that if 
we took poſſeſſion of it, we ſhould not find a 
pound of bread, or a ſingle article of proviſion 
for our troops; of this information we did not 
entertain the ſmalleſt doubt, as we knew the 
difficulty their army found in ſubſiſting, not only 
in conſequence of the gallant defence of Grave, 
which ſtill held out and cut off their communi- 
cation by the Meuſe ; but that our army had 
pretty well cleared: the country of proviſions 
before our evacuation of it. 


The French had all along kept up a very 
ſevere bombardment upon Grave, which was 


diſtinctly heard (eſpecially in the night) at our 
| poſts 
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poſts on the banks of the Waal; it muſt cer- 
tainly have been a very provoking circumſtance 
to the French General, that he could not reduce 
ſo ſmall a garriſon in the very centre of his army, 
and which entirely cut off the communication 
of his wings by the river Meuſe, thereby cauſing 
his ſupplies to go a conſiderable way round by 
waggons, through very bad roads, which muſt 
have been very tedious and have diſtreſſed the 
French army much, which now ſuffered conſi- 
derably not only from the cold, but for want 
of regular ſupplies. The allowance of beef to 
our troops was encreaſed half a pound per day, 
in conſequence of their hard duty and the ex- 
ceſſive cold; a ſoldier's daily allowance now 
was per day, beef 1 lb. bread 111b. and ſpirits 
half a pint; with this allowance and potatoes, 
greens, &c. for which they foraged, they 
made out a tolerable good living, as coffee be- 
ing very plentiful it was ſold by the ſoldiers 
wives, and a man might for a penny, have an 
excellent breakfaſt of coffee, but he muſt find 
his own bread and butter. The bread was in 
general of a very indifferent kind, being made 
of (what is called in England) buck wheat, 
which makes very black bread; it would ſome- 
times be ſo frozen in the huts, that the men 
were under the neceſſity of either cutting it with 


2 
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a hatchet, or laying it on the fire a conſiderable 
time to thaw before a knife would penetrate it. 


Thurſday, Dec. 18. The froſt ſtill continued 
with great ſeverity ; the canals and ponds were 
now all frozen over, and the ice extended a 
conſiderable way acroſs the river Waal ; our 
ſentries in the night were poſted upon the ice, 
as near the edge as was prudent, as were thoſe 
of the enemy, ſo that by this means they came 
pretty near, and frequently entertained each 
other with a little converſation, though in ge- 
neral it was not of the moſt elegant kind ; the 
French calling our ſoldiers by the nick-names 
of Jean Taureau, Fack-roaſt-beef, and other 
names equally curious; our ſoldiers treatea 
them with leſs ceremony, calling them in plain 
Engliſh Damn d King-killins ſons of B—s, paper 
money ſcoundrels, and other opprobrious epithets, 
which very frequently irritated them to a very 
great pitch, inſomuch that they would vow 
revenge againſt all Engliſhmen ; their conver- 
ſation was not always carried on in the aforeſaid 
genteel manner, but ſometimes intermixed with 
a little pleaſantry, as the following diſcourſe , 
which took place between an Engliſh and 
French ſentry will ſhew ; they had been ſpeaking 


in praiſe of their reſpective governments, man- 
ner of living, cloathing, &c. when the Engliſh- 
| man 
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man obſerved to the other, that he ſhould not 
like to be in the Convention ſervice, becauſe 
moſt of their ſoldiers were barefooted and 
obliged to march without ſhoes. © Ay, ſays 
e the Frenchman, that is very true, but how can 
« we poſſibly keep ſhoes to our feet, when we 
wear out ſo many in running after you Mr, 
“ Engliſhman.” 


Our number of ſick was now very great, and 
many deaths happened daily, which was the 
leſs to be wondered at, when it was conſidered 
what the troops ſuffered for the want of warm 
cloathing to prote& them from the ſeverity of 
the weather, eſpecially as the duty became hea- 
vier, in proportion to the number of thoſe who 
died or were ſick. 


Sunday, Dec. 2i. Our army had now the 
very pleaſing ſatisfaction of being aſſured, that 
their fair countrywomen had not been unmind- 
ful of their hardſhips and ſufferings abroad; but 
that from the very liberal exertions of the ladies, 
a competent ſupply of warm winter cloathing 


was actually landed on the continent, and now 


on its way to the army ; the pleaſure with which 
this information was received, is more eaſy to 
be conceived than deſcribed, and every heart 
panted for an opportunity of proving in the 


field againſt the common enemies of their coun- 


try, 
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try, humanity, and religion, that gratitude and 
love to their loyal and generous benefactreſſes, 
with which they were inſpired by their unpar- 
relled goodneſs and generofity. This preſent, 
had been talked of in the army for ſome time, 
but many of the ſoldiers concluded it was no- 
thing more than a report propagated in order 
to keep up their ſpirits; but were agreeably 
ſurpriſed to find it real, and that they were not 
forgot or neglected in their exertions, more 
eſpecially as the winter was now ſet in with the 
utmoſt violence ; the cold was intenſe, the pic- 
quets were 48 hours on duty before they were 
relieved, or had their cloathes or accoutrements 
off, and the ſentries inſtead of remaining upon 
their poſt two hours as had been cuſtomary, 
were from the extreme cold obliged to be re- 
lieved every hour, as it was not poſſible to ſtand 
longer without running the riſk of being froſt- 
bitten, and which had already happened to ſome 
of the men. The ice upon the river Waal was 
now frozen ſo thick and firm at the ſides and 
for a conſiderable way acroſs, that our ſentries 
and thoſe of the enemy, were in ſome places 
within twenty yards of each other upon the edge 
ice, and as ſerious apprehenſions were now en- 
tertained of the river being frozen over, from 
the long continuance of the froſt, or that the 
enemy might contrive ſome means to croſs in 

its 


L 125 ] 


its preſent ſtate, it was judged neceſſary that 
our ſentries ſhould paſs the word “ als well” 
from one to the other every five minutes. 
This afforded great diverſion to the enemy, 
who not comprehending the meaning of that 
piece of duty, or imagining it to proceed from 
fear on our part, took great delight in crying 
out all's well in deriſion of our ſentries, which 
frequently occaſioned a good deal of altercation 
between the parties, as there were numbers in 
the French army who underſtood Engliſh. 


As this country abounds in canals and pieces 
of water, which were now all frozen to an im- 
menſe thickneſs, the principal amuſement of the 
troops when off duty, was in ſkating, and other 
ways entertaining themfelves upon the ice; 
what alſo added to their diverſion, was ſeeing 
with what dexterity the Dutch women and chil- 
dren ſkated, the former frequently with heavy 
baſkets or other burthens upon their heads, 
which they carried with the greateſt apparent 
eaſe upon the ice, and were never ſeen to get a 
fall; the children learned to ſkate as ſoon as 
they could well walk, by means of a ſmall chair, 
which was put upon the ice with them, and they 
were then left to themſelves, but by ſupporting 
themſelves by the back of the chair and puſhing 
1¹ 
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it before them, they ſoon learned to keep their 
feet and go alone. 


Thurſday, Dec. 25. (Chriſtmas day.) This 
was one of the coldeſt days ever known in this 
country, though rendered one of the moſt a- 
greeable to the troops by the arrival of a quantity 
of the flannel cloathing in camp, which was 
immediately diſtributed ainongſt the ſoldiers, to 
their great ſatisfaction and comfort, who on this 
occaſion, and in honor of the day, were allowed 
a weeks pay to drink to the health of their fair 
benefactreſſes at home, and to provide as com- 
fortable a Chriſtmas dinner as the preſent ſitua- 
tion would admit of, and the camp this evening 
exhibited a ſcene of feſtivity, truly expreſſive of 
the Britiſh character; it was really a very enter- 
taining ſight to go into the huts and ſee a group 
of ſoldiers ſet round their fire, ſurrounded by 
arms and accoutrements and half obſcured by 
imoak, drinking to the health of their friends 
at home out of a large camp kettle, filled with 
a compoſition of gin, beer, and ſugar, made 
hot; and paſſing round the ſong and the toaſt 
with as much glee and regularity, as though 
they had been ſeated round the table of the 
happieſt Chriſtmas party in England. The fol- 
lowing ſong as it was written and ſung in this 
ſituation may not be unacceptable. 


TUNE 
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TUNE—THE VICAR OF BRAY. 


When Royal George ſpreads wars alarms, 
And rouzes Britain's Iſle, Sir, 

The hardy ſoldier flies to arms 

And at the ſound will ſmile, Sir. 

To curb the impious ſons of France, 

The field he takes with joy, Sir, 

And when to fight he does advance, 

He'll conquer, or he'll die, Sir. 


CHORUS. 


Then oh! reſpect Brittania's fon, 
For war renown'd in ſtory, 

Who'll neither death or danger ſhun, 
But fights for Britain's glory. 


II. 


His knapſack coutrements and gun, 
Are all he has to boaſt, Sir, 


With tent, poor ſhade from ſcorching ſun, Sir, 


Chill rain, or piercing froſt, Sir, 
And thus equipt, to war he goes, 
Forſakes his peaceful lands, Sir, 
Nor fears a jot to meet his foes, 
But ſtill undaunted ſtands Sir. 


— ** 
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III. 


When many a weary day he's march'd, 
For honour and for fame, Sir. 

O'er burning ſands or deſarts parch'd, 
Exhauſted, tir'd and lame, Sir. 

His country's glory fires his heart, 
No other motive cheers him. 


For this he's ever found alert, 
For this his foe ſtill fears him. 


IV. 


In darkeſt night he'll pitch his tent, 
Upon ſome watery ground, Sir; 
His order comes, on duty ſent, 

No reſt for him is found, Sir; 

His nightly turn of guard he takes, 
His comrades dear protecting, 

And while with weary ſtep he wakes, 
Is ſtill on home reflecting. | 


V. 


When ſore oppreſs'd by hungers need, 
And enemies around him, 
On fruit or herbs when forc'd to feed, 
No troubles e'er confound him; 
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When oft the faithful horſe is ſlain, 
No other food obtaining, 

He ne'er repines—alas ! tis vain, 
His murm'ring or complaining. 
And when in battle's raging heat, 
He's cover'd o'er with wounds, Sir, 
At home he'll find a ſafe retreat, 

In Chelſea's peaceful bounds, Sir, 
His King and Country him befriend, 
Or aged, maim'd or wounded ; 
And here his days in peace he'll end, 
By happineſs furrounded. 


At midnight an opportunity offered for de- 
ſtroying ſeveral boats which were lying under 
the walls of Nimeguen, and for which purpoſe, 
five Britiſh ſeamen had been waiting ſome time 
in the oppoſite village; they found means to 
croſs that ſmall part of the river which was not 
frozen over, by means of a Norway yawl which 
was brought from Arnheim, and they ſucceeded 
in their undertaking, by ſcuttling fix of the 
boats, after which they returned undiſcovered 
by the enemy's ſentries ; this was deemed a very 
hazardous enterprize, and gained the failors 
great honor. 


Friday, Dec. 26. This day a ſutler and his 


wife (foreigners) were apprehended on ſuſpicion 
R of 
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of being ſpies, and papers were found on the 
woman which contained ſketches of ſeveral of 
our works and batteries, which they in the 
capacity of ſutlers had frequent opportunitics 
of obtaining ; theſe were not the only perſons 
who were taken up on that ſuſpicion, as ſeveral 
were already in cuſtody, (moſtly Dutch,) and 
ſuch was the friendſhip of our good allies the 
Dutch, that in order to have done away that 
evil effectually, it would have been neceſſary to 
have hung up one half of the inhabitants of 
both ſexes, as they never neglected an oppor- 
tunity of communicating to the French, every 
information reſpecting our army, that lay in 
their power; but on the other ſide the Waal 
the inhabitants were of another way of thinking; 
as there they were heartily tired of their god 
friends, the diſpenſers of freedom and protectors 
of property, and the aſſignats were at this time 
ſo little thought of by the Dutch, that they 
frequently choſe to make a preſent of their 
property and reject the national currency; the 
French however, choſe to conſtrue ſuch con- 
duct, into an acknowledgment on the part of 
the natives for the favors conferred on them. 


Saturday, Dec. 27. The fituation of our 
army became every day more intereſting, as 
trom the increaſing thickneſs of the ice, it was 
probable 
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probable that the enemy would very ſoon attempt: 
to force a paſſage acroſs the river ; our heavy. 
artillery, baggage and ſick, were all on the 
other ſide the Rhine, and every precaution was 
taken on our part to ſecure a retreat in caſe of 
being overpowered, and which from the very 
great reduction of our numbers, would at this 
time prove no very difficult matter. 


The enemy did not long keep us in a ſtate of 
uncertainty with regard to their intentions, for 
this afternoon they croſſed the ice with eight 
thouſand men at the important paſs of Bommel; 
this iſland was now occupied by the Dutch, who 
ſhould have had five battalions to defend it, but 
they had thought proper to withdraw three of 
them, and left this (the moſt important paſs upon 
river) to be maintained by no more than two 
battalions, who ſuffered the enemy to croſs the 
ice (unaccompanied by either artillery or ca- 
valry) without giving them a ſingle ſhot! 


The Dutch Commander faid he was un- 
guarded, from having given credit to the report 
of an armiſtice ſaid to have been agreed upon 
between the allied powers and the enemy ; 
though he had taken care to ſend off that part 
of his artillery which he did not think proper 

| ſhoutd 
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ſhould fall into the hands of his friends the 
carmagnols, 


Our attention was now turned towards Bom- 
mel, as it was abſolutely neceſſary to drive the 
French back, or to give up the defence of the 
river entirely and evacuate Holland; it was 
therefore reſolved upon to attack them as ſoon 
as poſſible, and the neceſſary orders were imme- 
diately iſſued to Major General David Dundas, 
who was appointed to the command of the 
troops deſtined for this ſervice, and as it would 
unavoidably take ſome time to make the ar- 
rangements and to reconnoitre the enemy, the 
attack was fixed for the morning of the 3oth. 


The troops deſtined for this ſervice, conſiſted 
of ten battalions of Britiſh infantry, the Emi- 
grants of La Chatre, ſix ſquadrons Britiſh light 
cavalry, and one hundred and fifty huſſars of 
Rohan, divided into brigades under the com- 
mand of Major General Sir Robert Lawrie, 
Major General Lord Cathcart, Major General 
Gordon, and Lieutenant Colonel M*fKenzie ; 
with four battalions and four ſquadrons of 
Heſſians, under the command of Major General 
de Wurmb. The whole of the troops were 
ordered to carry with them three days bread 
and forage, and were in high ſpirits, no one 

5 entertaining 
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entertaining the ſmalleſt doubt of our being able 
to drive them back, though our numbers on 
this ſervice were ſmall when compared with 
thoſe of the enemy and the ſituation they were 
in, and the nature of our country was ſuch, 
that our cavalry found it in many places ex- 
tremely difficult to proceed on account of the 
numerous frozen canals and ditches which they 
had to croſs, and on which it was very difficult 
for the horſes to keep their feet though ever ſo 
well provided for the froſt. 


Sunday, Dec. 28. During this day the troops 
deſtined for the poſt of honor, were aſſembling 
and the neceſſary preparations making to enter- 
tain the enemy, who we learned had eſtabliſhed 
themſelves in Tiel, in great force, as well as in 
the village of Wardenberg, where they had a 
conſiderable number of men poſted, and had cut 
down great numbers of trees from the orchards, 
of which they had formed abbatis, and fortified 
themſelves in the beſt manner time and circum- 
ſtances would admit of. About 12-0'clock this 
night, it was ſuppoſed the enemy were going to 
make an attempt to croſs from Nimeguen, as 
there was a ſtir obſerved in the place, and they 
fired one ſhot at our poſt oppoſite, which 
was immediately anſwered by ſeveral rounds 

| from 
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from our cannon, this created an alarm and the 
troops turned out, but the buſineſs ended here. 


Monday, Dec. 29. Our principal hoſpital 
which till this time had been at Rhenen, in the 
province of Utrecht, on the other ſide the river 
Leck, was ordered to be removed to Deventer, 
in the province of Over Yſlel, acroſs the river 
Yſel; this removal of the ſick and wounded at 
this inclement ſeaſon of the year, a diſtance of 
not leſs than fifty Engliſh miles, (by the cir- 
cuitous route the waggons were obliged to take) 
nothing but the moſt urgent neceſſity could jul- 
tify, which was now the caſe; for ſhould we 
not ſucceed in our attempts to force the French 
to re-craſs the river Waal, the whole of our 
unfortunate fick and wounded men, muſt in- 
evitably have fell into their hands, and we were 
as yet 1gnorant of the treatment which that 
(hitherto generous) enemy might have given 
them. Our good and faithful allies the Dutch, 
had taken every occaſion to behave to thoſe 
poor ſufferers with the moſt illiberal brutality, 
augmenting as much as in their power, their 
ſufferings, by every ſpecies of mean inſult, unbe- 
coming the character of a civilized nation; they 
had even extended their cruelty ſo far as to in- 
tult the ſurgeons and perſons employed in th. 
neceſſary attendance on the hoſpitals, and en 

deavoured 
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deavoured to prevent the ſupplies of nouriſh- 
ment being procured in ſeveral of their towns 
where hoſpitals were eſtabliſhed. After ſuch 
treatment from perſons who were our allies, 
and whoſe country we were defending, what 
might not be expected from an enraged and fe- 
rocious enemy, rendered more ſo by the oppo- 
ſition of our ſmall army, which had ſubjected 
them to all the rigours of the field in a-cold cli- 
mate, and in one of the ſevereſt winters ever re- 
membered by the oldeſt inhabitant of that cli- 
mate. It was therefore abſolutely neceſſary to 
remove our brave ſick and wounded comrades 
at all events; though the French afterwards 
fully proved that they had not loſt ſight of that 
generoſity with which they had formerly treated 
their Britiſh priſoners of war. 


The Dutch from Utrecht this day ſent a meſ- 
ſage to our head quarters at Arnheim, to know 
what was become of their two battalions, which 
were left in Bommel, as they had not yet been 
able to procure any information reſpecting them; 
they might at this time with great propriety 
number them amongſt their miiing, loft, or 
miſlaid, as citizen Pichegru had fraternized them 
in his own army, not much againſt their will. 
A detachment of Heſſians who were with the 


Dutch in Bommel when the French crofled, 
made 


E 


made good their retreat and joined the Britiſh 
army, but the Dutch voluntarily ſurrendered. 


This night the troops for tomorrow's attack 
marched in three columns to their reſpective 
deſtinations, in order to be ready to begin the 
attack early in the morning; the froſt continued 
with unabated rigour and the troops had not 
any covering during the night, but this did not 
in the leaſt diminiſh their ardor as they marched 
to the ſcene of action and cheared each other 
with the greateſt degree of ſpirit. 


Tueſday, Dec. 30. The right column con- 
fiſting of four Britiſh battalions and the huſſars 
of Rohan, under the command of Lord Cath- 
cart, marched by the villages of Haafden and 
Rumb, to take Tiel in the rear; the other Bri- 
tiſh column went by the village of Metteren, and 
the Heſſian column proceeded to Waardenbourg, 
near which place the two latter joined at day 
break ; the column under Lord Cathcart could 
not get up in time, the road by which he was 
to have marched being found ſo impaſlable, that 
he was under the neceſſity of going a conſider. 
able way about; however, General Dundas 
finding on his arrival at Waardenbourg, that 
the enemy had abandoned that place in the 
night, and had retired to join their countrymen 
| in 
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in Tiel, reſolved not to looſe any time in waiting 
for the third column to come up, but immedi- 
ately to puſh on with what troops he had, and 
begin the attack upon Tiel ; this was done, and 
with ſuch ſpirit and impetuoſity, that notwith- 
ſtanding the great ſtrength of the place, the 
batteries which flanked the approath of our 
troops, the abbatis of fruit trees that were made, 
and'the number of troops who defended it, the 
place was carried on the firſt attack by the two 
columns (Britiſh and Heſſians) and the enemy 
were driven back acroſs the ice with the loſs of 
a conſiderable number of men, and four pieces 
of cannon, which they had brought over the 
preceding day; the loſs on our part was very 
trifling conſidering the nature of the attack and 
the numbers of the enemy, which greatly ex- 
ceeded ours ; we had of the Britiſh troops one 
field officer (Brevet Major Murray, of the 58th 
regiment) and five rank and file killed, one of- 
ficer (Lieut. Lindſay 78th) and nineteen rank 
and file wounded, and one ſerjeant miſſing ; of 
the Heſſians, one officer wounded, one miſſing, 

and twenty five rank and file killed and wounded, 
- To that our whole loſs in killed wounded and 
| miſſing in this important affair, amounted only 
to fifty four, with the advantages of having 
taken four pieces of cannon, killed and wounded 
8 a 
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a conſiderable number of the enemy and forded 
them to re- eroſs the Waal with precipitation. 


Our troops ſuffered very ſeverely in this buſt- 
neſs, not only from their heavy march previous 
to the action, but alſo from exceſſive cold and 


the want of ſhelter in the night. 


We learned from the French that Grave had 
capitulated to their army on the 28th, which 
confirmed our ſuſpicions, as till within a few 
days paſt our poſts upon the banks of the Waal 
had very plainly heard the bombardment of that 
place, and as that had entirely ceaſed, it was 
ſuppoſed to have ſurrendered ; it was moſt gal- 
lantly defended, and it was matter of ſurpriſe to 
our army that it had held out ſo long, when 
furrounded by ſo numerous an army which ef- 
fectually cut off every communication with that 
fortreſs. 


We alſo learned that the French intended to 
paſs the river Wall in ſeveral places, at the 


time they paſſed at Bommel, but as we had not 


heard any thing of their having paſſed, it was 
concluded to be a little of their uſual gaſconade, 
and our having ſo eaſily repulſed them in this 
firſt attempt, gave our troops the greateſt hopes 
that in every other, they would meet with the 
ſame 
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ſame ſucceſs; and thoſe of the Dutch inhabi- 


tants who were loyal, were greatly pleaſed at 
this ſucceſsful enterprize of General Dundas, 


Wedneſday, Dec. 31. The year now brought 
to a cloſe, and the froſt continuing with unabated 
rigour, preſented no other proſpect to view than 
what had long been dreaded by us, that the 
Waal would be every where paſſable on the ice, 
(which was now nearly the caſe) and that the 
enemy would then make a grand attempt to 
croſs, from a number of points at one and the 
ſame time, and by pouring upon our weakened 
army with immenſe bodies of troops, effectually 
ſucceed in obliging us to abandon our ſituation 
on the Waal, and of courſe totally evacuate 
Holland, 


Their firſt ineffectual attempt to croſs the 
river, though it ſerved greatly to exhilarate the 
ſpirits of oùg ſoldiers, was not to be conſidered 
as 'a matter of conſequence, but merely as a 
diverſion, and with a view to obtain ſome idea 
of the number and condition of the troops we 
could bring againſt them; and though in this 
attempt they muſt have been convinced of our 
weakneſs in point of number, yet they muſt at 
the ſame time have been convinced that thoſe 
few were not by any means deficient in point of 

courage, 
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courage, or wanting of inclination to give them a 
warm reception whenever they would chooſe to 
pay a viſit to our ſide the river, and from the beſt 
accounts that could be procured, it was found 
that they were forming large bodies of troops, 
avowedly for the purpoſe of forcing the paſſage 
of the river for a very conſiderable extent, from 
which deſign, nothing but a ſpeedy and effectual 
thaw (of which we had no hopes) could prevent 
them; what remained for us therefore, was to 
uſe our utmoſt endeavours whenever they ſhould 
croſs, to repel them. ; 

Saturday, Jan. 3, 179 5. The enemy as yet 
had not again attempted to croſs the ice, though 
they were buſied in collecting large bodies of 


troops oppolite Bommel, at Nimeguen and 


other places, ſeemingly determined to repair 
their late diſgrace, and to effect by numbers 
what they could not by courage; in the mean 
time, the ſeverity of the froſt continuing, our 
troops ſuffered ſo much for want of ſhelter, that 
it was judged neceſſary that they ſhould take up 
a poſition on the Lingen, (a ſmall river between 
the Waal and Leck) and leave only out poſts 
on the Waal ; this was accordingly done this 
evening, and that head quarters might be nearer 
the ſcene of aQtion, they were removed from 

| 22 
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Arnheim, to the village of Emerongen, a ſitt« 
ation ſeveral miles nearer Bommel. 


Sunday, Jan. 4. From the movements of 
the enemy oppoſite Bommel, it was concluded: 
they would ſoon favor us with another viſit, and: 
all were in axious expectation till evening, when 
they again croſſed upon Bommel in very great 
force, bringing over with them ſeveral pieces of 
cannon, which they effected by laying ſtraw and 
ſand upon the ice, whereby they were enabled 
eaſily to draw the guns without any danger of 
the horſes feet ſlipping; they immediately drove 
in our advanced poſts which fell back upon the 
village of Metteren, and again took poſſeſſion of 
Tiel. General Dundas who was at Metteren, 
hoped to have checked the farther progreſs of 
the enemy at that place, but they proyed much 
too ſtrong for him, and drove in all the poſts of 
Heſſians near him, in conſequence of which he 
reſolved immediately to unite his troops and the 
whole of the Heſſians under General Dalwig, 
who was ſtationed at Buren, and make a ſecond 


effort to drive them acroſs the river ; this was 


to be attempted at day break in the mn Y 
to Pted at day DI 8 8 


Monday, Jan. 5. This morning General 
Dundas again moved to attack the enemy, but 
finding them too ſtrong, he was under the ne- 

ceſſity 
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eeffity of halting at Geldermalſen, until he 
ſhould be better informed reſpecting their de. 


ſigns. In this ſituation the enemy attacked the 
poſt of Metteren, (about a mile in front) where 


80 cavalry, and a detachment of the 33d regi- 


ment were ſtation with two ſmall field pieces ; 
this poſt was charged by a large body of the 
enemy's cavalry with great impetuoſity, they 
were ſupported by a great number of rifte-men, 
who came upon our troops from all quarters, 
making every dipoſition to ſurround the poſt, 
which made it neceſſary for them to fall back 
upon Geldermalſen, in which movement they 
were very hard preſſed by the enemy's huſſars 
who had for ſome time the advantage, and poſ. 
ſeſſed themſelves of the two cannon, but they 
could not long keep them, for our reſerve com. 
ing up, the enemy were charged in their turn, 
the guns retaken, and after a heavy firing on 


both ſides for above an hour, they were driven 


back upon Metteren, with conſiderable loſs; on 
our part the loſs was alſo conſiderable, we had 
four officers (Major General Sir Robert Lawrie, 
Captain Elliott of the 33d, Captain Duncan 
Munro of the 78th, Lieutenant Lamont of the 
42d regiment) and fifty four rank and file 
wounded ; three tank and file and one horſe 
killed, and one ſerjeant fix rank and file and 
nine horſes miſſing ; the regiments engaged 
1 were 


437 


were the 11th light dragoons, and the 33d, 42d, 
and 78th foot, of which the 78th ſuffered moſt, . 
as it was the advanced companies of that regt. 
that ſuſtained and checked the _ of the 
enemy's cavalry. 


Tueſday, Jan. 6. From the encreaſed ſtrength 
and advantageous poſition of the enemy, Gen. 
Dundas thought proper to fall back upon Buren 
during the night; this was effected unperceived 
by the enemy, the fires being left burning in 
order to deceive them. 


As the troops for ſome time paſt had under. 
gone a very great degree of fatigue, and ſuffered 
much from their diſtreſſing ſituation for want of 
cantonments, by which they were under the 
neceſſity of paſſing theſe cold and dreary winter 
nights, without any covering or ſhelter what- 
ever, it was judged proper to draw oft our army 
from their preſent ſituation, and to take up a 
poſition behind the river Leck, (leaving pic- 
quets on the Waal,) where the troops could be 
accommodated with cantonments, of which 
they were much in need, to afford them ſome 
ſhelter from the extraordinary ſeverity of the 
weather; for this purpoſe, part of the troops 
crofled this day, the river being every where 
frozen over and pafſable, though one of the 

principal 
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+ principal branches of the Rhine, very broad and 
extremely rapid; but it ſeeined as if the elements 
had ' conſpired with the enemy againſt us, for 
| this river (as well as the Wall) had not been 
frozen over for ages before, and now the ice 
was ſo ſolid in every part as to admit with eaſe 
the paſſage of our heavieſt artillery and ammu- 
nition waggons ; and even whole regiments of 
- eavalry at a time. 


This afternoon there being every appearance 
of a favourable thaw ; counter orders were iſſued 
to thoſe troops who had not croſſed the river, to 
remain in their preſent fituation, and for thoſe 
which had already croſſed, to return to their 
| former poſition ; as, ſhould the thaw continue, 


Wh: there was yet every probability of maintaining 
our ſituation on the Waal, and of driving back 
p thoſe of the enemy who had already crofled that 


river; but in this our hopes were fruſtrated, for 
on Thurſday, Jan. 8, the froſt returned with 
redoubled violence, thereby putting an end to our 
laſt hopes; as we were confident that the enemy 
would take the advantage of this opportunity, 
and by ſending over immenſe bodies of troope, 
oblige us to evacuate the country, and give up 
all hopes of ſaving Holland for which we had 
ſo long been ſtriving, and which we certainly 
ſhould have done, if we had not been obliged to 

ſubmit 
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ſubmit to more than mortal enemies. That no 
exertions ſhould be wanting on our part, Lieut. 
General Abercrombie, and Major Gen. Ham- 
merſtein, with the Britiſh and Hanoverian troops 
under their command, and ſome Auſtrians from 
Wageningen, received orders to march this day 
towards Tiel; in order to make another attack 
upon the enemy, who were by this time in great 
force in that town and its vicinity, Gen. Dundas 
with his corps proceeded to occupy Buren, 
where he might co-operate with Generals 
Abercrombie and Hammerſtein in the intended 


attack. 


The 14th and 25th regiments being detached 
by General Dundas in advance; on their arrival 
at Buren, they found all our picquets near that 
place driven in, and the enemy marching upon 
them in great numbers; the two regiments im- 
mediately poſſeſſed themſelves of the town and 
caſtle, and there waited the arrival of the remain- 
der of General Dundas's corps which were 
marching with all ſpeed to join them; in the 
mean time Major General Lord Cathcart, with 
a detachment of thirty cavalry, (Britiſh Hulans) 
the light companies of the brigade, and a de- 
tachment of the 27th regiment, advanced upon 
the dyke of the Lingen to meet the enemy ; his 


ſmall body of cavalry inſtantly changed their 
T advanced 
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advanced guard whom they ſoon put to the 


route, and drove back upon the' village of 
Buremalſen, to which place they purſued, un- 
der cover of the infantry who flanked the road, 
killed ſeveral, and brought back ſome priſoners 
with the loſs of only one man killed. Lord 
Cathcart finding from the information of the 
priſoners and his own obſervation, tbat the 
enemy oppoſed to him did not exceed eight 
hundred infantry, two ſquadrons of huſſars and 
one piece of cannon, determined to diſlodge 
them from Buremalſen with the remainder of 
the 27th, and 14th regiments and two' field 
pieces, ſupported by the Hulans, and a detach- 
ment of light dragoons. | 


With this force he immediately attacked the 
enemy and drove them before him without a 
halt, through Buremalſen and acroſs the Lin- 
gen; they were in great confuſion upon the ice 
and quite expoſed to our fire. from which they 
ſuffered ſeverely ; they however, collected and 
formed at the village of Geldermalſen, on the 
other ſide the river, from whence they kept up 
a very heavy and inceſſant fire of muſquetry and 
grape ſhot upon our troops, who heated by the 
purſuit and galled by the fire of the enemy's 
piece of cannon, took the reſolution of making 
themſelves maſters of it ; with this view, they 

charged 
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charged acroſs the ice under the ſevere fire of the 
enemy without returning a ſhot, and the 27th 
regiment entering the village by the left, and 
the 14th by the right, drove the aſtoniſhed car- 
magnols out of the place in great diſorder, and 
took their piece of cannon which was a fine 
braſs eight pounder. 


The enemy ſoon retnrned with greater num- 
bers, and notwithſtanding the fire of our field 
pieces fiom the oppoſite dyke, they made re- 
peated attacks upon the village they had juſt 
been driven out of, but with all their efforts 
they could not diſlodge our troops from it, who 
turned their own gun upon them, 


It was found however, that it would be im- 
poſſible to maintain the village from their reite- 
rated attacks with ſo few troops, and the 28th 
regiment fortunately coming up at this important 
criſis, that regiment was ordered immediately to 
form with their field pieces upon the dyke ſo as 
to cover the retreat of the two regiments from 
Geldermalſen; this was done accordingly, and 
the two regiments re- paſſed the Lingen in ex- 
cellent order, though followed cloſe to the ice 
by great numbers of the enemy, who kept upon 

them a very heavy fire, which was returned with 
great ſpirit by the 28th, which regiment was 
expoſed 
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expoſed to the fire of the enemy a conſiderable 
time and ſuffered a good deal. Unfortunately, 
in bringing the gun which was taken, acroſs the 
river, the ice broke under it, and it of courſe 
ſunk and was loſt. As ſoon as the regiments 
had paſſed, their field pieces ſrom the dyke 
again cleared the village of the enemy, and it 
was evening that put an end to this engagement, 
which, for great part of the day had been very 
ſevere, both ſides ſhewing great bravery and 
reſolution, particularly the Britiſh in charging 
acroſs the ice, entering the village of Gelder- 
malſen, and poſſeſſing themſelves of the gun 
under the very ſevere fire which was kept upon 
them from the windows of the houſes, and 
other cover from which the enemy fired, and 


though infinitely ſuperior in numbers were 
completely diſlodged. 


Lord Cathcart remained upon the ground at 
Buremalſen till eleven o'clock, when he fell 
back to Buren. Generals Abercrombie and 
Hammerſtein, could not get up in time to co- 
operate with General Dundas's corps, otherwiſe 
the route of the enemy would have been more 
complete. 


The loſs on our part in this engagement, as 
might be expected from the long continuance 
| Ke" | | *＋ 
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and ſeverity of it, was conſiderable, though 


much leſs than that of the enemy. 


Our loſs was as follows. 


Killed. 
Lieutenant Colonel Buller, 
Lieutenant Connon, 
Lieutenant Norbury, 
Enſign Kelly, 


11 Rank and File. 
3 Horſes. 


27th Regiment. 


Wounded. 

Lieutenant Col. Gillman, 27th 
Brigade Major Wilſon, : 
Lieut. Col. Alex. Hope, th 
Captain Perry, ; Bs 
Lieutenant Raitt, . . 42d (on picquet.) 


3 Serjeants. 
111 Rank and File. 


Miſſing. 
7 Rank and File, 


In this aQtion, the enemy's rifle-men parti- 
cularly fingled out our officers, which they 
might very eaſily do, as the parties were fre- 
i | quently 
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quently within a few yards of each other, and 
the rifle men were frequently heard to cry out, 
4 Prenez garde] before they fired; numbers 
ot them were put to death by the bayonet in the 
houſes and other lurking places, where they had 
taken a ſituation for ſiring upon our people 
without running any riſk themſelves. 


Colonel Buller obſerving ſo many officers 
drop, deſired thoſe to whom he had an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking, to take off their epaulettes, 
as he rightly judged that it was by thoſe diſtin- 
guiſhing badges, the enemy were enabled to ſin- 
gle them out, though he neglected to take off 
his own, and received his death wound. 


Friday, Jan. 9. We received certain intelli- 
gence that the enemy were preparing with the 
whole of their army to force the paſſage of the 
Waal very ſpeedily, and that they meant to at- 
tack our whole chain of poſts on that river at 
the ſame time; we were convinced of the truth 
of this information by the eontinual movements 
we had obſerved in their army both on the right 
and left, which evidently indicated a general at- 
tack and a regular plan of operations on their 
part; this grand attempt was waited for, with 
the utmoſt anxiety by our troops ; who, though 
of late they had been ſo much harraſfed and 
expoſed 
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expoſed to the inclemency of the weather, yet 
expreſſed the moſt ardent wiſh to come to a de- 
ciſive engagement with the enemy which might 
finally ſettle the fate of Holland. 


Saturday, Jan. 10. This morning before 
day-break, the long projected general attack was 
begun; the French croſſed the ice in ſix columns. 
One paſſed at Pannerden, but was ſpeedily re- 
pulſed. Another paſſed near Gent, which 
maintained itſelf for ſome time, but was alſo at 
length repulſed. Three paſſed at different points 
between Tiel, and Fedewaart, and in conjunction 
with a very ſtrong column which paſſed. near 
Nimeguen, attacked the whole of our line on 


that fide. 


About ſeven in the morning the firing firſt 
commenced from the column that croſſed near 
Nimeguen, upon a Hanoverian poſt on the Waal 
about a mile to the left of that place. The firing 
was immediately heard by the picquet at Lent, 
(oppoſite Nimeguen,) which conſiſted of 200 
infantry of Major General Coates's brigade, 
(the 4oth, 59th and 79th regiments) with 30 
dragoons and one fix pounder, under the com- 
mand of Major M*Leod of the 5gth, who in- 
ſtantly formed to receive the enemy. 


Very 
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Very gelt movements were obſerved at day 
break in Nimeguen, and the batteries and works 
on the ſide of the river were manned, though 
as yet they did not venture to croſs from that 
place (not knowing our heavy artillery had been 
removed from Lent,) until they ſhould obſerve 
the ſucceſs of the column which had paſſed above. 
A dragoon had been diſpatched from Lent on 
the commencement of the firing, to the Hano- 
verian poſt for intelligence, and as the firing 
grew heavier and drew nearer, the utmoſt anx- 
inty was ſhewn by every one to partake of the 
fate of the brave Hanoverians. The dragoons 
horſe at length returned without his rider, 
when it was concluded he was killed, though 
on inſpection there was not any mark of blood 
upon the horſe or ſaddle ; another dragoon was 
thereſore immediately ſent off, in the ſame direc- 
tion, who after an abſence of a few minutes 
returned with his comrade behind him, who 
with his horſe had been thrown in attempting to 
croſs a ditch of ice. Theſe dragoons reported 
that the enemy had completely effected their 
paſſage acroſs the river at the Hanoverian poſt, 
whom they had driven after a very heavy firing, 
and were then coming down upon us acroſs the 
incloſures, and at this time not more than a 
quarter of a mile off. A corporal and a ſmall 


party were inſtantly diſpatched to the brigade for 
a 
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a reinforcement (three miles off) but it was foo 
late, as the enemy were plainly perceived coming 
in ſeveral directions, and they had already poſ- 
ſefled themſelves of the high road, to the amount 
of ſeveral hundreds, ſhewing every diſpoſition 
to ſurround and cut us off, The troops were 
now ordered to retire into a ſmall redoubt on the 
right, cloſe to the river fide, on which the 
enemy began their fire, which was immediately 
returned by our troops and became very warm 
on both ſides, 


When it was ſeen from the heights of Nime- 
guen, that we were likely to maintain our fitu- 
ation in the redoubt, they opened the heavy 
cannon of the fortifications upon us, which en- 
tirely commanded our ſituation, and at the fame 
time, determined to diſlodge us, they poured 
over the ice from Nimeguen, a large body of 
troops who took us in the rear. In this critical 
ſituation, nothing remained for us but to make 
the beſt of our way to the brigade, and as a diſ-· 
charge of muſquetry was heard in all directions, 
we concluded the enemy had croffed both on 
our right and left, Our retreat was therefore 
began, through thoſe who had already attacked 
us, and was made in the beſt poſſible order; the 
enemy cloſing in upon us, ſhouting and uſing 
every means of intimidating our troops, but 

U | durſt 
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durſt not approach near the point of the bayo- 
nets. We loſt a number of our brave men it: 
this retreat, which was continued an hour be- 
fore the picquet joined the brigade, it being 
formed on the road near the village of Elſt, 
where about twelve o'clock the engagement be- 
came general. The heavy fire of grape ſhot 
which was kept up by our field pieces, made 
great havock amongſt the enemy, who concealed 
themſelves as much as poſſible in the woods and 
behind the dykes, from whence they kept up a 
very heavy and inceſſant fire; and as their num- 
bers were every moment increaſing as ours di- 
miniſhed, they very reſolutely det8&rmined to 
take our field pieces which ſo annoyed them, 
and accordingly advanced upon that which was 
the neareſt them, with ſuch ſpirit as to come 
within 30 yards of the gun, but a lucky diſ- 
charge of grape, dropped upwards of 20 of them 
at that diſtance, and the gun was brought off, 
though two artillery officers (Lieuts. Walker 
and Legg,) with the Captain of grenadiers 
(Vaughan) were wounded at the gun, together 
with many of the 59th grenadier company who 
had charge of it. At this time a magazine of 
powder and ball upon the road fide was blown 
up by our troops to prevent it falling into the 
hands of the enemy, the exploſion was ſo great 
as to ſhatter and ſet fire to houſes at ſeveral hun- 

dred 
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dred yards diſtance, and it cauſed. a momentary 
check to the enemy being ſo unexpected by them. 
The evening at length put an end to this days 
action, and our troops took poſſeſſion of the 
village of Elden, where they lay upon their 
arms this night. The main body of the French 
lay at Elſt, about two miles from us, and our 
picquets were within 100 yards of each other, 


A grenadier in the retreat this day being hard 

preſſed by the enemy, was under the neceſlity of 
leaving behind him the camp kettle of his meſs 
which happened to be full of beef. This glori- 
ous prize ſoon attracted the eyes of the half. 
ſtarved carmagnols, who thought proper to quit 
the purſuit of the ſoldier, and immediately com- 
menced a formidable attack upon the kettle of 
beef, which though only intended for a meſs of 
ſix Engliſhmen, was eagerly beſet by upwards 
of twenty hungry Frenchmen, who were furi- 
ouſly contending for this invaluable treaſure 
within 100 yards of one of our field pieces ; the 
gun being loaded with grape, was levelled for 
the contending Frenchmen and with ſuch fatal 
certainty, that of the whole group, not more 
than four or five were left unhurt to relate to 
their comrades the ſtory of the Euglilh Kettle of 
beef. 


In 
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In this action the 59th regiment, which was 


the only one materially engaged, had three offi- 
cers wounded (Captain Vaughan, Lieutenant 


Watts and Enfign Jones) with three ſerjeants, 


one drummer and 33 rank and file killed and 


wounded, and ſome few mifling, the 4oth regt. 


had two rank and file wounded and one miſſing, 


and the ygth had one ſerjeant wounded and 


eight rank and file miſſing. The French in this 


action, as well as in every other, betrayed a 
dreadful want of military diſcipline, their num- 


bers alone inſured them ſucceſs ; every one 
appeared to follow his own inclination without 
being under the leaſt controul of his officer, and 


they appeared to be in general very much intox- 
icated ; had their diſcipline and good order 


_ equalled their numbers, our brigade muſt in- 


evitably have ſuffered ſeverely,if not entirely been 


cut off, which from our weakened ſtate would 


not have been a difficult matter, the regiments 
being now in general reduced to confiderably 
under 200 men each ; indeed from the number 


J of ſhot fired by the enemy it was aſtoniſhing that 


ſo few of our troops fell; but the French inva- 
riably elevated their pieces too much, ſo that by 
far the greateſt part of their ſhot went over our 
heads, and thofe who were fartheſt from the 
enemy ſtood the worſt chance of receiving a ball; 


on the other hand, from the deliberate aim 
which 
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which our ſoldiers took, almoſt every ſhot told, 
and great numbers of the enemy were left on 
the field. It would be doing great injuſtice to 
the women of the army, not to mention with 
what alacrity they contributed all the aſſiſtance 
in their power to the ſoldiers while engaged, 
ſome fetching their aprons full of cartridges 
from the ammunition waggons, and filling the 
pouches of the ſoldiers at the hazard of their 
own lives, while others with a canteen filled 
with ſpirit and water would hold it to the 
mouths of the ſoldiers, half choaked with gun- 
powder and thirſt; and when a man was 
wounded, they would afford him all the aſſiſt- 
ance in their power to help him to the neareſt 
houſe or waggon ; in which friendly offices it 
was, as may be ſuppoſed, no uncommon thing 
for the females to get wounded as well as the 
men, numerous inſtances of the kind happening 
in the courſe of the campaign. Lieut. General 
Abercrombie, who in the morning was march- 
ing towards Echleld, to attack and diſlodge the 
enemy from that poſt, halted on hearing the 
heavy firing on his left, and finding qur poſts 
on that ſide forced, he retreated in the evening 
_ acroſs the Leck to Rhenen. 


Sunday, Jan. 11. This morning at three 


9'clock the troops moved from the village and 
neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of Elden, and croſſed the river 


Leck at Arnheim, with the cannon, ammuni- 


tion waggons, and cavalry, in the beſt order ; 
the ice being ſtrewed with ſand and ſtraw, to 
facilitate the paſſage of the horſes, 


The river Leck at Arnheim where we croſſed, 
is not leſs than four or five hundred yards broad, 
and the current 1s very rapid ; this river was at 
this time frozen to an immenſe thickneſs, and 
ſeveral veſſels which lay frozen up at Arnheim 


containing forage and other ſtores, were now 


burnt, to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the enemy. Our army now occupied the banks 
of the Leck for a ſpace of ſeveral miles, our 
poſition extending from Arnheim, (occupied by 
the Auſtrians) to beyond Culemburg, and our 
head quarters were now eſtabliſhed at the village 
of Doorn, a few miles to the Northward of Cu- 


lemburg. 


The whole of our army was now on the 
North ſide of the Leck, and the enemy in full 
poſi. flion uf the country between the rivers Waal 
and Leck; they had alſo paſſed the greateſt 


part of their army, with their artillery and bag- 
gage over the Waal. 


Nothing 
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Nothing could at this time ſave Holland, but 
2 ſudden and effectual thaw, in which cafe we 
thould {till be able to maintain the paſſage of the 
Leck, againſt the whole of the French army; 
but this was a circumſtance fo unlooked for by 
us, that every preparation was made for quit- 
ting this inhoſpitable country ; our ſick and 
wounded were all fent off to Deventer, where 
by this time the greateſt part of them were 
arrived, after undergoing almoſt incredible 
hardſhips from the extreme ſeverity of the wea- 
ther, and the want of neceſſary accommodations 
on their march, during which great numbers 
periſhed, and what was the more diſtreſſing, 
the ground was frozen ſo very hard and to ſuch 
a depth, that it was impoſſible to bury the 
bodies, which lay on the commons and roads 
over which the waggons had gone, a moſt 
melancholy ſpectacle to the army as they paſſed. 


Monday, Jan. 12. All remained quiet on 
the part of the enemy; on our part we were 
employed in getting off what remained of our 
baggage, and deſtroying what could not be 
brought off, ſo that the enemy ſhould not have 
any of our ſtores to take poſſeſſion of, an we 
ſuccceded ſo well that there was not any material 
part of our vaſt magazines left behind. A thaw 


which continued the greater part of this day, 
| v5 gave 
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gave us ſome faint hopes, that the paſſage of 
the Leck might be rendered ſufficiently difficult 
for our army to maintain its preſent poſition, but 
the froſt again ſet in at night, and once more 
put an end to our hopes. Intelligence was this 
day received, that the enemy were preparing to 
paſs the Leck in great force at three different 
points—at Culenburg, Rhenen, and in the 
neighhourhood of Vie; our troops were accord- 
ingly afſembled at thoſe poſts and at Wagenin- 
gen, and were under arms the whole of the day, 
expecting the intended attack of the enemy, 
but it ended in ſome ſkirmiſhing between the 


advanced picquets which continued a great part 
of the night. 


Tueſday, Jan. 13. Our immediate march 
out of Holland, was this day finally determined 
on to the great joy of the army, who were 
heartily tired of remaining ſo long expoſed to 
the ſevereſt inclemency of the weather in ſo 
cold a climate, and by the daily diminution of 
their numbers by ſickneſs and death; which of 
courſe rendered the duty of the ſurvivors ex- 
tremely ſevere and indeed almoſt inſupportable. 
Several councils of war had been held on this 
important affair, relative to the ſafeſt mode of 
evacuating this unfriendly country, and the 
different routes were this day finally ſettled. 


Our 
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Our temporary head quarters were ordered to 
Amersfort, from thence acroſs the river Yſlel 
to Deventer, at which place, further determi- 
nations were to be made refpecting the future 
route, which was expected to be towards Embs 
den, in Eaſtfriezeland, where we were to em- 
bark for England. 


During the few days our army remained off 
the North fide the river Leck, we were in a 
conſtant ſtate of alarm, and day and night under 
arms; our trumpets and drums were continually 
ſummoning the troops to their places of rendez- 
vous upon the heights on the bank of the Leck; 
from whence could be diſtinctly ſeen various 
ſkirmiſhes and engagements, between our out 
poſts and the advanced poſts of the enemy; in 
theſe engagements it was obſerved that the 
French were generally very much intoxicated, 

as all the priſoners which were made, owed 
their captivity to that circumſtance, particularly 
their officers, who ſet the laudable extmple 
by drinking large bumpers of liquor nifxed with 
gunpowder, which they ſuppoſed rendered them 
invincible ; our troops were allowed a quantity 
of liquor after an action, in addition to their 
daily allowance, by which they were more cool 
and collected during action, and took aim with 23 
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much greater certainty than their intoxicated 


Wedneſday, Jan. 14. This day part of our 


army began their march by different routes 


towards the river. Yſfel, the froſt continued 
extremely ſevere, and dreadful. was the proſpect 
of this memorable retreat, which was patiently 
borne by our army, though a retreat before a 


French army is ſo little congenial to the Britiſh 


character; but convinced of its neceſſity they 
ſubmitted, though at the ſame time they did not 
heſitate to declare, that they much rather would 
have periſhed in the field of battle, than have 
retreated before ſo inglorious a mob of republi- 
cans, whoſe immenſe numbers were their only 


ſecurity. 


Our out poſts were this day continually 
ſkirmiſhing with the enemy, who were fully 
expected to have inade a general attack upon us 
before this time, but they had not yet thought 
proper to hazard a general buſineſs notwith- 
ſtanding their ſuperiority of numbers, and their 
promiſed aſſiſtance from their friends the Dutch 
on our ſide the river. 


4 Thurſday, he 1 This day, which was 
ſpent as the ſeveral preceding days, in conſtant 
ſkirmiſhing 
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ſkirmifhing and alarms, the whole of our re- 
maining troops were to quit the banks of the 
Leck, and proceed on their march to the Yflel, 
thereby abandoning Holland to its fate; ac- 
cordingly at duſk in the evening, which was one 
of the moſt bitter cold and windy ever experi- 
enced, the troops began their march from 
Culemberg, Rhenen, Wageningen, and the 
adjacent towns and villages on the banks of the 
Leck, in which they had been cantoned, taking 
different routes by brigades, the greater part 
neyer more to meet again, 


The greateſt difficulty attending this march, , 


and at the ſame time the moſt deſirable object, 
was obtaining ſome kind of ſhelter for the troops 
at night, in the dreary and inhoſpitable pro- 
vinces of Gueldreland and Over-Vſſel; this was 
the cauſe of the army being divided into bri- 
gades, and ſometimes ſingle regiments, to 
obtain ſome ſort of quaxters on theſe long and 
cold winter nights, in the wretched villages 
which neceſſity obliged the troops to ſhelter, 
frequently after a march of twenty or thirty 
miles. | 


Major General os brigade, began their 
march from Wageningen at ſix o'clock in the 


evening; this nights route was for Doeſbourg, 
in 
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in the county of Zutphen, province of Over- 
Yilel, a diſtance of about thirty Engliſh miles, 


This was a very heavy march for troops who 
had already been ſeveral days and nights under 
arms, and conſtantly harraſſed by the enemy; 
more eſpecially as the froſt was very ſevere, and 
the wind extremely high, with ſnow at intervals. 
The ſeverity of the froſt was ſo very great, that 
if a ſoldier through fatigue fat down for a mo- 
ment to reſt, it was a very great chance if ever 
he got up again if not inſtantly rouzed ; as he 


would be immediately ſeized by a deep fleep, 


which at the ſame time benumbed his ſenſes and 
his limbs, cauſing certain death. p 


On this account, the troops were not per- 
mitted to halt during the whole of this nights 
march ; ; towards the latter end of which, ſo 


much were they overcome by fatigue, that they 


actually fell aſleep as they walked, and officers 
and privates were awaked by joſtling each other, 
or againſt the cannon, tumbrils, or horſes. 
Numbers, as it may be ſuppoſed, could not 
ſupport ſo fatiguing a march and were left be- 


| hind; of whom many yere frozen to death, 


ſome fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
others having found ſhelter re Joined their regi- 


ments, | 
43 294 Many 
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Many were froſt bitten, looſing their legs, 
feet, toes, arms, fingers, &c.; and the dra- 
goons when on horſeback for any conſiderable 
length of time were ſo benumbed, that they 
were frequently obliged to aſſiſt each other to 
diſmount, in order by the exerciſe of walking, 
to promote the circulation of the blood in their 
half-periſhed limbs ; otherwiſe their fingers or 
toes would ſoon, as the ſoldiers termed it, (as 
is uſual with them to turn every misfortune to 
a jeſt) have been returned miſſing. 


After this ſevere and fatiguing march, when 
that part of the troops which kept up arrived at | 
Doeſbourg, it was four o'clock in the morning }'t 


of 


Friday, Jan. 16, Every one betook himſelf 
to the firſt houſe he could find open, when a 
deep ſleep ſoon put an end to the fatigues of the 
march, The whole of this day was devoted to 
repoſe, in the courſe of which, ſeveral ſtragglers 
came up who had taken ſhelter the preceding 
night in ſome ſmall villages through which we 
marched, 


Saturday, Jan. 17. The troops were in ge- 
neral ſo exhauſted by the heavy march from 
Wageningen, and the enemy not having yet 

advanced 


advanced in any great force, it was reſolved 
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upon to indulge in another days reſt, in order 
the better to recruit the ſtrength of the troops; 
this day was therefore ſpent as the foregoing, 
and ſeveral more ſtragglers joined, who were 
given up for loſt ; theſe poor fellows gave me- 
lancholy accounts of their comrades, who 
through fatigue could not proceed, and were 
of courſe left on the road, where undoubtedly 
many of them periſhed by the inclemency of 
the weather, which {till continued ſevere in the 
extreme. 8 


Sunday, Jan. 18. This morning at day 
break we again moved forward, tolerably well 
recovered from our late fatigues, and proceeded 
about twelve Engliſh miles to a ſmall village 
called Hachforth, where ſuch was the want of 
accommodation for the troops, that one entire 
regiment took up their refidence in a fingle 
houſe, each company occupying a room. 


This was a large manſion, and belonged to a 
Baron de Wefterholt, who had quitted it on the 
approach of the armies with ſuch precipitation, 
that he had left his larders and wine-cellars 
(plentifully ſtocked) in tu quo; and as the 
wine-cellars are not in general the /aft places 
which are viſited by Britiſh ſoldiers, and this 

| day 
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day happening very apropos to be the day on 
which her Majeſty's birth day is kept, it may 
juſtly be ſuppoſed that this regiment did not ne- 
glect the opportunity which the fortune of war 
had thrown in their way, to drink to the health 
of ſo amiable a Queen, with that loyalty which 
always did, and always will mark the character 
of true Britons in all ſituations ; neither was the 
health of the Baron forgot, who had thus fur- 
niſhed us with the means of celebrating this 
happy occaſion ; and the frequent vifits which 
were made to his larders, amply verified the 
old ſaying, that with ſoldiers, it is conftantly 
either a feaſt or a famine. | 


Monday, Jan. 19. This morning we contt- 
nued our route, quitting with regret the Baron's 
manſion, and proceeded about fifteen miles to a 
conſiderable. town called Lochem, upon the 
river Borckel, a branch of the Yſſel. There 
had been a confiderable fall of fnow theſe feveral 
days. paſt, which rendered the march very diffi- 
cult and tedious, particularly for the cannon 
and tumbrils. 


Tueſday, Jan. 20. An hour before day we 
quitted Lochem, the froſt continuing very ſevere 
and the ſnow lying deep on the ground. We 
had this day a very heavy march of upwards of 

twenty 
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twenty miles, for the moſt part over a bleak 
and dreary common, on which, from the ſnow 
talling heavy towards evening, we had the mis- 
fortune to looſe our way, though accompanied 
by two guides. It was cuſtomary on quitting a. 
village, to take ſome of the inhabitants to ſerve 
as guides to the next, but in this caſe the guides 
either could not, or which is more probable, 
would not ſhew us the way, though liberally paid. 
for their trouble ; we were therefore under the 
neceſlity of halting in this cold and diſagreeable 
fituation, in the midſt of a wide common, untit 
fome horſemen who had been difpatched in dit- 
ferent directions returned, bringing in with them 
two or three ſurly boors, whom they found in 
ſome ſtraggling cottages on the common; theſe 
men could not be prevailed on by fair means, 
but by threats only to conduct us off this com- 
mon, on which we had comforted ourſelves 
with taking up our nights lodging ; at length 
we were conducted to ſeveral ſmall ſtraggling 
villages near the edge of the common, at 
which, to our great joy we arrived about eight 
o*clock in the evening, where the regiments 
were ſeparated at ſeveral miles diſtance from 
each other in the different villages. 


Wedneſday, Jan. 21. This day we had 
leiſure to examine the wretéhed villages in 
| which 
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Which we were quartered, which had the ap- 
pearance of groupes of barns or ſhippons ; in 
one of theſe villages called Enter, there was a 
building which was called a church, but we cer- 
tainly ſhould not have imagined it to be ſuch, 
but rather an indifferent looking ſtable! The 
inhabitants exactly correſponded” with their 
buildings, being more like beaſts in their manner 
than human beings. 


This day was ſpent in refreſhing ourſelves in 
the beſt manner the place would admit, and in 
the courſe of it, ſeveral men came up who had 
tound their way to the neighbouring villages 
the laſt night, but we had ſome ſtill miſſing. 


Monday, Jan. 26. We ſtill remained in the 
wretched village of Enter, and the adjacent vil- 
lages, and experienced the moſt ſevere cold 
weather we had felt ſince the commencement of 
the winter; for though we fancied ourſelves 
tolerably well hardened and proof againſt cold, 
yet during the week we lay in this place, no one 
could bear to be out of doors half an hour, 
without riſk of looſing ſome of his joints by the 
froſt, even the old inhabitants owned it was the 
ſevereſt winter they had ever felt. As during 
the time we lay here we had not any thing to 
do but remain zonfined-within doors; it may 

Y not 
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not be improper to give ſome account of the 
domeſtic character and manners of the Dutch, 
which among the inferior orders of the people, 
are pretty nearly the ſame in all thoſe parts of 
Holland, through which our army paſſed. 


The houſes of their villages, not being fur- 


niſhed with chimnies, have on the outſide the 
appearance of barns, the fire is made on the 
floor in the middle of the houſe, round which 
the family fit in a circle ; a hole in the roof, 
which in ſummer lets out the ſmoak, is in winter 
cloſed up, the eold being ſo very intenſe, and 
the ſnow ſometimes falling fo heavy. The 
ſmoak makes its way through the thatch, or 
through the door, but the upper part of the 
Houſe is conſtantly obſcured by a thick atmoſ- 
phere of ſmoak, in which when you ſtand up, 
it is ſcarce poſſible to breathe, and large drops 
like tar, (the effect of the ſmoak) are continually 
falling from the thatch, which cauſe the clothes 
of the inhabitants to appear as if they had been 
ſprinkled with a tarred mop. 


The houſes are not divided into rooms, but 
are open from end to end, and on the ſides 
near the fire, are partitions for beds, like the 
births in a ſhips cabin, where they lie between 
two feather beds in tlie you's they then go 

very 


- 
ru 
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very warmly clothed, but the dreſs of both 
ſexes is very awkward and clumſy; the men 
wear two or three pair of yarn ſtockings, and 
as many pair of wide breeches, with upper 
cloathing in proportion; the women are re- 
markable for their broad hips, large high 
crowned ſtraw hats or bonnets, and their hair 
pinned up ſo cloſe that it is ſcarce poſſible to be 
ſeen ; both men and women wear wooden ſhoes 
except on Sunday when they go to church, 
when they have ſquare toed leather ones; in 
ſhort, the Dutch appear to be at leaſt a century 
behind the Engliſh in point of dreſs ; neither 
are they very nice in regard to their food, as 
there may be on the table at once, dried fiſh, 
onions, train oil, cheeſe, bacon, pickled and 
ſmoaked herrings, and other equally nice dain- 
ties, and always by way of deſert, pipes and 
tobacco, to which they drink gin. The women 
never ſmoak, but in lieu thereof, drink coffee 
four or five times a day without ſugar, but 
ſometimes ſweetened with honey, and for ſupper 
they frequently make pancakes, in which they 
fry pieces of bacon by way of reliſh, 


Their horſes, cows, pigs and fowls, are in 
the winter under the ſame roof with them, that 
they may partakg of the ,benefit of the fire and 
ſmoak in common with their maſters, who do 

| not 
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not ſeem to be many degrees above them in point 
of decency or cleanlineſs, 


The Dutchmen are very unſocial with ſtran- 
gers, and always converſe amongſt themſelves, 
their conyerſation continually being upon their 
own affairs and the ſubject of getting riches ; @ 
Writer who travelled in Holland, has very juſtly 
obſerved that © avarice is the religion of a 
« Dutchman. All their notions of honor, of 
« liberty, of learning and happineſs, are cen- 
F< tered in avarice, and a thouſand pounds tg a 
„D Dutchman, is as agreeable as 3 $ 
heaven to a Muffulman. ” | 


This account of the inland parts of the 
United Provinces, is not by any means exag- 
gerated; as during the ſeveral months our army 
was in their country, we had daily occaſion to 
be convinced of the truth of thejr brutal and 
avaricious manners and diſpoſitions ; but it is 
to be hoped, as their friends the French have 
now taken them under their protection, that 
French politeneſs will contribute in ſome degree 
to ſoften Dutch brutality and avarice. 


Tueſday, Jan. a7. This morning we marched 
from a place of whigh we were by this time 
beart)y tired ; during the night there had been 


> fall of rain, which freezing as it fell cauſed 
the 
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the ground to be extremely ſlippery, inſomuch 
that neither men or horſes could keep their feet, 
this rendered our march exceſſively tedious, to 
a tolerable ſized town called Delden, about ten 
miles, where we arrived in the afternoon, but a 
great many of the inhabitants refuſed to quarter 
our troops for the night, and it was not til! 
ſome of the ſoldiers had recourſe to arguments 
of a very perſuaſive nature, that the inhabitants 
of this ho/pitable town permitted them to ſleep 
upon a little ſtraw in their Eouſes. 


Wedneſday, Jan. 28. This morning we 
again moved forward, and after a march of 
twelve miles we reached Oldenzaal, which is 
the laſt town belonging to the Dutch that lay in 
gur route. This days march lay principally 
over ſwampy ground, and a thaw having ſet 
in the laſt night which continued all this day 
with ſnow and fleet, rendered this ſhort march 
very wet and unpleaſant, 


Thurſday, Jan. 29. We again marched, the 
froſt again ſet in during the night, and there 
was a heavy fall of ſnow, which in many parts 
of the road was knee deep; however the pleaſ- 
ing proſpect of paſſing the frontiers of Holland, 
and entering Germany this day, inſpired every 
individual with unuſual ardour, as we had but 


fourteen 
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fourteen miles march to Bentheim, in the circle 
of Weſtphalia, ſubject to the houſe of Hanover. 


We had not proceeded more than two or three 
miles from Oldenzaal, when we were, for the 
firſt time ſince landing on the Continent, agree- 
ably ſurpriſed by the fight of mountains, which 
nature ſeems to have placed by way of barrier 
between the flat ſwampy marches of Holland, 
and the more fruitful country of Germany. 


In the whole of our march through Flanders, 
Brabant and Holland, we had never obſerve1 
the leaſt appearance of riſing ground in the 
country, except the banks of the river Leck, 
but the whole was one continued plain, inter- 
ſected by numerous canals or dykes. We had 
marched about five miles, and were congratu- 
lating each other on our ſpeedily paſſing the 
frontiers ; when we arrived at the little river 
Dinckel, a braneh of the river Vecht, which to 
our great ſurpriſe we found impaſſable, the 
bridge being broken down, and a thaw which - 
had been violent here for two days, having 
looſencd the ice in ſuch a manner, as to render 
any attempt to croſs highly dangerous; we 
were therefore under the diſagreeable neceſſity 
of marching up the river about fix miles, to- 
wards the village of Loſſern, where it was 
fordable 
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fordable at the depth of about four feet; here 
we endeavoured to obtain ſome waggons from 
the country people to paſs the ford, but Dutch 
hoſpitality extending to the very frontiers, they 
gueſſing our intention had rode off with all their 
horſes; we had therefore no alternative, but to 

wade nearly breaſt high or turn back; the 
example of the former was immediately ſet by 
the commanding oſſicers, and the whole, taking | 
hold of each other, paſſed ſafely, thaugh nearly 1 
benumbed by the extreme coldneſs of the water, 11.4 
and frequently much cut by the edges af the 
ice. In this wet condition we' had now nearly 
twelve miles to march, and towards evening 
the froſt again ſetting in, the coats of the men 
were entirely covered with ice, in which condi- 
tion we joytully arrived at Bentheim in the 
evening, and were as joyfully received by the 
friendly inhabitants, 


Friday, Jan. zo. We this morning quitted 
Bentheim with regret ; the people of this town 
were proud to own themſelves ſubjects of King 
George, and we had the pleaſure to obſerve at 
one of the inns in the town, the King's Head 

for the ſign; alſo on the guide poſts to ſhew the 
roads (as in England) was infcribed G. R.; 
this, with the civility and even friendſhip of the 
inhabitants, give great pleaſure to every indivi- 
dual. 
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dual. After a heavy march of. near twenty 
miles, we arrived at a conſiderable village called 


Nieukerck, which is in the biſhoprick of Mun- 
ſter, and were here very civily treated by the 
inhabitants. 


The froſt contiſſued very violent, though we 


did not perceive the air to be ſo extreme cold 
as we had felt it in Holland, or at leaſt we 


fancied ſo, perhaps from being fo much better 
accommodated with quarters. In this village 


we lay till Monday, Feb. 2, when we. agair. 
moved forward, and after marching fix miles, 
we arrived at a large fortiſied town called 


Rhenn, which is ſituated upon the river Ems, 
over which it has a large and beautiful ſtone 
bridge. This place being full of troops, we 
could not be accommodated with quarters in it, 
and were therefore obliged to croſs the Ems, 
and proceed about eight miles, where we took. 
up our quarters in two ſmall pe- callec. 
Drievolde and Beugerd. 


In our march in Munſter, we obferved as ir 
Flanders, large ſtone or wooden croſles witl 
images, on the roads and in public places in the 
towns and villages, to which the inhabitants or. 


paſſing paid obeiſance. In theſe villages we lar 


without any _ makerial octuring, and ir 
whict. 
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which we were much better treated than in 
Holland, until Tueſday, Feb. 10. When hay- 
ing received intelligence that the French army 
being advanced to- the frontiers of Holland, 


threatened to enter the country of Bentheim, 
all the troops in this neighbourhood were or- 


dered to march there immediately ; our orders 
were for Schutrupe, a conſiderable town upon 
the river Vecht, in the county of Bentheim, 
for which place we this morning ſet out on our 
march, and re- croſſing the Ems, we again 
paſſed through Rhenn, and proceeded about five 
miles towards Schutrupe, when we found a ri- 
vulet over which we had to paſs, ſo ſwelled by 
a thaw which had taken place for ſome days, 
that we were under the neceſſity of returning to 
Rhenn, where we took up our quarters, and 
we lay waiting for the ſudden ſwell of the water 
to ſubſide, till Thurſday, Feb. 12, when we 
again marched towards Schutrupe, and found 
the ford paſſable about knee deep, as the thaw 


ſtill continued. We arrived at Schutrupe, about- 


fourteen miles, in the evening, where we found 
excellent quarters and were haſpitably enter- 
tained, the inhabitants taking great delight in 
their fellow ſubjects, as they termed us. 


The different treatment we met with in 1 this 


n to what we had been uſed from the 
2 1 
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ſurly boors of Holland, was gratifying in the 
higheſt degree; the inhabitants thought they 
could not do too much for us, and their only 
fear was, that we ſhould ſoon leave them to the 
rapacity of the French. 


Wedneſday, Feb. 25. Until this time we 
had lain peaceably in Schutrupe, while the 
French army had been poſſeſſing themſelves of 
Holland ; they did not however before this 
dare to advance into the territory of Bentheim, 
but they had this morning appeared at the 
village of Northorn, about nine miles from 
Schutrupe, we were ordered out on the firſt 
intelligence of their appearance and marched 
immediately to Northorn, but they thought 
proper to retire before we came up, but not 


before they had carried off fome cattle and 


other things, and greatly alarmed the inhabi- 
_ 


We remained under arms at Northorn the 
whole day, and in the evening returned to 
Schutrupe. On this occaſion, as it was ex- 
pected we ſhould engage the enemy, the women 
were ſtrictly ordered to remain in Schutrupe, 
and not on any account to go with their huſ- 
bands; but ſuch was their ardour, that there 
was ſcatce one remained beffind, all being 

| determined 
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determined to. ſhare the fate of their compa- 


nions, with whom they had gone through ſo 
many dangers, \ 


Friday, Feb. 27. This morning we again 
marched, and arrived at Rhenn in the after- 
noon, which place was ſtill much crowded with 
troops, every houſe in the town without excep- 
ception, had more or lefs quartered on them, 
even the Prieſts and Fryars of a large cloyſter 
which was in the town voluntarily offered a 
large room in their building for the accommoda- 
tion of a whole company of foldiers, which was 
gladly accepted of, and theſe good fathers 
amply furniſhed them with proviſions and drink; 
and though it was now the ſeaſon of Lent, 
which with them is very ſtrict, yet they thought 
it no fin to provide, neither did our ſoldiers 
think it any to eat, ſome excellent beef and 
mutton, which the fathers rightly judged would 
much better ſuit the ſtomachs of a company of 
hungry Engliſh ſoldiers than faſting and prayer, 


Saturday, Feb, 28. We again marched, and 
once more croſſing the Ems, we directed our 
march Northward, and in the evening after 
having marched about fourteen miles, we took 
up our quarters»in a ton called Branſcom, 
which is in the county of Lingen, a territory 
ſubject 
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ſubject to the King of Pruſſia, joining the 
| biſhoprick of Oſnaburg. The weather conti- 
1 nued extremely cold, and the ſnow lay very 
g deep on the ground, but the froſt was not ſo 
ſevexe as it had been. #1 


| | Sunday, March 1. We this day marched to 
| Lingen, the capital of the county of that name; 
this is a large fortified town, ſituated upon the 
1 river Ems. The inhabitants call themſelves 
| | | Pruſſians, and the coin of Pruſſia is in circula- 
. tion here; they behaved extremely well to the 
Fs Britiſh troops. There were ſome” Pruſſian 
> troops in the place when we arrived,” but they 
of were ordered into the country during our ſtay 
1 here, fer fear of any diſagreement happening 
between our ſoldiers. and theirs, our ſoldiers 
| having a very indifferent opinion of them, for 
| 1 not taking an active part againſt the common 
q enemy ; and though it was no fault of theirs, 
yet national prejudices were ſometimes carried 
to a very high pitch of animoſity. 


Thurſday, March 5. This day we again 
- moved forward, and after marching ten miles, 
we took up our quarters in a ſmall village called 
Haiſdorf. We were now out of the Pruſſian 


territory, and in the lower biſhgprick of Munſter, 
Friday, 
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Friday, March 6. We marched to the city 
of Meppen, this is a conſiderable fortified place, 
ſituated at the junction of the rivers Haſe and 
Ems, we lay here till Monday, March 9, when 
we marched by the ſide of the river about ſix- 
teen miles to the village of Loten, where we 
were to remain ſome time, until the rear of our 
army ſhould be come up, The enemy had poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the country on the other fide the 
river, and frequently were ſeen in force, threa- 
tening to croſs the river and cut off the rear of 
our army, we were therefore under the neceſſity 
of poſting picquets all along the fide of the river 


to prevent a ſurpriſe. 


The weather continued very cold for the 
time of the year, a good deal of ſnow lay upon 
the ground, though the ice was thawing very 


fat. 


In this part of the eountry we were wretch- 
edly off for proviſions, there was not any beef 
to be had at any price, and the bread was ſo 
very black and bad, that all who eat of it were 
immediately taken very ill, the troops lived al- 
moſt entirely upon potatoes or other roots, 
though ſometimes the country people would 
bring in young calves of a day old, which they 


would ſell to our people, who purchaſed them 
with 


— 
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uith great avidity whether dead or not, and to 


this meſs they gave the name of Raggering bob. 


Tueſday, March 17. We ſtill remained in 
the village of Loten. This day two deſerters 
from the French army came in a ſmall boat acroſs 
the river, diſguiſed in country clothes, one of 
them was a corporal of artillery, and a very 
intelligent fellow, but there being ſomething _ 
ſuſpicious in the manner of ;their coming, they 
were ſent under a ſtrong guard to the head 
quarters. | 9 = 725 


Friday, March 20. This dav we began our 
long wiſhed for march towards Bremen, having 
given up the thoughts of embarking at Emb- 
den, as the French had made themſelves maſ- 
ters of that place. We now directed the courſe 
of our march, which had hitherto been North, 
to the Eaſtward, and had the pleaſing ſatisfaction 
of very fine weather. Great part of oui route 
hy over commons or marſhes, many of which 
were plentifully ſtocked with fine red deer, 
which were fo tame that they would come gaz- 
ing upon us within gun ſhot, ſo that had we 
any convenience for carrying it, we might have 
hred upon veniſon, as it was, numbers were 
frequently ſhot ; when after cutting off as much 
as they could carry, the ſoldiers would leave 
the 
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the remainder of the deer upon the common 2 
prey to the birds. | 


We continued our march, making long or 
ſhort days marches accordingly as villages or 
towns lay in our route, by way of Cloppen- 
bourg, and arrived at Delmenhorſt on Saturday, 
April 4. This place (where our head quarters 
now were) is in the county of Oldenbourg, and 
only fourteen miles from Bremen, to which city 
we moved on Thurſday, April 16. The troops 
lay in cantonments in the neighbouring towns 
and villages, as there were not tranſports ſuffi- 
ent to carry all off at once. 


Saturday, May 16. By this time the greater 
part of the infantry had embarked and ſailed 
for England, and the tranſport veſſels which 
had landed ſome, were returned to carry off the 
remainder. Several were fitted up as hoſpital 
ſhips for the fick, who were very numerous; 
' theſe were to proceed to different military hoſpi- 
tals on the Engliſh coaſt, as Southampton, &c.; 
one was fitted up for the accommodation of the 
wounded only, her deſtination was for London, 
that the wounded officers and men who re- 
iaained, might have the beſt furgical . 
at Chelſea en. 2 


On 
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On Sunday, May 17. The whole were em- 


| barked and ready for ſea ; the tranſports lay at 


the port of Bremerlehe, twenty miles from Bre- 
men, but the winds proved unfavourable until 
Monday, June 1, when the fleet ſet ſail for 
Old England, to the number of about forty fail 
of tranſports, with one frigate and two cutters 


for convoy. The wind continued very fair and 


favourable during the whole paſſage ; after we 
had been at ſea three days, ſeveral of the tranſ- 
ports which were bound to Newcaſtle, Hull, 
and Leith, parted with the fleet to make the 
beſt of their way to their reſpective ports. On 
the 4th of June, being the anniverſary of His 
Majeſty's birth, our fleet was off Yarmouth 
roads, within five or ſix miles of the ſhore ; 
when at noon the frigate and cutters, with 
ſeveral tranſports which carried guns, fired a 
a Royal ſalute, which brought down the inha- 
bitants to the ſhore by thouſands, many of whom 
no doubt concluded it was an engagement, nor 
did they quit the ſhore ſo long as we could per- 
ccive them with our Saar. | 


On the evening of Sunday the 7th of June, 


.our ſhip entered the mouth of the river Thames, 
and on Monday the 8th, anchored oppoſite 


Greenwich hoſpital. The wounded after hav- 


ing their wounds properly atfended to, were 
removed 
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removed by lighters to Chelſea, where every 
attention was paid them which a good "ig and 
a grateful Country could procure. 


The hardſhips and ſufferings of our army in 
this memorable retreat through Holland, were 
ſuch as were perhaps never exceeded, for we 
had not only to make good our retreat before a 
numerous and victorious enemy who were con- 
tinually harraſſing our troops, but alſo were un- 
der the neceſſity of being continually upon our 
guard againſt the perfidy of the treacherous 
Dutch, who let ſlip no opportunity of practiſing 
the fouleſt ingratitude to the ſcattered remains 
of thoſe troops who had ſo long been employed 
in the defence of their devoted country. 


In the town of Zwoll, near the Zuyder Zee, 
we had a temporary hoſpital eſtabliſhed, where 
there were upwards of 400 ſick and wounded 
foldiers, who for want of waggons, (which the 
natives refuſed the uſe of) were left in the town 
with the ſurgeons, when the enemy teok poſleſ- 
ſion of the country; as ſoon as the brutal inha- 
bitants were certain that the enemy were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of their country, they inſtantly cauſed 
the neceſſary ſupplies of milk, bread, &c. far 
the poor ſufferers, to be ſtopped, though they had 
been well paid for furniſhing them, and not 

Aa content 
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content with this, they proceeded perfonally to 
inſult the officers and ſurgeons who had the 
care of the hoſpital, and on one of the gentle- 
men remonſtrating with them on their conduct, 


they ſeized him by the hair of his head and 


dragged him into the ſtreet, and were proceed- 
ing to abuſe him farther, when fortunately a 
troop of French huſſars entered the town, who 
inſtead of applauding the conduct of the Dutch, 
were highly irritated at them, and having libe- 
rated the ſurgeon, they uſed the moſt active of 
the Dutch brutes as roughly as they had in- 
tended to uſe the brave Anglois, as the French 
termed them. On hearing of the treatment the 
wounded men had received, the French inſtantly 
cauſed them to be doubly ſupplied, and in the 
mean time they ſhared with them their own 


money and proviſions. 


It has been before obſerved in the courſe of 
this journal, that it was uſual with the Britiſh 
ſoldiers to turn every misfortune into a jeſt; of 
the truth of this obſervation, numerous and al- 
moſt daily inſtances occurred in the courſe of 
the campaign; and certain it is, that there ſel- 
dom or never was a ball received in action, but 
the wounded or dying receiver had ſome ſort of 
ironical conſolation given by ſome one near him. 


In 
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In one of the actions with the French, a ſol- 


dier was ſtruck by a grape ſhot, which ſhattered 
his leg dreadfully, on which, one who was near 
him called out, © that's Chelſea for you, as 
ce dead as Hell!” This conſolatory ſpeech was 
ſcarcely uttered, when a cannon ball took off 
the head of the ſoldier who had juſt ſpoken it, 
upon ſight of which, the other man lying in the 
utmoſt agony on the ground, could not forbear 
exclaiming, and that's Hell for you as dead 
as Chelſea !”? WE... 


In Flanders during the hot months of June 
and July, the whole of the army under Lord 
Moira, flept in the open air, not being allowed 
tents, and his Lordſhip ſet the example by fre- 
quently laying down upon the ground wrapped 
up in his ſurtout, with his officers round him; 
and though the dews fell very heavy in the 
night, and we had ſometimes very heavy .rain, 
yet there were not any inſtances of. colds being 
caught, and this was in a great meaſure-imputed 
to the warm inſide lining of a double doſe of 
gin, which being extremely cheap, was gene- 
rally taken by the ſoldiers by way of preven- 
tive, It was a very common circumſtance on a 
lopg march in the hot weather, to ſee an equal 
quantity of ſpirits offered for water, which was 
ſometimes extremely ſcarce. Bread was ſome- 

times 
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times an article that would have fetched its 
weight in gold, and at other times on quitting 
2 camp, it was no uncommon thing to ſee it 
ſtrewed with loaves, which were not thought 
worth carrying away. Smaller articles fuch as 
f, or pepper, were at times not to be pro- 
cured, and a field officer has been ſeen making 
2 very comfortable dinner on a piece of bread 
and an onion, and the captain of a company 
gladly partaking of the dinner of ſome of his 
a company out of their camp kettle; but theſe 
were circumſtances which did but rarely occur, 
and then only on long marches where we were 
not ſettled for more than a night in a place, as 
| in a permanent camp the troops had always 
5 regular allowances and fared ſumptuouſly. 


The French army are not in general ſo well 

diſciplined, as the troops of other nations, many 

| of them bejng requiſition-men, forced from 
1 | their families and conſequently not pleaſed with 
the ſervice ; they have many good officers, but 
numbers of them are unworthy to bear a com- 

miſſion, and it is a well known fact, chat the 

republican General Jourdan, deprived a great 

number of his officers of their commiſſions, 
bdecauſe they could not write or read. They 

C have in their army three ſorts of firelocks, the 
lighteſt are for the boys. of twelve to fifteen years 
of 
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of age, of whom there are great numbers, the 
heavieſt are for the full grown men, and the 
third ſort for the old men ; they ſeem in general 
tobe very much in dread of the Britiſh bayonets, 
the charge of which they cannot ſtand againſt ; 
they love beſt fighting at a diſtance, and for 
which their cannon and muſquets are calculated, 
being longer than ours. Their troops were 
very aſſiduous in demoliſhing all coats of arms 
and badges of royalty wherever they came, 
even the arms on their cannon which had been 
caſt during their King's reign were eraſed, and 
theſe cannon which were recently caſt, inſtead 
of a coat of arms, were inſcribed with a name 
as the ſhipping are, ſuch as Le Tonnerre, 

L'Eclair, Le Bcucher, La Republique, &c. 
Though fo inveterate in battle, the priſoners 
on both ſides were in general well treated; on 
the ſurrender of one of the garriſons in which 
were ſome Britiſh troops, the Auſtrian General 
who commanded, dreſſed them in the uniform 
of the Auſtrians, to prevent them falling a ſa- 
crifice to the infamous decree of Robeſpiere and 
Co. not to give quarter to the Britiſh; but the 
French General knowing them under this diſ- 
guiſe, called them to him, and told them they 
had nothing to fear, that the decree concerning 
them was repealed. He offered them money 
on 
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on their note, or even their word, and allowed 
them to carry away whatever they could of 


their own, treated them with a marked prefe- 
rence to the troops of other nations. 


Some of our officers who were taken priſoners 
at Boxtel, dined with General Pichegru, who 
treated them with particular attention; he al- 
lowed them to write letters to whom they 
pleaſed, which he ſent by a trumpeter to Grave, 
and gave them permiſſion to ſend for their ſer- 
vants to join them. All the French Generals 
and thoſe of their officers who were gentlemen, 
treated the Britiſh officers with every mark of 
reſpect. I ſhall conclude with a quotation from 
a very eminent ſtateſman and general, who thus 
expreſſes himſelf, 5+ Britiſh valour never was 
diſplayed in ſtronger or more animating co- 


* 


“ lours, than in the preſent war; and every 


& action in which our troops have been con- 
e cerned, will proudly teſtify to the world, and 
* to poſterity, that Engliſh courage never ap- 
«© peared more eminently conſpicuous. When 
* neceſlity or policy in this campaign, ſuggeſted 
retrograde movements, thoſe moſt conver- 
5 fant in tactics cannot but allow, that from 
* the diſtance of the ground, or the ſhort ſpace 
* of time in which our armies moved, no re- 
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treats could have been made with more fil, 

and leſs loſs. This will be a full refutatign 

of the many inſidious and groundleſs clamorx 
that have been made againſt the conduct of 
the Britiſh army, in purſuing a courſe which 

neceſſity, not inclination, induced them to 

adopt.” 


THE END. 
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